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correct, as Lie enLties allege, Chat lie is scarcely the' man

that would htave been thougit of for the' positiont, iut that

lie is tie son of is father. It is, nevertbeless, admittedi

Chat lic is a man of education, tact, sagaciLy and abiiity.

[lie may not ho capable of taking iterary raîîk heside

'11a1110s Russell Lowell, or even ex.Minister Pielps, but lite

niay be found eqnally itted for te special duties of lis

office, wiîile the name of Lincoln wiil enxuni' biiu a warttu

reception by te Engisi people. While ail sensible People

in lioti counitries wili he glad to sec amticall relations,,

Chus fully re-establislied, Lie utatter litas a special intert'sL

for Canadians. Tiese appointmients, viewcd in coxinection

xitb te f îiendiy attitude recentiy taken iîy Congress, anti

Lie renowal of tite fodim. Vivendli by our own Govern-

ment, itay lbe rega'ded as grood omnens, and wve shall bope

to wittteas, iefore tic year bas passed ity, a renewal of

negotiations witit a view to tht' final mtietci of ail

mtatters in d<ispute Ibetween us aîtd our neigiltours.

ONTARIO ASYLUMS".

THlE attention of tlie contmuuity is oftî calied, iîy

L grand jurons, by correspondents Lo the dîaily papers

anti hy otiers, to te aiicged neglect of te Province of

O)ntario to properly provide for Lie insane portion of iLs

population. As Lie resuit, Lie readers of tiese produc-

ions think for te moment Chat notbing is being donc,

andt tat muci llamo resta witi Chose ini power. On the

othor band, very ittie is ever said as to wiat lias been

Mitt is bing donc.. Tic fact, too, is ovtîlooked, and

a iliost important fact iL is, tat in titis Province Lihe

ibttrdi of te cure of Lie insane rests on te State atone.

On thLe otiten aide of Lie lakes,'Lie case is dilierent. 'I'ene

thi) lerden i8 divided betwcen Lie States, thec cities and

Lie coutntries. A very large proportion of Lie insane are

provided for iocaliy, eitlicr in asylutus supported bIy te

nunicipalities or in Lie insane wards attacltcd Lo Lie poot'-

btouses- lunsorte States, tie State provides te asylunîs,
but charges the municipalities front wtence tice aupcr

patients corne with the cost of titeir cane and mîaintenance.

Itn Ontario, no sncb systetu prevails. Tihe Province Cakes

Lie wiîole iinnden. Indeod, when an intîtate of a mtunici-

p)al poor house becoites a liitle troublesottie wti Lioe-
mientia. of old age, an iniediate attemipt is mîade Lo gaitn
admtission into a governncut asylunti. IL is Iîcieved titat
thnre are at toat fifty per cent. of the prescrnt inites of

te asyluins, who could ho as weii cared for in propenly

conducted county poor-bonsos. 'i'ey havi rcached Lie
stage in wiich medicai akiti and treainent cat I o notiing

for tient. Atil tey retiuire is sielten, food ani proper
cane. Yet, under tie existing laws,, these people filtie
coatly buildings piuîaily iutendcd for liospitals for te
cure of insanity, aîud not for refuges for Lie ianînless.

Lot us se wlat bas been donc in Ontario. Tie irst
stant was in 1841, wien accommîtodation was provided for
seventeen patients in tie old gaol. Now Lie asylutis in

Toronto, London, Kingston anidIHamtilton eauntaintaitt

0 3,200 penonsj. It appars froi i te reports of Le Public
* Works Departitent tiat Chese buildings bave been put up

at a capital cost of $1,962,754, and public accounts show
Chat Lie charge upon Lie revenue of Lie Province for mnain-
taining themn amounts3 to about $420,000 annualiy. Sil,

lîowevor, Lie cry is for more rootu. And Lie dettiaîid is

heing Mot. LaeL year, by be opouing of a new portioni

of Lie }ramiîton Asyluni, provision for soute 250 tmore

pOrsons was made. Tbis yean, Lwo of Lie so.ealled " cot-
tages"I at Mitîico, noar Toronto, will lie couliteti, aui
tien room for 100 miore pensons wiii ho addcd. Additional

cottages are also in contemplation to iold 300 insane pen-

sons.
Tion, as regards te method of management, Onttario

lias nothiig Lo ho asiamed of. lier asyluis are spoki

of in erms of praise by suci nten as Dr. Ilack Tuke,

One Of tie bcst Englisi autionities; by Dr. Tuwker, of

New South Wales, wio lias visitod ueanly evory Ameican

anîd Europoan Asylutu, and by Lie specialists froîti tic

United States who visit our asylunis. Tic treatment of

Lie patients is of Lie most advanced order. Some peopie,

ne doubt, Ll4ink that asylunis are stili managed on Lhe old

srait-waistcoat, douche-bath, and repression-of-efltrgy

style. Some, too, doubt wiether any othen style ho pos-

sie. Happily iL is, and îappiiy tiat otier style is

beieved in hy our specialists. lie old instruments of

restraint, ponhaps btter called instruments of torture, ane

now unknown, and Lie old mtiods disnsed. Tie iusant

are now tneated as pensons wlio are iii, antd not as those

posafed witi a devii, whici liad Le ho itier bound er

Lo be scourged out. One of the old ime î< iad doctors,'

as tiîey werc îtîost appropriattLy cutIlît, would l»e amton- en

isbeîi to sec the lattter day patients Lîeated like sane ce

litrsons. Tltey live in roints itted up like those of Litern

salle. ''they (int' in coî'cort at ordiîtariiy fuinislied a

tables, instead of like beasts, ouLt of owls anti using s\

nature's forks. Tliey are actuaiiy piaycd to, sung to, and be

acted Lo, in specialiy appointed htalls. They htave their fi

dlatntes, hîir "IAt hiontes," and titeir pienies. Tbey go te thte nu

circus. Thev woik at ratiotiai occupations, and, perluaps lit

as a sign of te iighcst tmodetrnt culture, te mtale patients lu

forn theinselves itito baseblal nines. Titey are suppiied c

witlu Lite iinistrations of te ciergy, and libraries are pro- w,

vided for tietu. Personai liberty is iargeiy accorded, and

yet te papers are not fui! of despîrate attacks by patients C 1

on teir attenidants, tior of accounts of attetupte(d escapes. ile

on ite econoniica sie, Loo, Otntario is to lie congratulatei, C

as thte cost of niailitaillititg uach patient is about $ 135 per ai

atînuinu. Thle actual cost to te ae is iess, as tie tmain- luý

etuatce of a coniderabli' nutubtur of patients is paid for by ic

titeir frionds or ont of titeir OWnti tes. l' ite cost per re

bevad in Ontario is lower tai in any of te asylunus in the w

United States, as nay bc scen by any one to wiin telite

reports of the various asiyluius tere are familiar. The v

question, indeed, is not witetber te cos4t per itead he Loo tk

mucit, but wbether iL be not too sînali ; whetber a littie as

more iuxury mgit net weii lie given Lo these afflicted ri

pensons. The Inspcctoi' bas befone now iii bis reports Il

roferred Lo the fact that Lhe surroundings <f the patients ti

are, whiist good, very plain. I t siîould lit reitentiercd, ti

bowever, tiat the ntajiority of tite patientîs arc' draw'n front i

classes accîîstomed to a plait, miode' of living, and also tat0

titose for witon a botter style is desired, can h'e accotiito- a

dated iti the pivate wards of Toronto Asylutut, or in tiec a]

Private Asyluin at Guelph. C

The systoni adopted hy Ontario of te State alone p

iaking provision for te insane is no doîtbt a good one. o

The Province, owing to tic greater sî'curity iL olFrs, is w

more ikeiy to obtain tite services of a good specialist

tian a municipal council, and iLs asylutus are ntore iikeiy h

to be considered witli wider views. Municipal connciiloi's, g

ntbeing accustomed toete handling of laresmae t

vcry likely to look upon very necessary exponditures asp

very needlcss extravagances. B ut the question is an open a

one, witetlier te municipalities sbouid not share witb the p

State te cost of tnaintaining Lic asylunis, as is done in other d
countries. Tlie State asylutus system is likeiy to ho more fk

popular witli the generai public, as Covernment asylunis

are more open to generai inspection, and also to specialg
inspection. A Governitent asyluni is altnost sure to lie1

near a large centre of population ; a municipal one inay a
bo piaced at a point netîrly inaccessible to ntany wiîoset

inspections wonid ho of vaine. Thie asylutus now arc opett
freeiy to te public; Lhe grand juries vis4it thent ; special-

ists wiîo niay ho passing titroug thLie country citicize thetu
andi they art under te frequî'nt scrutiny of the inlenbers

of tie Coverninent and of tic Provincial Inspectors.
Mucb of this inspection wonid bc imtpossible if aylUt

wvîre located ii te rural districts and distanrt frotthtic
lurger towns.

Th'at tie present syste'ît, apant front iLs flîtanciai aspect

as regards Lie Provintce, works wcil, is tiîlowîî by te facts
tiat Lie percentage of recoveries and Lie iownî'ss of te
death rate in te Ontario asylunus comtpare favoîtrably

witb tose of otier couittries. Also lîy anotitîr fact tiat
corttplaints of iili-usagie or negitet of patietnts are' alinogt

unheard of.

The people' of otttîiio uuay, .1 think, fainiy COnI('lude
tatthLi ny voted by tic Legisiature for te eýjrection

anti support of our asyluttis is being weii laid ont, and that

a good0( returu is bmirg receiveci front iL. Tie, question of

te numbur of insane in Ontario, and iLs proportion to te

total poptulation, iardly colites within te scopoý of this
article, but iL ntay lii stated tliat tecensus returns and

tite igures <tuoteci in te Inspectors report show titat

Ontario lias tiot an undue tnuter of itîsaneG in lier tuidst.
T. 0F.

01,1,,j WALETTER.

riFIE usual letiargie condition of te Ibuse reteive(l a
rsudden kaleidoscopic transformation a few days ago

by te announceittent of a tmessage on State business froin
13 the Senate. Yawns were intttrrupted, eyes opened, and

f attention riveted upon the mysterious messenger in sword
B and tliree-cornered bat, wbo, amid a silence tiat bordoed
e upon awe, supported by mace, appeared and nttered, first

e in English and thon in French, te communication frot
Lich Ilonourable Sonate Lo the Honourabie Gommons.

') With a retrograde motion, whicb migit have been tbe

ivy of thte dmesof Vondoni drawiltgt îîîît, :001 a pro-

w.ssion, raLlier titan a succession, of iows, l1-t. antd swtîrî

rtired as daintily and gingerly as titey had eid.ered. In

isecond t(.-Speaker, Sir .John, and the lluse Itaî

ïvarnîied out of siglit in te helter-skelter which blas

ec-ome the traditional locomotion of our I egisiaturi'. A

Fw vanishing footsteps andi coat-tails, a niooment of super-

atuual repose, and the 4trength of Clhe message being

teasured by iLs lengtli, the llouse, swartiied ini again, anti

back toe vork. On dU it at gtteteiLitut are getîitei,ti

ecline to include theniseives ini these suintitonses. Little

wonder ý
The Statutory iIlolidays of te D ominion are, Suwday,

Christmnas day, New Year's Day, lepipitany, AsTi Weînes-

Jay, Cooti Iuriday, Easter Monday, Aucenîioi', t orpils

Chîristi, Conception, Ail Saints', St. ante~sàd St. >aiil's,

and Aiinunciation I)ay. Moîîday, Chte 25ti, leing the

lst iteltifoed Festival, there was u it iLing, and tii<'tt-

bers had scattered a good deal for a Friday teLoesdlay

relaxation. The stillness prosaged a .stortit. Every mian

was at bis po8t on Tiîesday, and in ttnost places Lhcre wtec

more titan omttan. Corridors were crowtled, constalm

w'ere on the alert, the galicries were sintpiy packed, anti

he lteated and vitiated atmnospiere is as liard to imtagine

as iL is to describe. Catholic and Protestant Churci dig-

nitanies jostled ecd other, and the entire Vice-RIegal.

Housebold sat out the afternoons and ceig with un-

tiring zeai. Seidom bas a quesition so entireiy occupieil

lie publiec nîind, or a debate se comipioey coiisuuntteîhet

attention, as that wbich Itas itiade Litenineof Colotnti

O'Brien a red letter naine aniong the 1 lottourables. We

aiI know how it ended, if, îndeed, iL lias ended, andc there

are few mtore liopeless and despairing conditions for a

country to arrive at, and revel in, than Lie, spectacle we

present to oach other. Not riglit or wrong. Not justice

or injustice. But expediency, poiicy, plot, counterpiot, by

wbich we profane the sacred naine and cause of country,

Sir Hlector Langevin lias arnived at the celebration of

his silver wedding as a politician. Notbing short of a

grand banquet would have satisfied bis admirers liat. not

lie pressure of Pariiamentary business rendered a post

ponement judicious. But the feast xviii keep, and an

address and a handsoine testintoniai îmust suffice for teo

present. Lt may ho questioned wbether ail sucit grateful

discipeship-the gratitude wliich is a iiveiy seivi of

favours past and future-ouglit not to ho maade iliegal.

Another expression of perhaps the satne prospective

5cratitude awaits the return of the lion. Mi. Cliapleau.

But tlielionourabie gentleman's itealiî and itoveitieîtts

are se uncertain that tlie tliank-olfering bast difficuity in

takirtg any definite shape.
The Iton. M!ir. Alian, Speaker of te Seitate, beitg

Presideait of the L-ord's Day Alliance, occupiei Lte chair

at the annuai meeting of that august body lasL week. A

contstituttion was drawn. up, whicb uleclared Lhe tuaitite Lolit4

Thte Lord'5 I)ay Alliance of Canada. Titeir Itasiis ite

Divine autitority îand the uttiversai anud perpetuai obliga-

tion of the Sabbath as ordained by (Coti at tute Creatin,

and enjoined ini the fourtit cominandnient; atnd maittaineil

by the Churcli toete presient day as essental to Cie pîtysi-

cal, inteliectitai, moral and social welfare of ttatîkinîl.

The laws for Sabbati observance htave acconiplisied itîtuutti

of at ieast outward conforîtîity, wiîich is ail titat iaw ciaitîts

te do. As nlay bave been expected, Ontario stands first

in te list of Provinces in lier interpretation. of fretitt as

the regard instead of the disregard of law. )ne of te

obstacles wbici stands tttost stubbortily ii tte patît of te

Alliance is the apparent neccssity for Sunday labour on

our railways, caîtais, and otîter pubîlic works. ''Te teeting

revealed the surprising fact tat appeal< to te chutreites

for aid and support have tîtet witiî iittle ntore practicai

satisfaction thaît circulars to the railways. TVite Cenîtral

0 ntario llaiiway Cottpany repliod tbat i Sunday traffic

lias been carried on for some tii. The President of the

Canadian Pacifie Itaiiway wrote tiat tiut requiremients of

trade did not permit of an interruption on Stindays. Ail

other Iraiiways were, like most of te churches, conspicuous

by the absence of their replies. A coîtîtîitteo waH

appointod to approacli Varliament on the subjeet.

A large congregation of the faitliful gatliered in St.

Gieorge's Churcli to assiat Lie rector and the organist in

Lesting the power and tories of a beautiful new organ. I t

is constructed on Lie tubular pneuniatic principle, whici

securos a more certain rosponse and a freedotît fromn noise

in action tlian Lie ordinary Iltracking " system, is capable

of. Tlie ituprovoment is a patent of the manufacturers,

the Messrs. Wadswortli, England. (n addition to this
lthe brgan possesses two manuals, witi great, stuall, and


