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iionitlîs, and the àl'aritinie INedical A\ssociation , foried in i8>i,
whichi liolds its annmal meeting alterniately in the thuce capitals
of the Maritinie Provinces, have greatly l)')i<lC aniote iioy andîi
goor feeling, as well as niutual inipro% enient. Th'le M1aritime'
MelclIX's fouinded in 1888, lias been of niaterial betnelit
ti> the \-ari- nit; associati<)ns by pi-eserv-iig iii an accessible f orml a

rei~dof their procee(lings. and of thieir ni< re ýaluiable contri-

The niedicat legisiation in 1872, is (if so nliicl inmportance
that I trust yntu wi Il pardon mie for- giving an account of varlouis
steps leading tco it. ]3y mledical lei 1to mean. of course,
enactnîients designied to regutl:ite tie stidy and practice of niedi-
cie, it heinggcenerally conceded flhat the state lias f ull power
in this respect. The basis of miedical legislatio n is the ilecessity
of affording ProLection tO the pe0ple ag«ainst ignorant l)ISOIiS
and pretetiders. Thle initention of stucli legislatioii is t> secure
a standlard (--f professional education ro be exacted of cverv unie
who is dlesirous of engaging- iii the practice of medicine, zund
sucli standard is obtained iii varioti.ý wavs needless to slpecifv'.

Tlie first step wvas takeii while the nîilitarv elemient in the
profession predoiu4ied, anid ivas perliaps suiggested by the
-Medical Acts of Upper and Lower Caniada. TfIe Medical .-\CE
vf 18:28 is vers- brief, and is elititle(l An Act to Exclude
Ignorant and U'nskiliul Persoiîs frumi tlîe Practice of Plîysic
ýaid Surgery." Its substance is as follows: 'No per-,oni shall
deriiandl or recover ainy fee or award for niedical or surgical
aid mrless lie lias a diploma f roni some college Iegal authorized
to grant thîe sanie, or of liaviig l)CCn examiiiiied in respect to his
proiession-al capacity by iudg,,s to bc appcýinted by' the Gover-
nor-i-i-Couiîcil. The Act being simple ini clîaractei- andi adapted
to thre wants of that period, lîad some influence iii restraiiiing-
irregular practice, and it afforded partially iiîstructed anci de-
serVýng, men already in practice a chance to c'ht-in a Ieg-al quiali-
ficationi.

Ne-xt camie the Act of 18-6, prom-oted by tue Medical Society
of Nova Scotia. Ii provided for the registration of qualifica-
tions iii the office of the Provincial Secretary. In addition to
being unable to, recover f ces for services, unregistered persons
were proh-ibited ft--nî holding provincial medical aippointments,
and were also liable to a fine of -E5 for practising. Persons
-witl defective qualifications could stili beconie duly qualified by
passing- an examîination before a board of examiliers. Thîis Act.
like the previaus one, xvas moderate in its provisions, aaîd f ree


