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FRENCH SPELLING REFORM.

The French Academy has at length given
its assent to a scheme for the reform of French
spelling (says a Daily News telegram). The
Duc d’Aumale was in favour of the old spell-
ing, M. Greard (rector of the university) in
favour of the new. The new rules of spelling
will shortly appear in a booklet issued by tte
Academy with accompanying commentaries.
Among the new alterations submitted to public
approval are the suppression of the hyphen in
compound words and the reduetion to sym-
metry of regnlar plurals.  The addition of the
5 s to be henceforth the mniform sign of
this number.  Thus voices will be spelt * vo's”
instead of *voix.”  * Paragraph” will become
in the plural “alineas” instead of as now
“alinea.”

JAPANESE METHROROLOGY.

Despite the humid chimate of Japan, rheu-
matism s very rave among the natives, which
s probably due to the practice of daily hot
bathing

The meteorolovy of Japan is execedingly
peenlinr and  of except onal interest.  As
particular intluences in the process of acclima-
tization may be mentioned, lessened, elimina-
tory activity of the lungs, increased activity of
the skin, diminished cardiad eivculatory power.
A prolonged residence in the Japanese climate
is productive of general physicad relaxation,
with incveased susceptibility to cold.  After a
two years' residence in Japan, Europeans feel
the necessity of wearing more  substantial
winter elothing, as the climate seems to have
become harsher since the beginuing of their so-
joarn. - Any forvigner who permanently resides
thers and wishes to feel at ease must resort to
the hot bathing of the natives ; being in Japan,
he must do as Japanese do. Europeans, on
their fivst arvival, are very prone to rheuma-
tism, and even perfected acclimatization does
not do away with that propensity. The hot-
bath habit is singulwly favourable to perfeet
acelimatization ; it and also the customary and
frequent hot tea, mitigates the depressive m-
fluence of the smmner kakké months, the wet
soasonof June, Julyand August, Strangetosay,
in their national disease, beriberi, there iy an
entire absence of perspiration ; these patients
perspire only in their last agony.  One shounld
think, after that, that the Japanese would con-
sider baths as remedial in kakkd,  Strange to
say, it is not so ; they consgider it only as an
esscntial and, for them, very pleasant part of
the tolict.

In kakké the popular verdict is, and has
always heen, that it is detrimental. The altitu-
dinal is their most eflicient treatment.  Such a
treatinent is always, at least in our Kuropean
and American experience, a dry one; dry air.
It is not so in Japan ; in theirhountaing, even
as high as 3,000 fect above the sea level, you
will find an increase of humidity, due to the
precipitation from the voleino peaks. Even
in this heavy humidity, where they are en-
deavouring tu cure a disease in which perspir-
ation is suppressed, they do not give to the
hot baths which arc used there as much, but
not more than in other not sanitary places,
eredit for any good aceruing to the paticuts.
And, in fact, if hiot bathing contributed to the
cure, such an influence would be observed at
the sea-level as well as in high altitudes.

Of course, 1 cannot treat the question ex-
pressed here. Lot me only say that, in my
opinion, humidity has nothing to do, directly
at least, with beriberi: it is not a climatic
rhenmatism.  Its cause is the action of a car-
bonic poison in the bleod. and that poison
eannot be eliminated through the influence
of hot-water. Hot bathing, as 1 said, has
nothing to do with it, cithqr divectly or indi-
rectly. Indirectly humidity has, because it
keeps the carhonic gases together and prevents
their dispersion. The oxydizing influence of
the pure air of the mountain heights has every-
thing to do with the cure. —Albert 8. Ashmead,
M.D., in Science.

Duty is one and invariable. Tt requires no
impossibilities, nor can it ever be disregarded
with impunity.-—Thoreau.
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PUBLIC OPINION.

The Montreal Gazette : My, Mercier has
been on a visit to Washington, According to
an interview in the Chicago Herald his visit
was not an exclusively private trip. He went
upon important business, which may be known
some day. He saw President Cleveland and
Secretary Gresham and Mr. Gresham’s
secretary ; but he is ysteriously dark as to
what transpired between them. Perhaps the
ex-premier is looking to Washington for the
money tc help his friend Laurier in the next
election which, last election, he raised by
means made public by the various royal com-
missiens which delved into the scandals of his
administration,

There werve 3,356 cvictions in New York
city last month. The coming Irish Legislature,
the first thing it does, should pass o resolution
of sympathy with the vietims of this whole-
sale easting into the street of unfortunates who
will not or eannot pay their vent.  Amoeriean
Legislatures Lave passed resolutions of sym-
pathy for ihe ohjects of Irish evictions who did
not number as many in a yeawr as this one
American eity provides in a month.

The London Free Press: Rev. J. W,
Pedley, in econversation with o Winnipeg Tri-
bune reporter, on his recent aurival thoere, said
the city of Vancouver, commercially, was in a
healthy condition. A number of new build-
Ings are in course of evection, and the popula-
tion is inereasing, there being very few empty
houses in the place.  The corporation is pro-
ceeding with considerable improvements, in-
cluding asphalt pavements, and a new line of
railway was heing construeted. The past month
was gond, one commission man having inform-
ed him that the volume of business was the
best experienced for a lengthened period. The
shipping futerest of Vanconver is going to he
of innnense proportions, thero heing a number
of the larger ocean craft constautly at the
wharfs loading for the foreign markets., While
the passenger traflic to and from China was not
as large as antieipated, the development of
trade between the two countries was wonder-
ful, and the quantity of freight carried was
something enormous.  All were now looking
to the cultivation of trade relations with Aus-
tralia, and this, it is belicved, will be a great
factor in the development of the several in-
dustries and resources of the province,

The Morning Chronicle, Quebee @ Mr. Her-
bert Gardner, President of the Tmperial Board of
Agriculture, has notified Siv Charles Tupper’s
office that.the British Governmment must decline
the invitation of the Canadian authorities to in-
stitute an independent cu yuiry respecting the
existence of pleuro-pneumonin in Canada. The
game cable from which thie above is drawn, how-
ever,statesthat Mr, Gardnersubmitscertain sug-
gestions in connection with any further enqui-
ries that the Government of Canada may make
in the districts from which the suspected ani-
mals came.  The fact is simply this, our ani-
mals are not deemed healthy. The Imperial
authorities have decided against them. The
Imperial ports are closed against Canadian
cattle, and pig-headed John Bull won't change
his mind untit he gots rcady. In the mean-
time, Sir John Leng, the member for Dundee,
says that he is still not without hope for a can-
cellation of the schedule for the season of 1894,
He regards this as quite probable, if the Cana-
dian cattlo landed till the ond of the present
senson prove to he free from the much dreaded
disease. Towards this end, he says, the Scottish
seaboard interests will continue to agitate.
He states, however, that the inland Scotch far-
mers’ clubs are now passing resolutions which
are brought to the notice of the Imperial Board
of Agriculture, insisting upon that body to
keep closed, what these farmers call * the
known gateway of the discase.”

et O

The prosperity of a couniry depends, not
on the abundance of its revenues, nor on the
strength of its fortifications, nor on the beauty
of its public buildings ; but it consists in the
number of its cultivated citizens, in its men of
education, enlichtenment and character,—
Luther.
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THE SCREW-PROPELLER 1ot

The invention of the SCl'eY'Pmpeb *
claimed for several persons, and B3 "y
tenary of the birth of Joseph Heﬂ?’
credited by the Austrians with 8
was celebrated in Austria by th
a monument at Mariabrunn, Whe "
when a student of forestry, by the * ~ce
of memorial tablets in the Vﬂrlousnmew""
which he stayed, and by a yreat colo,,t g ¥
tive festival around his statue 1 fr he ]’"‘:
Polytechnic Institute in Viennd gter B¢
was erccted in 1863, six years “inu“l}
died, in poverty and neglect, at a8 U
bach. His claim to priovity 1 tl?ﬂ il
of the serew-propeller is disputes 'u”m‘"
and elsewhere, but in Vienna it 18 s umuﬂ"q
be well established hy various ohed- H:,
proofs which have just hecu 1’“}’115 f o

. : . s jdes UL d
sl is said to have described his 111“1“‘[110)“'{t
the Avchimedian serew for the PUU e

ships ng early as 1812, Some Amerietlo :
that the first use of 1he scrc\v-pf"Pe‘_i“.bw
Stevens, of Hoboken, who triet crew":a
serews in 1804, The use of f}“’: ove?”
however, suggested by vany \\1"1'61‘1:,0]13111"
Hooke as early as 1680, — English
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A woenderful store of Q 'ilj who ,»r‘}

critie, is related by perso Nt
to hove been aequainted W oy B0
to have seen him in :ntrcmlf‘”'fl( Ha!.",:
cal performances,  He “'“H.‘(-' Wit
his name in pablie was 1"'”’“‘9.“
e Tk o different nnme at how

known At the beginning l)'ln" t:"
LRevolution, he went every ;ht’ Tul‘wl
military parade in front of o ,,,xsl" S
Palree e marched with L]];O“,-ﬂgl)' ,

' S o
helted with them, ]lhlellw‘llrthg 1’:),3?

thiir poif aners, :mil aft
thiir performaners, mpth

disappeared, to return pro &
ade thime tie next day. ) hev"“'cM
Gradually  {he musieian® \nel ‘ﬂsi
tached to this devoted 115“]. ano!1H
named him Parade, and one O]inut’" d
thein always Invitedl him Ml‘ wid “‘i?
accepted the invitations, nant it

sant guest. It was (liHCO“"‘T:d t‘how‘r"
ter dinner he always “t“'"t“{ ent® g
atre, where he seated himﬁ‘istene‘j
o ocorer of the nrehestra, and
ealiy to {he musice. o he
If o new pleve wis I"“-Y“:ricm‘;w{
it instantly, and paid the, ;l‘ e
fention It the piece had BT
passages, he showed his JO¥ i the gef
of hix" doggish ability: UL o pe ik
wis ordinary and 111111110105“: “ud‘
ed, stored about the tll('i"r(r’o\'ul- 8 '
takably expressed his tIiH”l’If , of 8
Another very curious st¢ ‘]udoﬂ [
told of 1 'n"'xf"‘

nusiead ear, is oV
grinder’s dog. The 01'&""“0, “nscilr:,(:’i
blind and aged, and the dos - "t e

him abouat,  One night, 417744 ;
work, the old man and S ! (.llf' 4
panion lay down to sleep N »-ouﬂdli v
beside them. They slept > Wiy
when they awoke the ’(."'g' q‘ht";mt o
_ l‘he_\: were in ‘1“”1T‘,11,l’(!()1)0- e"'t,'if'
of earning a living was S50l '“F
dog led the old man throu8 f
where he had  been uct‘}l-"(‘\”

and persons who had give! Lint g0
fore continued to Dbefrient d pob &

the loss of the organ proY 0[«!‘;1-'
after ail. 1y ‘he!e“' i

Weeks went by, One lvl(‘ll & e g
heard 1 hand organ plads i o

from liim. It reminded “lgl r.‘}’ecc,fﬁ“’
instrument, but he paid IL.\ w("'enfft"f
tention to it. Hand or88am o A
in London, and he heart

Not g0 the dog. ;
of great excitement, h“.rkcftioﬂ "
led hix master in the airet s
gan.

Ha sprang ot the
dragged him away from a
gun, and led his master en, jof
with expressipns of recog §

light.—Youth’s Companio® v
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Self-made men are _mOS" & ‘. W 5
little too proud of the job-—
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