
TUE WEEK. [ArasL 23rd, 1885.

"A Very Old Master," "Organic Nature's Riddle," by St. George Mivart, and "Si
William Siemens," by William Lant Carpenter. The other articles, all of which are good
fill up a very readable number.

TuE numbers of The Living Age for April 11th and 18th contain, " Organic Nature'
Riddle," and " Tasso," Fortnightly; " Native Faiths in the Himalayeh," Conte;mporary
"The Lenuox," Scottish Revie w; "The Hero of Lepanto and his Tues," Blackwood
"Some Gossip about Dante," and "Land Moles and Water Moles," Month; "Th
Diamond Duke," Temple Bar; "In Lithuania," and R. L. Stevenson's "Verse fo
Children," Spectator; "Chantries," and "A Female La Trappe," Saturday Revie2w
" Herrings and their Haunts," Field; " Ice Palaces at Montreal," Engineering; ' A Pro
fessional Visit in Persia," St. Jaies's G<aette; " Hertfordshire," All the Year Round
with the conclusions of " Plain Frances Mowbray " and " The New Manager," and instal
ments of " A House Divided Against Itself " and poetry. A new volume begins with th
number for April 4th.

BOOK NOTICES.

DICTIONARY oF NATIONAL B[OGRAPHY. Edited by Leslie Stephen. Vol. Il. New&
York: Macmillan and Company.

The actual value of this colossal work, as we before suggested, cannot be gauged until
it shall have been in constant use for somue time; but it is satisfactory to see that Vol. Il.
amply bears out the promise of excellence discerned in the first part. A is conpleted in
this volume, and into B we are carried as far as " Baird," an alnost innumerable number
of "Bacons " being treated by the way. Sir Francis Bacon, whose biography is written
by Professor Gardiner, bas the place of lonour, so far as space is concerned, no other
name having yet been treated so fully. Roger Bacon receives a short, but crisp and coin-
prehensive, handling by Professor Adamuson; the Lord Keeper Bacon (Sir Nicholas) being
written of by Mr. Lee. Babbage, Babington (both conspirator and his numerous naine-
sakes), Back the voyageur, Backwell the banker, Badcock, Baffin the discoverer,
Bagehot the journalist, Baggs, Bagot the bishop, Bagshaw, Bagster, Bailey the phil-
osopher, Baillie (Joanna), lier namesakes the divine and the patriot, the astronomer
Baily, Bainbridge, and several illustrious Bairds are a few of the many well-known namles
included in this volume. D'Arblay (Madame), Arbuthnot, and Jane Austen, fall to the
lot of the editor; Anslem, the archbishop, being dealt with by Canon Stephen at con-
siderable length; and Mr. Lee writes an able memoir of Roger Ascham. Mr. Theodore
Walrond and Sir Theodore Martin contribute papers on Dr. Arnold and Professor
Aytoun respectively. The founder of Astley's Theatre, Philip Astley, finds a congenial
biographer in the late Mr. Dutton Cook, and Eugone Aram's story is told by Mr. Richard
Gamett.

OUR NoRTH LAND. By Charles R. Tuttle. Illustrated with Maps and Engravings.
Toronto : C. Blackett Robinson.

Mr. Tuttle, who is not unknown in Canada as a book-maker, lays no claim in this
volume to entire originality. It is, in the words of the sub-title, " a full account of the
Canadian North-West and Hudson's Bay Route, together with a narrative of the experi-
enceof the Hudson's Bay Expedition of 1884, including a description of the climate, resources
and the characteristics of the native inhabitants between the 50th parallel and the arctic
circle." The facts supplied have been obtained from the experiences of the Canadian
Expedition to Hudson's Bay ; fromn Mr. Klotz's and Dr. Bell's books on the samne region,
and from the works of Dr. Selwyn, Mr. Marcus Smith and others on the North-West,
added to the personal experiences of the author. The latter 'portion will be of most
interest to the general reader as not having been before published, but the whole book
is interesting and opportune. The public knowledge of the vast region known as the
North-West is exceedingly limited, aud Mr. Tuttle's work will be found of great assist-
ance in forming an idea of its alnost unlimited capabilities. He lias collated considerable
evidence upon the Hudson's Bay route as a commercial highway, but does not express
an opinion upon the practicability of the proposal, preferriug that bis readers should
form their own judgment in the preinises. If, as he ventures to hope, Mr. Tuttle
succeeds, by means of this book, in bringing " Our North Land, " with its vast resources and
future possibilities, before the attention of the world, a great work will have been accon-
plished. As a typographical production the book reflects the highest credit upon the
house from which it issues, being beautifully printed, upon good paper, and illustrated by
many engravings as well as soins excellent maps.

TiE RUSSIANs AT THE GATES OF HERAT. By Charles Marvin. With Maps andPortraits. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. Toronto: Standard PublishingCompany.
Arminius Vambery bas called Mr. Marvin "the leading authority of the Englishpress on the Central Asian Question." Whatever may be thought of his claims to thattitle, it is indisputable that be is thoroughly familiar with the Russian policy, being aRuss by birth, though English by adoption. Mr. Marvin tells us in the preface that tsebook was written, printed and published in London within eight days. Viewed in thisconnection it must be confessed a marvel of literary work. The author has been a vigilantobserver of the Russian advance towards India, is a personal friend of General Skobeleffand is personally acquainted with the territory now in dispute between England andRussia. Herat, he maintains, despite all assurances of other specialists to tIe co•trary, isthe Key to India, and as sucb the Russians will assuredly seize it whenever oportunity

occurs. For these reasons Afghanistan must, he thinks, at all hazards, e defemdadagainst the myrmidons of the Czar. The book is a welcome contribution to a matter
which occupies a large share of the present attention of the world.

SERAPIs. A Romance, by Georg Ebers. From the Gerînan, hy Clara Bell. NewYork : William S. Gottsberger. Toronto: Williamson and Comnpany.

Mr. Georg Ebers long ago won his spurs as an historical romancer, and we hava tothank the translator for putting still another of lis stories within reach of tha genera
public. "Serapis " treats of that stirring period during which the temple of Serapis at
Alexandria was destroyed-when Theodosius the Great ffulminated against paganisia.
The scene is laid in Alexandria, and the writer powerfully describes the conflictiîg ele.ments present previous to the catastrophe-the despair of the pagans at what they con.sidered the crowning disaster of the struggle, the contrasting graces of Christian conquer.
ors. There is, of course, a love story, and that of an elevating nature-constancy in spiteof religious obstacles. But Mr. Ebers' idea, as in his previous novels, is to describe thesocial and public life, the religion, the arts of people living about the dawn of Christianity,and as such his " Sarapis " will prove of great assistance in obtaining a clear conception ofthe times to which it relates.

Ir THEa DIAIÎONJ tENS, AND OTISEI SToais. By Fitz-James O'Brien. New York:
1, Cha ries Scribner's Sous.

The arratic ganins whosa chequerod life la grspbically ponrtrayed by Mr. Williain
Winter lu au introduction to this book, wonld appear to bave couubinedl lu somes degrea a
Dickensonian power off word-portraiture with an imagination à la Verne. Nothing more
fascinating lu their way aud showing batter hiterary workmanship bas off late coma to the

e front, lu tIse shape off short stories, than the " baleefs dozen " whichs ara collatad by
r O'Brian's hiographer lu the volume under notice. "Tha Diamoud Lana," lu which a

scientiflu eutbusiaat falîs ini love with a water animalcuboe, la weii worthy to rank flrst;
but thara 15 not unle tîsat is not absî)rbiug, nor will many who read " The Bobarnian,"
" Tha Golden Ingot, " or ''What Was It? " readily forget aither the originnlity off their
plots or the powerffnl suauner lu which their stories are related.

Tua6 PoaTIcAr Woaxa OF JOHN KEATS. Repriuted ffrom the Original Editions, witb
Notes by Francis T. Paîgrave. London aucî New York : Macmnillan auJ Company.
Toronto : Williaino andu Comnpaiiy.

Mr. Palgrave lîolds tIhe oîpinion that Keats is a lînet to ha raad as the hea tastes the
fiower-a hittlo at a tiîne-that lie is a cosupanion for the fuirtunate moments of travel, or
fuir tise country. Tie mission off tisis iiaudsosne little cîhition, therefore, is to put the poet's
wrutings su convanient shape foir tise pocket, no issue isitherto pubiied being suitabie for

* Ilat purliose. Every lina, sve are accured by Mir. Paîgrave, lias beau thrics collated witb
the priîniary issues, so as to ousure au exact copy off the original taxta, wbich had beau
carefully revised by Keats hlînseif. The accosnipaîsying notes are designed to, elucidate
the rapid yet graduai deveiopment off Keata' powera, aud do isot taka the form off an essny.
A drawiug off the (Sel/pas fut Cnioeos off Sophocles, by Flaxmn, bas beau reproducad for
the Vignette.

STouuESs hY AMER [dAN AUTHORS. Vol. X. New York: Charles Scribsser's Sons.
Witu tisis volume the hsppily-conceived acries is consîîleted-au annouincaînont wbich

wiil ha raceivel svitb regret by tise înauy admirera off tIhe idea off culiating halff-a-dozeO
good short taies into one haudy volume. The set iciue fiffty-savon atones writteu by
fiffty-tuvo asithors. Tise voumîe just tus baud contains: ''Pancîsa,"1 14 T. A. Janvier;
"Tse Ableat Man lu the World, " iîy E. J'. Mitchell; " Young Molis Peevy, " by C. -A.
Stevens; ''Maumatha," by Chsarlea dle Ksy; " A Daring Fiction," by H. H. Boyesetl
aud "Vise Story off Two Lives, " by Julia Sohayer.

LITEIL4BY OOSSIP.

MscSSRsn. C XSSELL ANiD Co. xviii slîortly commence the issue lu îuouthly parts, unifforO
with '' lictnresque Auserica," of '' Picturesque Canada."

Mit. J. G. BouRIssoT, the Clark off the Carni Honae off Coxumous, contributes au
article on the political development off Canada to the current number of the Scottisk
lRie iw.

A VOL.U;ME off short atonies, by AIr. William Black, 18 uearly ready by Messrs. MaO-
mui anti Co. It will take its naine fromn the firat story lu the volume, " Tha Ws
Women off Inverness."

A MENS'papor bas appearad lu London cailed the Bat. Iti18not, as itwonld seer at the
flrst giance, a crickotiug isaper, but a journal for uîght birds aud sncb as love theatres auJ
other amuusemnts off the town.

SsGORm SALX'INI, the Italian tragadian, will deuy, lu the May number off tise
Brnokiynu M1arlesne, the report whicb quotes liium as unwilliug to revisit this continent
because ho tîsinka the American puiblic unfit to appreciata bis acting.

NEWSI>APE< euteruriaa lu Japan is making muarked progresa, for no fewer than three
off the vernacular jouruals published at 'lokio auJ oue at Kobd saut special correspondenU,
to report the pîroeeedings ouf the recent lsustilitîes batw"eu France auJ China.

AiR. GsEORGE' W. CA1sLE hopes to Jevote June aud July exclosivaly to the prepnrntioft
off bis " Resnarkasle Truc Stuiries, " aud to bave the xvork beffuore the public early lu the
faîl. Ile bas jnst fluished bis seasou's platformu appearauces with Mark T wain.

Tria commission autrnated with the publication off tisa correspondance off prederick
the Great up to this timna bas collected 8,000 letters auJ documents, some off tbam off vsry
grat importance. It la stated that these documents will ha printed with as littie JelSY
as possible.

M. " MAX O'RELL," it 18 oow an open secret, is not au Englishman lu JisgnisC, and
bis naine is ot MauSorrol, as tIse preternatnrally wise bava surînisad. Ha is M. Par 1

Bionàt, French master at Westminster Scîsool, and editor off tise Clarendon Press v010W65s
ou "French Oratory. "

ALEXANDER Du.siAs lias lu bis stuuiy a small painting by Engena Delacroix. «
refuses to seil it for -$14,000, yot hae only paid the nffurtunate artist $100 for it . and eveir
then poor Delacroix wariied hum that lie was pnying a Jarimsg price. "Ah!1" repliea
Dumas, " yon raukon witls cnntemîuorary imbecility ; I xvith, future extravagance," Off

Via nota a novaI design lu tise announcmonts off AMessrs. WarJ auJ D)owney, '
Louon.Tha fIisivil loblsîsslortly a volumse omititied 'Songs frons the Novelst5

cîîuspilad andi edited by AIr. W. Daveuport Adamuis. TIsa songa range froîni Sir Pbibp
Sidney teour own tiîne, iîscluding umarsy copyright places, reprintaîl by pîermnission. Ther'
will ha au introduction anîd otes.

ARRANGEMENTS Isave licou îirffected wlsoneîy tise Chicago Rnnihiei' wiIl hae couverted
into a humnorons, illusstrataul waakly. The pîalier will lose its local charactor and be
made off interest to thosa who alîlreciate a rafineul satirical jîornal. A nuumnibar off the
hast artista auJ cartoonlis iosb off the east auJl west, anJ somo off tIsa brighitest AOlenicar
Isumnurista will lio raguilar cumtrilîntors to its coluimnuis.

tAîT year tIhe publiahiars off tIse Fait1 Mus/I Cuuy:tte i.ssui au index to that joura o
the lîrevions six momths It was origiuaîly prepiareel fuir aiitorial uise lin that oilice but1t

hution tii n muîch wiîur circla ffollowad. '[ha expressionus o~f favur witb uroni for
received by jourusalists auJ othens bave secuîrad the issuie off ai seconindex cor tis
pioî ffrim Juiy I-st to, Decamîser 3i8t, 188t, 'lhis is nuit î'mly a record Of* no an
articles apponriisg lu tho 1,1 l 1aitMIl <latzette ffomr tIse îiariulissso buit it l-8 a compIlet
clsrîiscle off evamîts, baing su arrange1 ) tîsat dlates amuid 'îcssrences are ensily traceul. Ths
cnrs bastowod upum tisa comnpilation tuf the imsdex lias secumrod great accunssdy, aula it w'l1 

b
fond iisvalunble lu lihmnarias, amnd also to îîoliticiamss, josirîsahis, anJ otiers imn needOf O
hnndy auJ reliable reference.
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