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QO0ing before, as hie did, Scrooge is, after ail, but au epitone of certain a

lreOderu teudencies-the teudeucy te sueer af ail thingp that have ne

sufficient reason fer their being beyoncl their owu iuhereut fairuies-s If of

that were nlot reason eneugli, in ail1 conscience, in a world we have doue bt

'30 rnuch to maire ugiy !-the tendency te systemtise charity irito a virtue v

With a balance in the ledger-the teadency te turti oui' vt'ry tprs te good t]

accOunt, and milke weeping, in se far as mnay be, a profitable exen'ciSe. NI

There is this difference. Scroege was a law unto himseif oiliy-his trans- ti

iflitted disposition would be a lnaw unto the universe, anti direct the very

Otars in their courses from a utilitaniafi point ef view. Thien Screege neyer

teOubied himseif Vo give a reason, while his modern prototypes -are, abeve

ail things, desirons of deînonstrating the emnent realsoilablerless Of tIre

explosive Znlubu "au h irpousive and,,irr35ponsiîîîc IlGood

afternoýon'»

But nlO modern tendency could keep us long fremn Mariey's gliest, as it

ruade its first fautastic and fractienal appearance onteknockCi' of Screoge's

lod gîngs. And once having eutered xith the hapiess Scroege, and iistenied

te the echees that resennde'd tlrrough the empty oiti warereorns as hie shut

huraef in, and watched the gheostiy liearse precede hirui up the broatl stair-

Cau0 , and shared his terrer at the clangorous blis anîd tire clikiug chiain,

aud been Iliuterviewed " with hirîi by the queer, dapper, littie ghost, with

it8 caudal encumbrance of cash-boxes in INIr. Leeulha picture, once uuder

the Speil of the quaintest ghost stery a disenbodii'd judividuality evel'

6igured il,, there 18 au eud Voretifectien ant il ndi to tirri', thouighi the dlock

ticks on ais if the moments were at par ; and the, Spirit of Cliristii<as critt'rs

8 nd fraternises with hini in the piarferin rocker, and we ail celebrate iii

franY a. toast front the empty Içoransha boxvI ou th(e iniantel. The larip

burris îew, and the gray asies pile up on the fentder, aud tire snow gatliers eoi

the stilogwhite ridges against the biackiit55 of tho nigint, andi( frei a

Vase of withered luctals arise and biosserrli, slied<lilg a tîrîr an 1 a subtie

PerfuIle, the roses of Chritînamses long ever'las.t ;as we look dowii witii

8Crooge Upon the scenes of his séance with the Past, tire I'resent, anti tire

With Scrooge as our ninibie partner, wc curtsey antI carper iiî IlSir

POger de Covenîey " at tlîe Fezziwig bail, wiier "Ilod FezziNvig sttood out te

darnce with Mrs. Fezziwig. Top coupile, tee, xvitI a 0o stiff i' >(ýO

Woî- cntoutfor theni ; three or four and twenity pair of partiiers-, peope

Who were nlot te be trifled with, people wh ioi (dldamce, auJ ii<d 'i0

flOtion Of walking.

"But if there had been twice as iliany ; ahi, four tines ; ald i'eiziwig

Weuid have becîî i match for theur, muid 80 would Mrs. Fýe-zziii. As te

lier, s11e was worthy te be his piruriel' iu every stis of tii" terri. If

that'8 not high praise, tell ire higher antd V'il use it. A pîositive liglit

'Peared( te issue froin Fezziwig's calves. Tiîey sieie iii every part of

the dancle like 'Mous, and wîîen old Fczziwig antI Mrs. Fczzîxvig lîad

genle aIl through the danîce, advarîce and r'etire, 'iioid bandshi wvitli you.r

PaIrtuier, bow an utsy, corkscrew, thrrerd tue neel<, nd l)tck agrain te

YOrplace ; Fezziwig & cnt '-cut se defuiy thatt lire appt<ir<d te wiiik

W1ith bis leg, aud carne upon his feet agauin withou~t a stagYei'.

.A.d wth orogeand tire other invisible guest elu urttr

OrthtChristmas dinner, not daring, fer obvions reasons couinected with

the a"'e of it, te partake of anything but thtî geucral hiiarity, whIen Il it hast

the dishes were set on, and grace was said. It was succeedetî by a breath'

les" pause as5 Mrs. Cratchit, lookirrg stowly ail aiong the carvilrg kurfe, pre-

P8rdte plunge it in the breast ;"but when she did, anti when the long'

Sxetd gush of stnffing issued ferth, ell rurinur cf deliglit aroe ail

rounld the board, muid even Tiuy Tii, excited by the twe yourug Cratchnits,

4toui the table with the handIe cf lis knife, and feebiy cried, 'IlHurrah

.A.d 'vo shudder with Scrooge over bis owni wretclied, loneiy, frienhit<5,

p)rosPectiv end ; and look with mnoist eyes upon tire honiely dorîîcstie

"Celle from, which Tilly Tim badl gene away.

'4 Quiet, very quiet. The neisy iittte Cratclnits Were as stili ais statue in

~r0corner, aird sat leoking upl at Peter, wîîo had a boek befere hrin. Tlie

IXiOther and her daugh Vers were engaged in sewlng.Veyqit Bat surely thicy xvere

A-ifd lie teok a child and set hiu in the mnidst of them?.

bl" The mother laid her work upen the table, and put lier hands up te

"'The colour hurts nîy eyes,' 5h15 said.

"The Colour 1 Ah, poor Tiny Tim 1"

5e) 0, for the twentieth time, the book performs its good office for

ti4 " tirs ini us the love and pity and gentleness that fail se easîly intO

state of coma in unwatched chamlbers of the humnan hevart. And the

-rooge in each of us is gloriouîly regeiýeierated b)y the, blessed interposition

Ghiosts of Christinas Past, Present, and 'Vo Cerne. As they rustie aud

eckoui about us iu the deepening shadows of the room, we can fiud no

oice for the inspiratiou of their presence. But rit ieast we inay repeat, as

le Iast eniber falis, that very renesrkabIe sentiment of Mr. Scroogi&s, as

Ir. Scroogo's, II A Nicrry Christmas te everybedy " ' ani (echO, as we close

le book, the gentie beltdiction of Tiny Tire,

God bless uis, every one I

SARA~ JleA-NETTiE I)uNCA.&

CI1RIST.IlIAS IN TuIE Il OSPITA L.

A-ZD is it Christînas mnorin'l V ve i <t rey coutit of tiine,

But 1 thoughit it inusi be Christmeas, by tihe ielis sweet, soilmu clihie

Anl I liad a dreane of the, Irerîreiiks, j est as the' iiiorninl lîreke-

May be t'was the bieils that broughit it, rinigiu' before 1 wokc 1

Anl' is it Christmnas iiioriiii' An' whiie irei lyin' here,

Tihe folks to chiurch are goir'-the beIlis <luo rig io chear

Fathers aul' inothers aul' chii<Ir'r, mnerrily over the Etiow,

J ust as ive used te go, ou Cliri-stîins long ago

Oh, yes I know youi'iîel 1,1000, nur,, , anl' 1 do try net to fret.,

But at Chiristmias tiire, iit <u' if rrry eyes xvii teilrs are wet

For 1 saw se plain, in ny <lrv<îr', the, browvn lviuse hy the inili,

An' uîy father aul' îuy inuther-ali mie-are tiiey there 8tili

Aud, as they go to church to-<l&y-(o they Lliiiik aiu' speak of me,

Aul' wonder where iieer K<îtie is, arres tie giîat Mlue sca

Aul' wei I i t is they cari net teJ l ail' ruay tli y iiio vrî kie x

For sure t'woul onlly break their hearts te heur ney talc of woc

My mnother musit lie gettiin' old ;anl' .hie wats lever strong;

B ut tlinli hr s pi rit was se bru glit, ai r' swee t itr dai Iy soi g

Sile si î i g ne noe abou<t tirelie huse, buet I k ii e w si e p 'ays for ni e,

Aul' wipes away the droppiiig tears, for tii' child silo necer mnay sec

iry father's lient with lioniest toil a&I' treubîle lîravely boerne,

But never lias lie lia' t te leai' a wor<l or look of .scerii

Ail' never shahl it co'u'e tlireugli îc fer ail 1I have heun wiid,

I'd ratlier die a thousauti deatns than shrine hirui for his child

Ahi yes I . have beeni sinful, bjut serine were more te Mlme,

WVio iiever tlîiîk liecause cf 1/ha te liaLig tlitir liels fer shazile

Ahi well ! 1 îîiust'i't thiik of 1tci, but of ou1s"l, antI pray

'flit lie will take away thie siîi-wlio caine oui Cliristînias day

An' thank yen for tire letter, nurse, yen say the ladies hrcught,

'Twas kinîl of thîcci te thîiik cf ire-I tlîark tîrei for the tîrouglit

'l'ire p rirît is easy read, but oh ! wlîat weuild I give te se

Just oiie smnall scrap of writii' frein tht' eld liîe-folks, te nie

But nurse, these bls seeiîi tellia' ef tire botter irouie abeve,

Whcere sini arr' serre"' caiiet cernie -luit <iii is peace anl' love

Wl're jureken i hîeart8 are li<iled at hast, anl' darknoes passî'd atway-

An' lie shahl bid us welcoieo boule wlîo carne on Christmas day 1
FIDELIS.

SOCI'A L SOLECISMS.

AT seme perioti or rinotiier iii life, hrew niany ef us have lîad occasion to

reflt<ct that there, is ail irordiriate arîroult cf iorse'teistecal
1 it

by ne harshier iiii iitins iuctlanit werid i W jtli wliîit disregru cf

tini" tliat is valuabie, andt irîljll'rence te feelinigs ditarr our cxvii, (Io

people iritrudi upen tire inividual privacy, furin initivt s tChat are fre.

quentiy trivial, and~ upon iriatters tiît (Io not rt ai cericerr us 1One cal 1cr

warîts anl introtductioni te se-nd-se, andl xe are supposeil te be ou ternis of

such intiîiiacy with î hum that, with ie chance of escape frein tire niequîst,

we are coiideuitly besouglit te furnrsîr the social passîtent en tire spot.

Often,1 tue, we art' calitti uperi fer Uie introduction, wilicir is taîîtaiîunt

te a certificat(, ef character, by tîrose wlio have ne ciaiii whiatever upori us,

andl whe, it rnay lie, have jusit rmade our acqurrirttince tlureugh a chance

third person, whese ktiewilgeý ef thre intlividlual we are askcd te voucîr for

is as sliiht as our ewrî. To the cruls of lîurîauity, iii tire case of VIrose who

have been unfortunnite, one's ear, ef ceurse, inust always be open, antd if

one's purse cannot extend the needed relief erîe's lreart may. But threse

are net the cruis we geîîerally fuel impatient witlr ; uer should they ho

those that inake ]enîand upon enr iuiterest xvith seine acquaintance who

niay be in a position to ireip a frieîîd in need, if we ourselves are unable te

act the part of the Geod Samaritan. it net irîfrequentiy happens, how-

ever, that even these requests are a serieus tax upen friendship, besides

upsetting our cornplaceflcy, an(l putting a strain, wlnich it may iii bear,

upon eur good nature. This is particîlriany the case, whcn tire demand is

for an introduction to sorne heaven-descended Editer or Jove in tue journal-

istic orb, whose favour, it rnay be, we ourselves have only juat succeeded


