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had been slain. Endeavouring to in-
gpire them with something of her own
courage, she forced them to go in, and
placed a barrier hetween herselt _and
the dusky savages, who were swarming
around.

Once inside,
preathed more freely, although
while in momentary safety, her real anx-
How to guard the

the little comnander
here,

jety  commenced.
fort with the stender resources at her
commaand. against a troop of yelling
Indians, might well have taxed the conr-
age and energy of a solilier skilled in

wariare; bhut she proved herself

sach
equal to the emergencies ol the
Her first care was to inspect the fort,
which she foumd =0 unguarded that the
enemy could easily have entered through
whielh =he had

liour.

the broken palisades,
fortliwith restored to their places, car-
rying zome of them witl lrer own deli-
Then, when she had stop-
she visited the
WiLs

eate hands.
ped all the hreaches.
blockhouse where the anmunition
kept, and where she found the two
ereant who had =0 gallantly
geampered away on the first alarm of
the advancing foe. One of the “hraves'
was hiding in a coraer, and the other
had o lighted mateh in his hand. To
the enquiry of the energetic Castellan,
as to what he intended to do with the
mateh, he replied that he was going
to light the powder aud blow up the
fortress and all that it contained. To
this Mademoiselle answered that he was
a miserable coward, and ordered him
out of the plaee, and she spoke in such
a resolute tone that he immediately
obeyed. She then threw off her bonnet,
put on a hat, and taking a guniaher
hand, told her hpothers that they were
to fight to the denth; that they were
fighting for their country, and she re-
minded them that their fathers had
taught them that gentiemen were horn
to shed their blvod for ihe service of
(tod and the king.

he brave brothers of their noble
gister, ten and twelve years of age, re-
gpectively, assisted by the soldiers, who,
the determined attitude of their
mistress, had plucked up some courage,
commenced to fire from the loop-holes
upon the savages, who, perhaps ignor-
ant of the weakness of the garrison,
showed soae hesitation in atiacking a
tortiffed place, and occupied themselves
in ehasing and butchering the people in
the adjacent fields. Madeleine then or-
dered a cannon to be fired, partly to
Jdeter the Troguois from an assault and
partly to warn some soldiers who were
hunting in the surrounding woods.

While thus endeavouring with strain-
ed energies to keep the enemy at bay,
her perplexity was considerably increas-
ed by seeing n  canoe approaching the
fanding place. It arrived at a  very
inopportune moment, and was  oceupied
by a settler named Fontaine and his
tamily, who were on their way to seek
the shelter of the fort. How to save
them was a diffieult question, as the
enemy were all around, and Madeleine
knew that unless some effort was made,
they _would assuredly be all massacred.
But to decide and act with promptitude
was with her the work of a moment.
Sle appealed in vain to the two Hol-

Te-

soldiers,

§eeing
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diers, but their valour was not equal
to the attempt, =0 leaving the faithiul
Laviolette to keep wateh at the gate,
she boldly seized her gun and marched
off to the landing pince alone. She ap-
pretiended wisely enough that the sav-
ages would suspect that it was only a
ruse to entice them towards the fort,in
order to make a sortie on them, and
her plan succeeded so well that she was
suahbled to save the family and make
them all march to the fort before her
In fall sight of the enemy, and put such
a bold face on that they thought they
hial more to fear than she had herself.

Ntrengthened bv her littie reinforee-
ment, she redoubled her vigilance, or-
Jdered her guns to be fired whenever the
enemy showed themselves, and was  in-
cossant in her watebiunlness ol the place
Ko strangely commitred to her care. the
elements themselves fought against Ler.
A terrible night came on, aceompanied
by snow and hail, and judging hy the
movenients of the lroguois, she feared
that they would climb into the fort un-
der cover of darkness. Acceordingly she
assembled her formidable garrison, con-
sisting of six men, and told them that
(tod had saved them so far from their
enemies and that they should take care
not to fall into their hands that night.

As for herself, she would show them
she was not afraid. she would  take

charge of the fort with an old man of
eighty, and another who had never fired
2  gun. “And you,” she said to Pierre
Yontaine, “with La Bonte and Garchet,
(the two heroic soldiers), will go to the
blockhouse with the women and chitd-
ren, because that is the strongest place;
put if 1 am taken, don’t surrender even
if I am cut to picces and burned be-
tore your eyes. The enemy cannot hurt
you in the blockhouse, if you make the
teast show of iight.”

Having made these precautionary ar-
rangements in anticipation of  the
horrors  of the dark and stormy
night and the onslaught  of  the
foe, she placed hev littie hrothers
on two of the hastions, the old man on
the third, while she tovk up her posi-
tion on the fourth, and during all the
excessive anxiety of that terrible night,
in the teeth of the wind, the snow and
{he hail, the eries of “Alls well” were
kept up between the blockhouse and the
tort, so that the place seemed guard-
ed by a competent force. Thus amidst:
the alternations of hope and fear, s1ow-
Iy dragged along the tours amd days of
uneeasing vigilance, while she awaited
{he longed-for rveliel.

Upon receiving their instructions to
proceed as fast as possible to the re-
lief of the beleagured fortress, M. de la
Monnerie and his forty men set out up-
on their perlious expedition. Travelling
in Canada in 1690, (hrough unbroken

forests and along snpow-covered trails,
was somewhat different from the pre-
sent mode of progression. The IR,

and its luxurious coaches were not in
nor did the majestie steam-
the waters of the broad 3t.
lieutenant

requisition,
er breast
Lawrence, so that as the
and his men trudged on hour after hour,
they seemed to make but little progress
and much fear was manifested amongst
them that their expedition would be
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