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an t we may inelude the mistresses of almost every
British and Irish and Scotch household-not even
excluding the noble authoresses of recent English
cookery books. Yet we would venture to affirma
that a thousand cooks or more cculd be produced
out of any quarter of Paris 'who wonld return
tolerably fair answers to any such set of questions
as should test their knowledge of» their art, as
derived froin a few not very recondite prineiples,
and flot held as a mere routine of operations to be
performed..

The difference in skili spreads as it de-cends in
scciety, and makes much of the différence between
the eccnorny, the comfort, and the hea-lth, and with
these the general doinestic peace and sobriety cf
the foreign wvorknian and bis children, -and the
thriftless discomfort and squalor that beset the
British earner of better wages, in despite of the
far finer raw material cf food that those who cook
for hlm and them, generally comrnand in our
islande.

An excellent illustration of the ill effeets that
result from cooking 'without any prineiples to guide
oceurs f0 us, and je within the scopie of our own
knowledge. The guardians of a provincial work-
bouse found that, weight for weight, rice was
cheaper than oatmeal, and asked hlm who was
ecalled their cook could he flot niake the workhouse
porridge wvith hiaif of one and half of tiro other ?
Noffhing was easier hie replied, it would be an
excellent economy. The unhappy paupers did net
like it-but who cares for that ; are there flot
interesRting niggers and convertible savages for
Exeter Hall' and English syrnpathy to expend
therneelves upon ? So it n'as ries and meal po?-
ridge or starve, which yon pleaqe, for a trne.
But ore rnany weeks, in many a fragrile wooden
sheil, the very old and the very young ha.d gone
forth from the bouse, and diarrhoea and dysentery
were a plague within it. *The deetor, good easy
man, declared it had nothinig te do with the excel-
lent food thé board had orderèd. Ho'w should it
-was not rice prescribed as the fit food for dysen-
teric patients? Ho, however, neither tasted nor
looked at the porridge-pauper doctors are not
paid for that. A lady, however, of more than
conimon knowledge and >intelligence, whoqe hue-
band n'as a guardian, came and tasted it, "Tliat,"
said she, " i8 the cause of the sicknees. Don't
you see that the temperature at whiehi, and the
time during which, you boil the oatmeal into
pulp, ie insufficient te eook ôompletely the liard
dry rie? 'The starch celle of the rie are not
even half softened; you înight as well feed the
paupere with sawduse; and the effecte tipon the
intestines would be the sanie." Rice to be whole-
soinse requires a rnoist baldng, at a tempereture cf
from 250 deg. to 300 deg. But the workhouse
cook knew nothing about that.

It je not, howcver, our objeet to digrees further
by dilating upon the desperately bad effect8 that
have been and are being withi increasing intensity
prod 'uced arnonget our workers for wages, by the
almost incredîble ignorance-flot alone on cooking
and other directly applicable dornestie subjects.
but on aIl subjeets mnoral and intellectual, on the
part of the girls arnd women that becorne the wives
and the mothers of the future generation of Eng-
lish workmen yet to be. That will demand space

for iteif and graver treatrnent than belongre to
what we here alone intend, viz., a moe illustra-
tion taken froun an ahnost wbirnsically low point
of view, that even in the coinnioneet of the arts of
lifs our systcrnatised knowledgs is lcu complete
than that of our more advancdd continental neigh-
boure, and that the means for improving it, even
in this lowsst aspect, as yet searce exiet among us.

Our object more ab large has been to illustrate
thot, which one might until veeently have supposed
required neither proof nor illustration, viz., that
knowlsdge ie botter than ign'ira«nce, and that know-
ledge to be worthy of the noms muet, be systemnatic
and exact, and shail beet and moet pnwerfully serve
us whatsvsr bie its natuire, in proportion as it ap-
proaches nearer te the throne cf science.

" Spontaneone invention, competition, arid prac.
tien! experience>' are, it appears, however, the
founitains of aIl industrial knowledge, the true
sources cf aIl national improvements in arts, the
basis cf aIl national powrei as dsnived frein thepe.
Woe be te those who darken counsel lèy vrords
vrithout knowledge; let England on this m:uttcr
cf education for hier workers, rndimentary and
tochnical, bevrare nt this juncture whose counsel
as follows, norforget thatthere be Ilblind leaders
cf the blind."

Pray what i8 II spontatneous invention ? las
it a bit more existence in the universe than "spon-
taneous generation ?" The very phra.qe le proof
cf the formless fhought. Invention je bus the
exerc&ss cf imagination and judgmsnt upon fore-
known l'acte, theinselves diseevenies, &uthe un-

veiling cf Pature's Ilopen secrets " .(as Carlisîs
nobly enle thsrn). in senrch cf the mneans to a
wvished-for end. l3pon 'what, then, con invention
wcrk, but upon the matenials that science hath
accurnulated for it-by what shail its Ilfootsteps
and beatings in the dark " (te use Bacou's words)
bie guided, but by the clue that science bestews?

IlCom-petition'> forsootb-that sordid Ildrudge
'twixt man and mnn,"-that toc, je a more clean
and copions fount cf improvement than ill ergan-
ised technical education; that je te say, is botter
than ail npplied science. Let us probe our memo-
ries for a moment, if it be worth while to try, if
this be so. Pray how much bad competition tn do
witfi the creation cf the printer's art, with clocîce.
anid watchss, with Hnadlsy's sextant (the instru-
mental basis cf ail cenl navigation), with the
télescope, with gunpewder?

Competitica for anything may be as keen os
that for focd, amonget the menthe of a helen-
guered eity, but unlese it have the facts cf science
to work upon, and 'the guidance cf science by
whieh te ruie its work, nothing can cerne te Uic,
competitors howsver enger and huagry. No manna
falîs froin heaven into the lnp cf inventor or im-
prover; bis assistance cornes freni quite the oppo-
site quarter, and ié p-owsrful and helpful te hlm
ini proportion as he Iooks steadily und thcughtfully
to the earth, and [carne with exactitude and systern
its materials, and the forces that rule those that are
areund hlm and benenth his feet. If he be wisc
and secs his aimn and longs te aceom plish it, al
that competition eau do, us te stimu [ste hlmi te
acquire more cf the liglit cf sciences to teaeh him
the way, tu that which ne conipetition in the world
can show or even hint at.


