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situation was depèndent upon a depressive mental state ratbcer t1ian
upon truc physical wcakness.

H-ow far thc persistence of emotional and miental influences
whcn continued for mnany ycars may predispose to organic disease
hy permnnntly irnpairing the secretions, and altering the vasculur
toýne, is a subjeet less clearly deflncd.

Probabiy the inost charactcristic effiect of an acute eniotional
shock, acting upon the mind of a person prcdisposcd to sueli influ-
ences, is the production of those physical and mental syrnptouns,
paroxysinal or paralytie, which go. towards the iuakc-up of a case of
acute hysteria.

Hysteria is a discase which lias excitcd intcrest and curiosity
throughout ail time. Its nature and causation wcrc as mmcli a
source of speculation to the -ancients as to ourselves. As its naine
implies, the disease wus supposed to originate in the womb. As a
later dcvelopmcnt, this idea was supplantcd by the vicw that the
sexual ýorgans in general werc conccrned in the production ýof hys-
terical pheniomena. The most recent hypothesýis, enunciatcd only
during the las-t few years, again piaècs the causation of hysteria in
sexual disturbances, but based in this case upon a psychieal and not
a physical foundation.

Our modern conceptions of hysteria, however, arc mainly foLund-
cd upon the observations and writinugs of Briquet, Charcot, and the
Salpetricre Sehool. It was rccognizcd 'by them that hysteria wvas
no privilege of the female sex, but that its, origin had to 'be souglit
for in disturbances of the psychical functions of the braîn. Charcot
expresscd bis ýstrong býelief in the psychical nature of hysteria. ',knd
dcmionstrated. the possibility of reprodueing hysterical syrnptorns
by hypnotdc suggestion and of effecting their disappearance by a
similar means.

Since bis time the psyehical side of hysteria bas becu grreatly
devclopcd, and. this aspect of the subjeet is the one whicb now coin-
mands the most respect.

The theories of ''Nervous Mimicry'' (Paget) or of ''Paralysis
from Ildea" (Reynolds) have been displaced, and rcplaccd, by the
broader view of the subconscious mind and of the dissociation of
the pcrsonality.

I shall now refer vcry briefly te the threc chief£ theories of hys-
teria, which at the present time attraet moAt attention. Thcy all
view the malady from the psychical side, two of them niake use of
the theory of the subconscious mind (Janet, Freud), and the third
emphasizes the cardinal importance of suggestion (Babinski).


