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kind that lits boys for sucb c- erksbips. Th,- ability to
read and write, to ad] up rows of figures, and to apply the
rudiments of boolr-keeping, supply the equipment for a
clerk, and these every boy and girl of ordinary intelli-
gence can now get, largely at the public expénse. Of
course, the idea that these advantages should be withhelri
from the masses because their possession increases the
coropetition, already alrnost fatally fierce, for clerksbips, il
anY sucb idea was in the minds of the speakers, could flot

bentertained for a moment. But here again it is evident
that, if tbe education could bo made of sucb a kind as
wOuld tend to bias the children as mucb towards niechani-
cal and agricultural pursuits as towards clerksbipR, it
Imigbt have no inconsiderable influence in bringing about
a better distribution of labour. Does any thoiightful
person doubt that it could, at tbe saine time, be made
mfore complete, symmetrical and successful, siînply as edu-
Cation ?

IUSSIA aside, there is flot, pertiaps, to.day a sadder pic-
ture in national life tban that presented in tbe present

condition of Italy. Descendants of one of the noblest races
of &ftiquity, and stili possessing in large measure many of
the characteristics of their renowned ancestors, the proud
Italians just now afford the melancholy spectacle of a
nation on the verge of bankruptcy, and no longer, there is
8ome reason to fear, possessed of sufficient energy andi
moral courage to retrace itsî false stops and enter on the
path of retrencrnent whicb alone can bring relief f rom
the intolerable burden of poverty, largely the result of
over taxation, The cause of ail this wretchedness mnay be
given in une word-militarism. In the long and painful
effort to keep lier armaments up to the point of size and
efficiency required by the conditions of tbe Triple Alliance,
the resources of tbe nation have been overstrained until
she is seemingly in imminent danger of utter collapse.
Wbetber and to what extont tbis bas been forced upon the
Country by circumstances wbicb she was unable to change
or conti-ol, it is har'l to detormine. Whetber mistaken or
11ot, the motive whicb bas influenced the Governments in
iMposing and the people in submitting to a rate of taxa-
tion wbicb is appalling and ruinons, bas been brave and
Patriotic. Everythingy bas been sacriflced and endured to
maintain the precious freedom, from Papal domination
Wbicb was so hardly won, and whicb, in the opinion of
mfany, is still retained by a very precarions buld. A
,vrter wbio living in Italy, and wbo is apparently very

Wel'inormdsays in effect, in an article in the New
York Ifldependent, that the key tu the wbiole situation is
th' ever-present dread of the Italians of being again sub.
Jected by France to the yoke of the Papal authorities. This
dread constrains tbem to submit to a rate of taxation sucb
as i8 endnred, probably, by nu otber civilizt3d and frue
People, in order to maintain the alliance wbîcb, rigbtly or
wronjglyý they deem tbeir only safaguard. What the
future may bring forth for tbem it is impossible to predict.
Th, Ollly hope of tbe country is, seemingly, tbe formation

ing Up the Triple Alliance. Whatever may bave been the
ess in other days, there cannut now bc much danger tbat
R'ulia France would risk tbe peace of Europe anlÎ
provoke another contr'st witb Germany in orier to bring
a f ree Peuple again into intolerable bondage. Even were
th' French su far under tbe influence of the Vatican as to
attenmpt it, it is in the least degree likely that the other
Enropean powers, to say notbing of Great Britain, would
perrIit sucb an outrage, alliance or nu alliance.

(JTTA WA LETTER.

A Ibegin this letter everyone is looking for the close ofA the session, and nobody seems to have the least idea
When, this devontly-to-bo-wished for consummnation will
arrive. You may go bo Government supporters and ask
tbomi bow long wtt I theso tbings be, and tbey will answor,
-iWO do flot know." Next, you enquire of leading Opposi-
tion' ligbts, and thoy, you find, are in even a more bopeleas
tate of perplexity. It ail depends on the Redistribution
~ill, ad probably we will know about that bofore this
~'Bitle iG& psted. It may be remarked just here that this

~i lbecomi g more obnoxious to the Liberals every day,
!"d. ey are strengtboned in their dotermination to oppose

t bal their migbt by the general support they are
"eneiving, from the indepondent pr-ess.

The Intercolonial Rail way was tboroughly discussed last
Wsek, and Mr. Haggart'a brave proposai to reduce the 1

eelditure and try and maire both ends meet was receivedi
general approbation, the Opposition quite cordially 1.JOI4i4Ig in with his scbeme. IlFor the purpuse," said the

9 Minister, "0ef establishing an equilibrium as nearly ai
B possible between tbe expendittire and the earnîngs, 1 have

decided to make a re(lnction in several directions," and
thon he proceeded to state bow this wonld be dune. lHe
proposed to dismiss 210 out of the 4,181 employees on

E that ruadl. Hf- also means to reduce the train service,
1 erasing from the time table une of the fast express trains
e between tHalifax and St. John. Twenty men are to ho
ftaken off the Prince Edward Island Railwvay service, saving

thereby 9200, wbile a rerluction in the train service wil
trecoup theccunntry $9,300, makîng a total saving on tbe
t Jsland of $18500. Then, in answer to many que.,tions,

oft repeatod, Mr. Haggart burlod columnn after co!urnn of
*figures at the devoted heads of the Opposition. Evon the

astute meînbr for North Wellington, to wbom bas heen
intrustod the duty of criticizing th e public accounts of
Canada, looked bewildèed as, in bis monotunotîs voice, the

1 Minister rolled ont big figures and amaîl figures, figures of
great account and figures of no account. Honour CO
wbomn honour is duo ! Since the commencement of tbe
session Mr. Haggart bas won the good opinion of the
flouse by bis management of the difficult Dopavttment of
Railways and Canais. That ho is a practical, cool-headed
man of business, wbo bas made a point of lbocoming
tborougbly acquainted witb bis business, is apparent. He

1 nswers ail questions put to himn with the greatest equa.
nimity, and gen'erally volunteers more information tban is
asked of bim. Even Sir Richard Cartwright unhent s0
far the other dav as to crodit the Minister of Iiailways
and Canais wîtb a right intention, though ho feartd lie
wonld find puitical pressure so strung that ho would not
ho able to carry it out.

It it flot veî-y ofton that sectional joalcusy is shown in
the House, but a liu le sign of it was manifested during
the dehate on the Intercolonial ltailway. The Ontario
memibers thundered away at the greatexpenditure involved
in thie work, and tbe immense hurden it was to the peo-
ple of Canada. The Maritime memnhers on hoth sides
defended the railway, and pointed to the large sums of
înoney yearly expended on canais wbich, wbile they were
for tbe accommodation of the niembers for tîhe Upper
Provinces, in nu way contributed tu the, commercial well-
being of thr Provinces by the sea.

Mr. Perry, from Prince Elward Island, is a funny
littie man, wlîu lias a continuai grievance against the Gov-
erumnent about a public work, known as the IlMimine gasb
Breakwater." Whenever ho bas an opportonity he asks a
question, whicbho supplemomits by a lemgthy speech about
Miminegasb, and ho invariahly tells the iluse that Prince
Edward Island receives nu sort of fair treatment
from the Government, because it will not send Tory repre-
sentatives to Ottawa. Jn Mr. Raggyart's explanation ho
unoathed a new grievance, and it was that tho reduction
in the train service of tbe island was to be made at the
end wbere the Liberals predominate. wbile nu interference
would take place with the lino in t.he Tory cunstituencies
on th@ island.

A bit of a sensation was caused in the flouse when
Mr. Michael Adams, who defeated Mir. Peter Mitchell in
Northumberland, N.B., last general election, opposed in
most vigorous language the propused grant of $120,000 for
railway accommodation for the city of St. John ; $80,000
was voted for this purpose last session, which mires tbe
total auma $200,000. Mr. Adams, wbo lis a strong Conser-
vative, and was a short time ago a member of the New
Brunswick Cabinet, said the p'-operty was not worth any-
thîng like the money paid for it ; that the accommodation
was nut needed, and asked on what gronnd if, in the inter-
esta of economy, labourers were to ho deprived of Choir
bread, the flouse was ju.4titied in paying ont $200000 on
the city ut St. John for a property that was ixot worth
$80, 000. fie characterized St. John as Ila city of heggars
by the ses," and added, Il tbey want $120;000 mure froui
the taxpayer of this country in order te siatisfy the
ambition of a city too indolent to do an ything for theni-
selves." Now, this is strung' language, but will aîy Bante
man say that if St. John returned Liberaîs to Parliamnont,
the Government would find it necessary to spend nearly a
qnarter uf a million dollars for the purpose of btter
accommodation. Well ! there are bribes and bribes! The
labonring man wbo la dismissed bas little chance for
retaliation on a powerful Goveru ment, but, says St. John,
if you don't give nsounr $200,000 we will turn Onit. Su
the Ilincreased accommodation," for a city witb a decreas-
ing population, must ho made.

Mr. McCartby is a lonely nian, in a political sense.
Hie is not in special favour with the Goveriîent, and ho
is flot exactly beloved by the Opposition, while just on
the moment that bis newly-croatod following is nicely
developing, ho makes a mistako wbich caîls for the con-
demnation ut those who, a week ago, could not ho loud
enougb in bis praises. IlSoin ebody ln ndered " when the
second reading of a Bill tu fnrtber amiend the North-West
Territories Act was called. No une iruse to bis foot, and a
vote was talren, wbicb showed a vom.y respectable minority
in favour ut the principle involved. It was ail a mistake,
of courso, but a very peculiar mistake for a gentleman ut
the legal ability and Parliaînenta-y exporience of Mr.
McCarthy to make, and blame bas fallen on bis devoted
bead.

To make matters more complicated, Mr. Armstrong,1
the much esteemed member for Middlesex, steals s0 muchi
Of Mr. McCartby's thunder as ho thinks will serve bisi
purpose, and straightway proposes a resolution to provide1
"That power ho given to the Legilative .&ssemblv of thei

North-West Territories, after the next general election
thereto, to deal witb aIl matters pertaining tu education
and theUSuto dual languages in the courts and in tbe

B proceedings of the said A.ssembly, providing, however, that
1 nu school section, as at preisont constituted, shah hoe inter-
tfered with withont the consent of the parties cuuîposing
3sncb section." It was expected thiat this motion would

bave been reacbed un Monday - but by tie time the [l'use
yhad thorougbly dobated a reso)lution by Mrt. Chttrlton on
1the quesition of prohibition,atd une l'y Mrt. McMInleHn, on

the North- 'Vest Mourited Police, timne for adjouniument
had come. Lt may ho 'uettoned cha, hoth the-ie mot ions

Ejoat referred to weî-e withdrawru aftor a lot of meaîingless
talk, and soin, of these days Parliamient will bave tu set

ka limit to the spoaking priviltgms of its memhers or else
settle down to six-montb sessions,

It romains for Mr. Devlin, the member for Ottawa
Connty, tu propose thoenîost absurd motion uf the session.

PHe wislîos the flouse tu declaro -" That in its opinion the
1timito bas arrived when a substantial moa4ure of home, mbl

sbould ho granited to Jrelamîd, and the flouse expresses tbe
hope that at the approacbinggeneral election in the United
Kingdorn a nia jority will ho returned to Pai-liament
pledged to emact a measure whicb, while sateguam-ding the
umitv and intere8ts of the British Empire, will satisfy tbe
legitiniato anti national aspirations ut the Irish peuple by
gramting to theni a Parluamnont with jurisdiction uvor ail
m)atte3rs ut a local character." The well-deservedi snub
aduîinistered to the Canadian Parlianient by Mr. Glad-
stone, when a motion soimewhat on these linos wes passod
not many years ago, on motion ut Mr. Costigan, should ho
trosh enongbh in the mincis uf the present memnhers to pro-
vent them froni again makimîg unmitigated asses of tbem-
selves. The impressiomn appears to lie tbat the motion will
secure scant cuurtosy fmom tlie Governnent, if it is even
reacbed on the order paper. T. C. L. K

FREE T/M DE AiVD 110W lTO 1?AISE THE~
RE VEN UE.

IN discussing the applicability of free trade to the com-
iercial life uf Canada, the question that is more frc-

quently asked than any otlier question, is, IllHow are wc
going to raise a revenue under a free trade policy ? " In
an open letter to the Ilon. Mr. Laurier the writcr ven-
tum-ed the assertion that the revenue could ho raised witb-
out resorting to direct taxation, and hoe now ventures to
state the grounds upon which lie based that assertion.

The groat principle tu keep in view in raising a revenue
for the Government ut a country is tu lighten the charge
on the industry uftht}e peuple to enable them to produce
cheapor, and thus compet, in the markets of the world for
the sale of the surplus pi-oduct of their labour, and the
cheaper the production the greater the profit to thie pro-
ducer. Place the l'urden of taxation on those luxmîries
that are not essential to the choapnoss of production, and
the inJustry of the country will foui the relief, and a
greater profit will accrue to the peuple as a wbole. Under
unr protectivo policy wo place tie taxation, 8o that it will
give to the peuple ut Canada the exclusive privilege of sei-
ling tu une another, and we draw froin evemy une wbo
uses imported goutts the revenum rîecessary to carry un the
Government. This gives a mionopoly to certain branches
ut unr industrial lite, wbile the values ofounr main sources
of industmy-fisbing, lnmberin g and agriculture-are
guvernod hy the competition ut the outside worid, and are
therefome boarimig the burden of the revenue, without
derîving the heieit of its prutective features ; tic evidence
ut this lies in the fact that thuugh unr forest8 are of great
commercial value, very littlm accunlated wealth rosuits
tu the peuple engaged in them. Our farnîs show dopre.
ciation in value and a talling ùff ini unr agricultural popu-
lation, altbough the soil is the. groatest source ut wealtb the
country possesses. Ont fishormnen bave tu ho assisted by
bountiee, altbongb wo possess the finest fishing grounidd in
the wold. These are tacts that wilI bear close inspec-
tion after fourteen years' trial ut a protective policy.

Thome is nu douht that direct taxation is a stumbling-
block to many in calculating the adivantagut-8 a change
in unr commercial system; it is theretore incumn-t on
those wbo advocate froc trade on Britisb linos to explain
the process hy whicb a revenue may ho raised in Canada
witbont direct taxation. It will bu granted that our
macbinery ut Goverrnment is suflieient for a mucb larger
population without materially increas4ing the cost.
Taking the statisties tlien frouni the year book ut 1890, the
latest available source of information, we find that the
expenditure was in round number $36,000,000. Our
customs produced $24,000,000 ;ounr excise, $7,618,118 ;
Ounr public works, etc., $8,292,853, leaving a surplus
over expenditure ut $3,885,894 for the year 189.

Iii 1890, our excise yiolded $7,735,100, our duties on
spirits, tohacco, etc., yielded $2,664,145, making a total ut
$10,399,245. The value ut sîlks imported in 1890 was;
$3,000,000 ; a 50 per cent. dnty wîlI yield $1,500,000.
Fruits weme imported to tbe value ut $'2,551,467 ; a 50 per
cent. duty wiII yield $1,275,733. The other two items of
taxation are tea and coflee ; tea is a nervo stimulant, and
is prohably answemable vemy Iargely for an incmaing use
of other stimulants and narcotics, to soothe the nervons
system, which are su injurions in their character. A tax
upon tea migbt check its excessive use, and it is a hasis
upun whicb we can equalize the distribution as fairly as
any tax we can impose. It varies in price from fitteen


