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TRANSLATIONS FROM MARTIAL.

(Living inierrily in the heathen sense, religiousiy in the Christian.)

"Ta-MaRROW " you will ]ive, "'to-r.arrow " you are always
saying,

But, Postumnus, when cames this morraw that's so long
delaying 1

llaw far is it away? where, or wbence is it ta be sought?
Arnong the Parthians lies it hid? is't from Armenia

brought?

E'en i50w this long ta rnorrow numbars the years of Nes-
tors endîng)

Or Priarr's, whon th' unwarlike hand its last vain shaft
was spending!

To-rnorrow, wbat's its price 't At least you'Ill]ive to-morrow
-eh ?

Too tata ta day! The wise man, Pastumus, lived yesterday!

The favours you've dona 1 keep evar in mind,
And daaply rny feelings they toucb :

Then why arn 1 silant?î yau tbink it unkindl
You, Postumus, blab tham too much.

Whan I chance of your gif ta ta speak ta a friand,
At once ho exclaims I"Thare's na naed;

Ha told me hirnself." 111 for twa ta attend
To the vary saine thing, 'tis agread.

One's anough for this work; if you wish me ta spaak,
Be sulent, 1 pray you, yaurself.

Ofthe greatast of gifts no mem'ry wa kaep,
If the donor parade bis poor self.

J. C.

COR RESPONDENG'E.

REMEDIAL ME ASURES ON CANADIAN RULWFAAYS.

To fte Editor of TiiE W EK :

Sit- soon as any one of us finda himself entirely
engaged in literary pursuits, the mind's eye can ha easily
and ýaltogether witbdrawn from terrastrial abjects, and the
world of fancy becomas the sphere of his existence. As
long as the glow of the thoughta continuas harmoniaus and
constructive, ha feels no very strong deaire ta ratura ta
the sublunary enviranmant ; and if we allow ourselves
ta be sa engrossed, wa are apt ta farget that, ceasing ta
fulfil its functions, we have really bast aur dlaim ta the
honoura of citizenship, and ta its great preliminary reward
the pleasura of doing aur own abara in maintaining the
flow of affaira of the community we form a part of. Sa
irnrersed in abstractions, we becoma, in the civic view, of no
mare importance than the man afflicted with apraxia, or the
inabiliity ta recagnize the use or import of objecta-other-
wise called blindness and deafness of the mind. In
a casa of this sort adduced in the books, the subject could
sea phvsically, but what ha saw conveyed no impression ta
bis mind. An abject presented itself befora him which ha
could not make out, but when this abject emitted sounda
of the human voice, ha at once recognized it ta ho a man.
In attempting ta read ha saw what ha cansidered must ha
letters or worès, but they were unknown symbols ta him ;
they con veyed no impression of their meaning ; the mernory
of their igna was gone ; it was a sealed book ta him. In
ait accident that this muan bad sustained a portion of the
internai table of the akuil had bean detached, and had
exertedl pressure upon the braiD. Removal of the boue
resulted in complote recovary from the pain and the men-
tal symptoma.

Now, it would seem ta the writer, that if aur Canadian
public were al iterary persans, or ail atfiicted witlh
apraxia, tbey cauld nat exhibit a much greater outward
indifference ta the horrora so constantly preaented ta aur
minds in the daily operation of aur great railway lines.

How are we ta account for the phanomenn't We par-
fectly well know it would go liard with any single indi-
vidual whose careleas arrangements bad s0 resulted in the
destruction of the lives or usefuineas of his fellow citizens.
But when a chartered company and a represantative body
together occupy the stage, aIl this is changad, and there
is a tacit, but nat the lesa ganeral, understanding that the
calamity is ta ha ranked as an accident that should ha
deplored hy ail right-tbinking citizens, and, their grief
suhaiding, should form neither warning againat future like
calamities nor example for future measures of protection
or relief,

There is not a Canadian citizen who, if ha thinka at al,
doas not know that our national practice is irrational
and wrong, and derogatary ta a yaung and progressive
commtlnity.

Now, let us take the latest examplea from tha record
of the daily journals, who s0 commonly giva thesa items
without comment:

CORNWALL, OCT. I.-John McMiiian, aged about fifty years,
empioyed on the canal works, wag struck this rnorning by the down
express and instantiy killed. He was walking along the track west
of thse town on his way to work.

Sad, indeed, that aur fellow-citizan should have been
"instantly killed ;" but, taking axample by the journals,

I amn gaing ta reserve my commenta an this case for a
future occasion, because thara is aven worse ta came :

MASKINONOR, 0CT. 2. The wife of Dr. Dostaier, af this place,
left yesterday ,,lornjng to tjit ber 8ister at Louiseville. She was

accompanied by Mrs. Pichd, Miss Heronx, andi two young ciltdren
ab)out five years oid. In returniug to Maskinonge in a carniage iast
evening about fine o'clock, and whiie crossing the track at a point
known as the third crossing above Louiseville, the carrnage was struck
by a freight train cf the C. P.l11. bounti for Montreai, and ail three
ladies instantiy kilieti. The two chiidren escapeti without a, scratch.
At the time cf the accident they were ie the armas cf their mothers,
andi when the dead andi niangieti bodies were picked up by the train
bauds the chiltiren were ckeci in their niothers anurls and compla1iuduug
bitteriy cf being iselti toc tight. The bodies were brought to Louise-
ville and the Coroner at Thre Rivers wvas siuxnrnned. An inquest

bas been orderoti for tbis afternoon.

This, our readers will perceiva, is a Il level-crossing"
case. The three poor ladies so instantaneously blotted
out of earthly existence ! The two poor little orpbans
sa miraculausly spared 1 I will not enlarge, now, upon
aither the ana or the other of these picturea ; thora is
enougb in them ta f11l a poemn or a romance, and ta equal
aither Greek or British drama in tragic barrors ! What 1
wish ta say naw is practical. It is that the remedy for
the level-crossing misary and constantly tbreatened danger
is a plain ana. We bave only ta build wagn bridgea
acrosa the railway lina, and as aur individual citîzens,
literary or otberwise, do flot so much refuse as neglect ta
take up the question seriously, let it at once came ta ha
considered in aur municipal councilsalal over the country.
Thase counciils and councillors have heavy responsibilities
indeed upon them in the lives of their people and travel-
lers comrnitted ta their cara. Now, I suppose, a waggon
bridge of timber, with walt selected approaches, could ha
put up in any country district for a very few hundred
dollars, whilst an iran bridge fulfllling the saine admirable
purpose would coat as few thausanda. Ougbt, then, a
township or a caunty municipality ta ha frigbtened at sucb
amaîl amounts, when the vital and important purpose of
the expenditure is consideradî The municipalities firat in
the field in this reformi will distinguish tbemselves greatly.
0f course the vary firat question that would arise in local
discussion would ho the responsibility of the company
concerned, which would seamn essantially ta ha ta leave the
roada tbeir lina had bad ta cross in as good a stata as tbey
found them. In consideration, however, of the important
benefits accruing ta the district from, the operations of the
railway campany, some division of responsibility and
resulting axpense might ha arrived at, and form. a basis for
logistatian. Writers in the Dominion who are unfettared
by any corporate interesta ara solicited ta give the public
their opinions on these points. Sir John Macdonald may
honaurahly hoast bis great work for railways, but hae can-
not wish the lives of the people hae governa ta ha sacrificed
when some earnest attention ta the question, on bis part,
might stop the carnage. The question should obtain venti-
lation before the meeting of Parliament, and it should ha
clearly sean who are the membera who ara willing ta 2oma
forward in the vital interesta of the people. The clergy
-are with us in spirit, thougli the hindrances ta Samaritan
wark may ha numerous. 0ur Faculties of applied science
wiIllbave pleasure in providing practical guidance, and
the people, bc assured, will nover grudgo the meana for the
work. If wa can only get the mavement fairly and speedily
startad wa shail be rnuch botter able ta gauge the comman
seuse of a people who have accomplishied sa much in the
past, wbo are benevolent in sentiment, and require only ta
ha well lad ta make tbem erninently s0 in practice.

THfE RAMBLER.

IAM very glad ta sac that my remarks upon the hurning
question of tho IlKreutzer Sanata I have bean caught

up witb approval by saveral American papers, musical
and atherwise. Tolstoi's depraved book is, upan the whalo,
meeting with the condamnation it desarvas.

In this cannectian it seama timely ta say a word about
the astounding folly and criminality of the daily press in
despatching such minute and horrible accaunts of an
unnaturat crime as for the last week we have beau con-
frontad with at breakfast. It is all nonsense ta say that
we need not read sucb. If we know botter, servants and
cbildren do not, and nothing is gained for morality by such
supping or lunching on horrors. There should ha somo
limit set ta the pourtrayal in ail the newspaper man's
rabid colaurinig o! such inhuman and unnatural atrocities.
I could say a great deal more upon the subject, but, like
ail marhid themes, the bass said the better.

0, thare was neyer anything beautiful in the Morbid
yet! Curse of Carl yle, sting of Byron, sin of Shelley!
Failure of Keats, dealh of Paoe, suicida of Chatterton-the
world is only barely better for such.

Even the liigh-souled introapectivenesa of George Eliot
is marred by her want o! haalthy, spantaneaus cheerful-
nasa and goad nature. Wa want avery aid we can get ta
render the world-tolarahle, which. is, perbaps, as 'pessi-
miatic a speech as anyane could maka. Addison. said:
IlThe viciaus man aud tha atheiat have no pretance ta
cheerfulness, and would act vary unreasonably should they
endeavour after it. It is impossible for any ana ta live
in good humour and anjay bis present existence who is
apprehensive aither a! tormnent or of annihilation, of being
miserable, or of not being at ahl."

A vary funny phase is that of the prize-giving, prize-
winning craze. (That rhyma is quita unintantional; I
have been reading IlH-exameters and Rhytbmic Prose"I
in the Atlantic ; c'est pourquoi.) The Bad machania axer-
cise of versa-making is nothing ta the fascination of fanding
and sending in 2,500 English wards ini aiphahetical

arder, hoping thereby ta attain ta the glory of going ta
Europe with 200 dollars in gold for expenses in the breast-
packet of an Alaska seat jacket, and seated upon a Shetland
pony.

I have net a word to say against thase contests ; thcy
assuredly lead ta the better understanding, and let us
hope, spelling of aur vernacular, but how are the prizes
rnanaged ? Suppose three people out of one liouse send
in the three ags lista, wl they e the three leadincr
prizas 1 1 know a whole farnily at present engaged in this
improving occupation. The mother has visions of the
jacket ; the twa boys-two, if you please-of that pony,
while thraa girls are drearniig by day and night of a
china tea-set, a quadruple electro-platad tea-set and an
téelagant " portière curtain-(portièrê, crtain is good).

Have 1 anything ta say about October? Scarcely aa yat,
for indaad the Saptember days linger on still, and there is
little of autumn in the air. But hera is a prcettier ske.tch
of aarly autumnal fields and colourings than 1 could aver
give you, or few others. There are no writars lika the
aid anaes, to be sure, and I leave you to find out whio it is
that bas said" Octobar is, ta me, the most delightful
month of the year-often a dry one, sufflciently wari
and yet with a fine bracing air that makas axercise
delightful. And then 'what noble exorcise for you in
your shooting-jackat! To saunter through the rustling
woodlands, ta stalk across the stubble-fields, yellow with
the last glara of day ; ta skirt the loin of the bill, and,
over-leaping the dyke, tumble away among the ferns and
reacb your door just as the great red moon cornes up in
the east, how invigarating!1 I say notbing of the clear
fire within and the new magazine just laid on your table.
But, oh!1 the dismal look of a wet October and a late bar-
veat ! The central figure of the dreary picture is the
farmer on the first dry breezy evening that cornes after a
fortaight's incessant ramn in the end of the month, bond-
ing and looking through his black hean-field, sticking
sodden ta the ground in every stook, slimy with slugs, al
gaing ta slaver, and losing the sprouted pulse from every
open pod. The miry hunters, riding homeward, sink ta
the fetlocks as they cross the deep clayey country. The
husbandman turna cbeerlessly ta the higher lands. The
smali birds, starting from his feet, sbriek adown the wind
in the watery evening ligbt. The green and yeflow (bath
in ana) glint of the aats, tusaled by the wind on the ed'go
of the waste, with the chaif of the top pickle (thrashed
out by the wintry blasts that have contrived ta blow in
every interval of the ramn) sbimrnering thin and white ta
his level eye, fluctuates away before himi.

But where are the whirring gorcacks, crawing se wildly
triumphant, where the deep-bloorning heather of the
mountain aide, powdoring the sportsman's anke with
rich-coloured dust ; where the antlored king of the red
deer, scornful of the staiker, banging high and far in
the weathergleam of the north, miagnificent, momentary,
as hie stretches the natural living, untanned, unsophisticated
buckskin of his loins away over a hundred hill-taps in the
wild Hlighlands of Braemar; where tho sof t streamis of
pencilled light, lacing divergingly the glistering clouds of
the western afternoon and falling like a silent kisan the
far anciont pine-wood; wbere the shaulder of the green
distant hill, steeped in the sunny brightnesa of avening,
beautiful as the shoulder of Pelaps ; wlhere the orange-
necked wheat ; where the many-coloured beauty of the
autumnal woods ; whera the barvest moon ît

This is something litre that much maligned article-
Descriptive I'rose-is it notï What a pity it is that a
greater lave of the country and appetite for country walks
do net axist among aur people ; 1 can count on MY
fingers the few 1 know wha care ta take a real country
walk out along the Davenport Road and back again, and
these are ail Englishmen and Englishwamen. As for the
Park, the hetter clasis of people are neyer ta be seen there,
nor any merry ball-playing groupa of -children, as in
England.

PARisJAN LITERARY NOTES.

LA FRANCE ET LA RussIA. By Alfred Rambaud (Alcan.)
-This summary titie may bc accepted ta designate the
seventh, and moat important, volume of the collection af
instructions given by the French Government ta thoir
ambassadors ta Russia before 1789. It is impassible not
ta sec a correlation of circumatances in the past, and the
contemporary history of bath nations. In arranging and
collating these Archives of the French Foreign Office for
publication, M. Rambaud, in bis prefaco, as in his notes,
allows the politician ta daminate the historian. It is that
drawback which renders him leas an authority on Russia
than M. Anatole-Leray Beaulieu.

M. Rambean forgets that neithar sentiment nar fine Ian-
guage canstitute policies or nacessities and that state reasons
dictate the conduct of Govarnments. France and Russia
are two States that have had for a long time Gavern-nenits
of a like order, and yet they remained hostile towards ana
another. To-day they are governad by régimes as opposite
as the ples-ana is damocratic and the other autocratic.
With whom is an alliance possible? Only the Frenchi
now base the reasons for an alliance on a ganeral beliaf in
the past and present magnanimity of Russia towards
France, dating froîn 18J4-l5, as welî as from 1875.

It i8 at prasant passad into a legend that Alexander 1.
joined the allies ta prevent Paris from Ikeing sackad and
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