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: NOTIOKE.

" Wn sholl be pleased to vocelve items of intercst per-

aining to Trado Socleties from all parts of the Dominion

., or publication, Officors of Trades Unlons, Sccrctaries
. of Leagues, cto., aro invited to sond us nows relating to

thoir organizations, conditlon of trade, otc.

Our. columns aro open for the discussion of sll ques-
-Alons affocting tho working clasacs. All communications
_ must be accompanied by tho namos of tho writers, not

ocesm-ﬂy for publication, hut as o guumntee of good
" aith, .
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(INVARLAWLY IN AD\'AXGB)

Per Annum .

ceee 82
Six Months . e 1

00
00
&e

ADVERTISEMENTS.

8ingle ingertions, ten conts per line. Each subsequent
nsertion, five conts por lne.
Contract Advertisemonts at the follow! Ing mtos —
One column, for one year.. ..§160 00
. 8 00

Kw “® “
Quarter ‘¢ ¢« . B0 00
.« “ . 800
. & “ . . 25 00
Ono column, for 6 months, . 8000
Hat ¢ . 45 00
" Quarter ¢ . 26 00
by ¢ 15 00

Ono column, for 3 months.
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& Al commu.nlcat.lons should be n.ddresaed to tho
Olﬂce, 124 Bay Streot, or to Post.Offico Box 1025,

© ‘We wish it to be distinctly understood that woe do not
l‘iolc{st.mmlvcs resaonsiblo for the opinions of correspon-
en

WILLIAMS, SLEETE & MacMILLAN.

Trades Assembly Hall.

Meetings are hold in the following order :—

Machinists and Blacksmiths, every Monday.

Painters, 1st and 3rd Monday.

Coachmakers, 2nd and 4th Monday.

Crispins, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.

K.0.8.C. Lodge 356, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.

Tinsmiths, 2nd and'4th Tuesday.

Cigar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.

Va.rmsh;rs and Polishers, 1st and 3rd Wed
- nesaa

Xron Moulders, every Thursday.

Plasterers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.

Trades’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.

" Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Friday.

Ceopers, 2nd and 4th Friday.

Printers, 1st Saturday.

Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.

OUR PATRONS.

‘NEW ADVERTISEMENTS THIS WEEK.

Vietorins Wood Yard.'

Boots and Shoes—J. M. Lynu.

Boeots and Shoes—P. McGinncs.

Election Notice—John Canavan. .

Election ‘Noticc—Thomns Davies.

Election Notico—Frank Riddell,

Election Notice—John Ball.

Election Notice—John Kerr,

Bankrupt Stock of Dry Goods—T. Brownlow.

Attorney-at-Law, &c.—Harry E. Ceston.

Dentist—G. W. Hale,

‘West End Hardware Establishment—D. Hewitt.

Christmas and Mew Year's Presents at the Bazaar, Youge
Street.

The Ovtuvic S¥orkman,
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. THE CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY.

On tho thirteenth of this month the
property holders of this city will be

* called upon to record their votes in rela-

tjon to the grant of one hundred thou-
sand dollars, which it is proposed to give
to the Oredit Valley Railway Company’
28 a bonus. It will be well to look at
the objects of the proposed Railway,
that an intelligent vote may be given.
The completion of this enterprise .will
secure railway communication from To-
ronto to Streetsville, and from the latter
place, along the Credit River by way of
Brampton, Cheltenham and Church’s
Falls to Alton, with a branch from this
line through Erin to Fergus, Elora and
Salem, thus making subsidiary to the
commercial interests of Toronto, almost
the whole manufacturing power of the
Credit, which is undoubtedly one of the

" best and steadiest manufacturing streams
" in ‘Western Canada,
by s line comnecting with the Welling-

Indirectly, also,

ton, Grey and Bruce 'Raxlway at Fergus,
- Joronto would receive a large propor-
txon of tho- benefit of the trade of the
" There are also, along

-valley of the Credit, some of the
;ﬁne&( quarries of limestone and freestone
" in the Dominion, and beds of water lime,

and the: devolopment of ‘these resources

w1ll keep in, this country a great deal ot
.; mongy that now finds its way to .the
States for those articles; and, of course,

with. the water power and quarries of

he Oredlt would naturally largely 1n-

. the establishment of numerous centres »
* of industry and population in connection

products of the farmers, and tend to
swell the volume of trade of this city.

These, among others, are some of the
objects which the promoters of the Credit
Valley Railway have in view in'its con-.
struction. With reference to the city
bobus and the question of taxation, the
recorJs of the past tend to show that the
new property created hitherto in this
city by railway entorprises has paid
sufficient tazes required for the bonuses
already granted, and consequéntly the
old property of the city, existing before
the passage of the bonuses, has not been
called upon to pay anything towards the
interest or sinking fund of those bonuses;
and tho inference is that if new buildings
are erected noxt year in a like ratio as
they were last yoar, the amount of taxes
derived from them would fully pay the
Credit Valley bonus without adding a
fraction to the present taxes, We
know there are mapy mechanics in this
city who are bappily in possession of
freeholds, and who will have decided
objections to having the present taxes
enlarged ; but even supposing there was
no new property created, what, then,
would be the increased assessment they
would have to pay for the Credit Rail-
way tax? It has been stated that on
an assossment of $500, the interost of
the bonus would be about six or eight
cents per annum—and certainly this is
nothing very formidable to stand in the
way of the bonus being granted.

Objection has been taken against the
bonus on the ground that the money
would be voted to railway speculators,
but we think those objections have not
much- force. The question to be con-
sidered is, will tho benefits to be derived
from the eonstruction of the proposed
railway bo sufficient to warrant the
granting of the bonus; and we have no
doubt the intelligent voto on the thir-
icenth will decide that they will.

———————
APPRENTICE LAWS.

In 2 recent number of the Iron Moul-
der’s Journal, the question of Appren-
tico Laws was discussed, the discussion
being based upon a resolution passed at
the recent convention held in Troy, to
the following effect:—

“Resolved, That every consideration
of right and justice demands the passage
by each State legislature of equitable
appéentice laws.”

Similar resolutions have been adopted
by nearly every local, State, national
and 1nternational trade organization,
and yet we are apparently as far from a
roalization of our desires on that subject
as we were ten years ago.

Legislatures are not prone to listen to
the elaims of workingmen, more especial-
ly when the claim on their behalf is made
by a few individuals laboring alone for
the good of their fellow-men, and not
backed by the local trade or labor organ-
izations of a State. There is not a
mechanic in the country who works for

an equitable apprentice law; there it
not a trade Union in the country that
Ldoes not teach the necessity of some such
law ; and while we all recognize the
necessity, yet there is not to-day, in
existence, an apprentice law that can
be enforced. Trade Unions are, de-
nounced the country over for proscribing
boys, preventing them from learning the
trade of their choice, because, forsooth,
the ratio allowed by the Union is learn-
ing (?) the trade. Misrepresentations
as to the oauses for this proscription are
daily made, both by the press and by
individuals, and Trade Unions quietly
submit, satiefied to pay no attention to
the matter so long as they may "be able
to enforce their laws upon the subject.
But the-time is coming when Trade
Unions will not be able to enforce 2p-
prentice laws wmade by themselves.
Every day this fact. becomes more ap-
parent, and it becomes every mechanic
and every Trade Union, local and inter-
national, to at once go to work system-
atieally, and with fixed and settled pur-
pose to secure the passage of just and
equituble apprentice laws.

Why are employers so anxious to fill
up their establishments with boys or ap-
 prontices ? Is.it philanthrophy, a de-

gire to better their kind, to make first
.«

wages but recognizes the mecessity of|.

secure their cheap labor? We fully re-

. | cognizo the fact that apprentices are a

necessity ; we further recognize the fact
that the number must increase overy
year, to meot the incressed demand for
mechanics ; but we do emphatically
deny that two boys or more should be
employed and called apprentices forevory
ono that will be turned out a mechanie.
We want to see every apprentice who
devotes four or more years to the ac-
quisition of a trade able, at least, tolive
by that trade, and not as one-half of the
so-called journeymeon of to-day are com-
pelled to do, six months at.laboring
work, and during 2 rush of work find
eraployment at tho trade they were sup-
posed to have mastered. There is noth-
ing strange in the desire of the employ-

first place, anfapprentice from the day
he enters the shop, is compelled to do
the work of a man, and under the plea
of learning him a trade, he is paid one-
sixth of 2 man’s wages, and in the sccond
place, these botch mechanics, when not
employed, are held as arod over the
shoulders of the mechanic who has mas-
tered his trade. Isitany wonder, then,
that employers fight the passage of laws
that will compel them, under penalty,
to learn or caused to be learned every
apprentice they take the art and mystery
of the trade, and also to look after his
temporal wants during said apprentice-
ship? Such a law would forever settle
the question of apprentices, for no em-
ployer would take more boys than he
could learn, and ninety-five out of every
hundred apprentices would become com-
petent journeymen. Then what is the
duty of Trade Unions in tho premises ?
Is it to continues as in the past—wast-
ing time and money in vain efforts to
control the question by the power of the
Union or by strikes? Certainly not. The
time and money wasted in these cfforts, if
properly directed, would sccure such ap-
prentice laws as would take from Trade
Unions all the burden and anxiety en-
gendered by this vexed question. This
is o subject in which no one trade is
particularly interested ; every trade
and every Union is alike interested, and
all should work as a unit for the secur-
ing of this right,

The resolution, adopted at Troy,
covers the ground, and we hope to see
active measures taken in every locality
where two or more Trade Unions
exist, to secure that unity of all labor
necessary to the carrying out of the
object in view. Theresolution referred
to rends as follows:

¢ Resolved, That the Iron Molders’

International Union recommend to the
several local Unions the propriety of
joining with the Unions of other trades
in the formation of Trade Assemblies,
having for their object the securing, by

agitation, of such laws and privileges as
cannot be secured by each trade separate-
ly.l’
The ideas contained therein are not
new. Trades Assemblies onceflourish-
ed in nearly every cityin the country
where Trade Unions existed, and noth-
ing but the endeaver on the part of
tricksters to bring themselves into poli-
tical prominence through these Assem-
blies prevented them from accomplish-
ing the ends for which they organized.
the experience of the past will prevent,
a recurrence of such scenes in the future
Assemblios,- and if they are organized,
and none but bona-fide representives of
bona-fide Trade Unions are admitted to

membership, their power through state-

or international organization, will
be such as to compel their wishes to be
respected, and we may thon hope for just
and equitable apprentice laws.

COACH MAKERS' UNION,

*The members of the above Union,
with their friends, met last Monday
cvening at the Walkér House, for the
purpose of celebrating their fixst anni-
versary by an oyster supper. After
doing full justice to the good things

provided by mine Host, the usual loyal

and patriotie toasts were drank, followed
by some capital smgmg After spending
o very pleasant evening, the party broke
up at an early hour.

ors to continue this system, for, in the:

Noxt to the general problem of OlVl.l
government and first under it is the
quostion of capital and labor. Some
form of government is demanded in the
common interest of all tribes, commun-
ities and nations of people. What shall
be the form? Who shall wield the
power? What shall it cost ? are the items
in order. That is the best governmeont
which governs and costs least.

The commumty is in the best condi-
tion for all the purposes of life which
bas the most equitable distribution of
the surplus, unperishable products of
labor.

That eommunit is in the worst condi-
tion where there is the greatestinequal-
ity or extremes of wealth and poverty.
Baxter street is the product, counter-
part, equivalent of Fifth Avenue.

That government best subserves its
purposés which by the direct and indirect
efforts and effects, tends to produce the
most equitable distribution of a euffi-
ciency of all the incidental and rogular
supplies necessary £ human support and
comnfort.

The tendency in our country to ex-
tremes in wealth and poverty differs
but little from that in the older coun-
tries. Society is divided into two
classes—producers and accumulators—
who arc usually non-producers. These
latter devote themselves assiduounsly to
the study of the questions of supply and
demand, and by their cleverncss soon
aequire a control of a greater amount of
wealth than they could by any means

‘produce, while the real producers are

reduced to the minimum of subsistence,
and are kept in abject poverty.

It is plainly the duty of the govern-
ment to cheek the abuse of this faculty
of acquisitiveness whenever it is mani-
fested against the common weal.

There are but two elementary princi-
ples entering into the functions of civil
government that bear directly on the
casc—limitation and prohibition: the
first is applicable to things useful, and
the sccond to things inherently hurtful.

Of all the problems of civil society
this has been dnd continues the preatest.
Under it is the stability of government,
and the happiness of the people. The
necessity is not questioned. The method
is the trouble.
avenue and Baxter sireet must be made
impassable. Vanderbilt, Stewart, Cam-
eron, Scott, and all that class, including
immense monopolies, instead of blessings,
are the curses of society. Their immense
wealth must make poverty somewhere.
This being the fact, and the result being
injury and instability, it is plainly the
duty of government to lay a strong hand
on the commercial customs and laws
which are devouring the poor in their
poverty. Until this is done there will
bo no real peace, and no safety. Society
and civil government have failed of their
legitimate use.—XKeyser's Monthly.

IMPORTANT DECLARATION BY
THE ENGLISH ATTORNY-~
GENERAL. '

The agitation among the agricultural
laborers in Warwickshire and in other
English counties promises to bear fruit
of a kind quite different from the onei
originally aimed at by the leaders of the
movement.” Besides securing for the
workmen a more equal share in the pro-
fits of the land than they have hitherto
possessed, tho agitation is gradually but
surely leavening the public mind with
the idea that, sooner or later, the coun-
ty and burgh franchise must be equal-
ised. Therenever hag existed any valid
reason for making a distinction between
the two qualifications. The worker on
the land is on an average as- intelligent
a being as the worker in the mill or in
the wurkshop, and therefore quite as
capable of giving an intelligent vote fora
member of the Legislature. Aundin the
course of a few years there will be
still less reason for maintaining the in-
vidious distinction between the urban
and rural populations than thore is now,
for under the benign influences of the
Education Acts, Scotch and English, the
cultivators of the soil will by and by
become as highly educated as their
brethren who live in towns. Themorve-

By some means, Fifth |

Thet movement has been hailed by some
as an omen for good, by others it has

‘bean denounced and caluminated as g

device of Satan for the ruin of society,

the’upper ranks of life have been the
Duko of Marlborough and Bishop Elli-
cott of Gloucester. The latter apostolioal
personage went 8o far on one ocoasion
as to suggest that the leaders of the
movemont-—Arch and others—should be
ducked in o horse-pond, while the Duke
has given it as his opinioa that there
will be no living with the Jaborers unless
they are reduced to & condition of semi.
slavery by being placed under the iron
heel of the landlords and farmors. These
benevolent suggestions have naturally
excited some attention from poople who
take an interest in public questions.
They have mot esecaped the notice of
the Government. Spoaking at Bxeter
the other day, the Attorney-General,
Sir Jobn Coleridge, declared that a Tory
Duke and a Tory Bishop (alluding of
course, to ‘his Grace of Marlborough and
Dr Ellicott) had made the extension of
the county franchise one of the ¢ press.
ing " questions of the day. This de-
claratioh, we believe, was made not only
with the knowledge of Mr Gladstone,
but with his full concurrence, It isnot
meant that immediate steps shall be
taken to repair the defects of the last
Reform Act, but it is meant that the
equalisation of the county and burgh
franchises should be kopt in view as
something needful to be done, and that
must be done before long.

MAYOQRALTY ELECTIONS.

A petition is being circulated in Ot-
tawa, praying a return to the old system
of electing the Mayors of cities by
popular vote. This privilege is enjoy-
ed by towns, and we do not know of any
good reason for making-an exception in
the case of cities. The Mayor of a city
is more than a mere chairman of the
Board of Aldermen. He is our chief
representative as well as our chief
magistrate, and as such should be the
free choice of the majority of citizens.

N. C. 0. OF Q. O. R.

The abovo hieroglyphics stand for Non-
Commissioned Officers of the Queen’s Own
Rifles, who intend to hold their first annual
ball, under the patronage of Col. Gillmor
and the Officers of the Regiment, in the
Music Hall, on Wednesday evening next,
11th inst. Every effort is being made by
a most efficient committee to render this
the most successful gathering of the season.
Supper is to be provided by Mess Sergeant
Shannessy of the Royal, and his well-lmown
reputation as a caterer is sufficient to ensure
success in his department.

THE MOULDER'S BALL.

The arrangements for the Moulder's hall
in the Mansion House, to-morrow night,
are being carried on vigorously, and every-
thing promises to be A 1,

THE BOOKBINDERS® SOCIAL.

The Bookbinders’ Trade Unien of this

city intend holding their first annual Social
n the St. Lawrence Hall, this (Thursday)
evening. A very pleasant time is antici-
pated.

Go to Eaton’s for winceys, where they
can be bought for less than elsewhere.

Our Oshawa correspondent—*¢ Heather
Jock’s” interesting correspondence, we re-
gret to say, came to hand too late for in-
sertion in this issue. It will appear in our
next. L
Mr. John Oarr has been returned by ac-
clamation as Alderman for St. Andrew’s
Ward, for the balance of the civic year.

Mr. Jomw Baryr.—We refer with pleasure
to the notice in our advertising columns of
Mr. Ball being in the field as a candidate
for Alderman for the Ward of St. Patrick,

‘ ment initiubed-by Joseph Arch in South. i
Warwickshire has compelled attention to
-the position of the tillers of the soil,

Amongst its mosat violent .opponents in -

He is very popular, and from what we have

learned, his election is certain.

M=r. Wy, Taomas.—This crentleman, as
our roaders are already aware, .is .a candi-
date for the office of Alderman for St.
Andrew’s Ward. He is meeting with very

flattering success in his canvass, and many

of our friends of the Ward are lending him

Aaluable assistance, as he is the nght man

for the posxtlon he a.spn-es to.



