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not be permitted to catch seals within
thirty miles of the breeding island or ten
miles of the main coast. These distances
are apparently not regarded by our sealers
as unreasonable; but the difficulty will be
to know when a vessel is thirty miles from
an island or ten 'miles from the main land.
The captured Canadian vessels, the sealers
allege, were safely outside these limits. If
this were admitted by Russia, the present
agreement would be equivalent to an ad.
mission that the captures ought not to have
been made. This compact with Russia
fails to support the American pretence that
the capture of seals of American origin,
anywhere in the sea, is a violation of.the
national property of the United States.
The fact that, by the Russian agreement,
sealing may be carried on by British ves-
sels ten miles from the main land and
thirty from the breeding islands, settles
the question of pelagic sealing, so far as
Russia is concerned. It was plain fromthe
first that the American contention could
not be maintained. Russia is not disposed
to make a present of anything properly
hers, nor is she desirous to do anything
that might weaken the American case be-
fore the arbitrators.

Newfoundland is doing its best to block
the arbitration with France on the question
of the treaties that affect the island. The
question came up in the legislature on the
report of a committee. Last year the
delegates sent to England agreed that the
legislature of the island should pass a bill
to enable the arbitration to go into effect
with the consent of the island. Of that
delegation Sir Wm. Whiteway was a mem.
ber, and he contends that he and the other
delegates had authority to make this agree-
ment. This Mr. Bond, Colonial Secretary
and fire-eater in general, denies. He oh.
ect, it aseems, to a measure to enforce
mperial treaties. The Opposition leader

Btruck hands with Mr. Bond, and the Pre.
Mier was left in a opeleas minority, the
'ote in favor cf the report being 18 againt

However distasteful t bNewfoundland,
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