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<1 ' CHURCH ATTENDANCE.

Last week we closed our article upon
this subject with the statement that we
would continue it in future issues ; for
the present number we will ay a few
words about the general excuse for not
attending the parish church, viz., that
other churchés are more attractive.
That may be so, and in some cases it is
so. For example, there is generally
grander music at the Gesti, the church is
brighter, the frescoed walls are more
beautiful. So ruany attractions that are
really wanting in St. Patrick's. There is
no doubt of it, the sombre aspect of that
temple is not of the most inviting.
Again, yon can gel a seat in other
churches (by paying for them), while in
St. Patrick's, if you go into a liew, in
nine cases out of tenyouivill be ordered
dut of it by some individual who pro-
bably is the lessee of that seat, but who
has no one except himiself in a pew that
holds three. Still this doos not exacily
apply to regular parishioners-for they
have their own pews.

However, we are on the question of
attractiveness. We stated last week that
this had to do with the pastors. It cer-
tainly should be their work to see that.
in as far ais possible, the different
elemente that constitute the attractive-
ness of other churches slhould find place
in their temple. As a matter of fact we
know thal, it is the intention of the good
priests of t. Patrick's, in the very near
future, to renovate, polish up and brigh ten
the appearance of the edifice. They
also conteniphite stelps towards the in-
provement in the other attractive ele-
ments-singirng, music, cereionies and
so forth. Of this we are very glad to
hear; but justice suiggests sonie remnarks
on the point. .

When the fathers took the chutrch iii
hands it iad a debt of $174,000 upon il.
A nice sum inideed to undertake liqui-
dating. By great effoits and economies
that debt is considerab>ly reduced ; still,
over the building hangs a de bt of between
$60,000 and $70,000. t Lwill tak.'e sone
time to pay olf that anint withi ls
interest. I woulld be verv unfair to;Ak
of these pastors thesaie emîbellilicI I s
aind attractions iii a church ias they cer-
tainly would have were iL free of .uch a
load. And this brings us back to oir
argument of list week. Sreliy the
honeat parishioner, whoL has a care fcor
his own churcli, shuklibe thie last to
shun i, because it did not, present. fresoîes
anud classic mîusic to greet eye and ear', bu t
struggled to clear off the weiglht. whichl
prevented il fron rising to the level of,
or even superior to otlers. 'The church
of the parish does not belong to the in-
dividual priest who happeus to be in
charge of it ; it belongs to the members
of the congregation. Each oie is a child
of that great faniily, and the temple is
theirfath.er's hone. We iight illustrate
our mneaning by a comparison.

Here is a young nutu whose fiather is
a well-to-tio vorkngniao, or nechanic.
That father lias a large famiy, and in
order to educate themn and see theni
safely upon the rond of litfe he is obliged
to raise sorne noney ipon his property.
Meanwvhile his sons gruw up,and as they
begin to carn they bring in1 heir shares
and thus help to pay off the debt con-
tracted for their sake, and resting upon a
property destined to bu one day their
own. Some ine morniung one of the
sons chances to gain admittance to a
splendid yesidence; letl us say into Sir
Donald 4. Smith's. Hie ie struck with
the weaith of attractiveness that fills be
place, flashes from the walls, and hangs
from the ceilings, covers the floors and
decorates the tables. The young man is
dazled. He asks if he may comre there
from time to time; 'hle itold he may,
but it can never be-hisehomè. He.:therI

decides to offer all his earnings to the
owner of that palace, to btiy pictures or
costly ornaments, or to aàid inl paying the
caretaker of such wcaltlh. He forgets
his father's more humble and mortgaged
home; he leavs* the other brather to
pay off tlie debt; he squanders bis sîmall
earnings where tbey are not wanted ; but
wlhen lie finds that sorme day in t.he mil-
lionaire's palace le is not wanted, lie
turns to the ransoned homîe, since nade
beautiful and attractive by tle labor and
savings of his brother ; and lie has the
audacity to ask that lie be taken in toI
enjoy it. Study this weil; itLis no fiction.

THE JESUIT ESTATE CLA fM.

Mr. Baylis, at the meeting in the
Academy. last week, saw fit to alluide to
the $400,000 paid for the Jesuit Estate
claim by the late government of this
province. Last week we said tha lthis
tax should be a leson to. electore fron
which they nay learn that il is the busi-
ness of every voter to stuidy wdll for
whom ihe uses his franchise. But as far
as the question of these fouir hundrei
thousand dollars is conicerned, it is one
of the few praiseworthy aind publicly
beneficial acets of the Mercier adiniis-
tration. The debt was a legilized one ;
and nioreover, it was even subject to bear
interest. Had it not been such, why
was it not legnlly contestpd ? The courts
of the land were there, and couldl huve
been useid vwere the claim unjust. Ii the
next plce, the Prote4ant elenment, in ac-
cepting the $60,(010 f rom> the sane source,
and on the saine grouniids, wasi a tacit
admission that the debt was legally due
and was rightfully paid.

Hadl Mi. lercier iiot aid that jusct
debt, it would have still reniainel uîpoii
the list of our provincial liabilitic, and
either t his governnien t or soume fut;re
oie vould have to pay it. Evenitually it
shutid beu settt1, ns a just Chli; anid
the payinent of the ainmint by lMerciter
relievd the province of isu much imore
of a debt for whilhi taxos ý<woul lhave tI
le iipised. Againm, hdui lie linolît ded
that matter, the money VouldL ave gouie

Iol l rU te otier thousands went, an

the piresenit tax woimld ble still ncsay
So that instead of the paymien t elr hle
~Jeuiit ltate cluiiiii n a cauise of th
tux uaist which so iiuici outi cry :5

head, it actually leaves the province
4l,00t ks, ii debtt tha it wokt ihe had

the amounillt be.en wouuileJred by the ex-

Premier. Wei nuiut l juit, mlauiL ive

to t:uo.sr what, b o to tesar." Mr.

Baylis' rigumtient, wlicl lie iuiagiried

wais ýi brighit hit, was ac(-tually the miost

illogical statteet muade by any oe oI

the speakers upilon th1at imuporianit occa-

sion. Let the Jestits alone, atuten to
your voltes, atd your pock-ets will be the
fuller in the long un.

By a vule of twenty Lt nine the City
fathers accorded the contracit for lightiîng
the cit y tu the "Royal" ; this contract, is
granted without public tenders being
called for. In spite of every protest,
inspite of resolutiois palssed, letters
sent, deputations heard, inspite of
public opinion the majority of the alder-
men established a precident that is an
outrage. We have no lesitation in sav-
ing that as each one of the twenty five
cast his vote he virtually voted imiiself
out of the couicil at the next, nunici-
pal election. Never, perhap, before in
the histor y of tbe city .hall transactions
was such a general intereet, taketn li a
question that so leeply affects the pub-
lie interest, and never beföre was the
public (which .electecl theésè aldermen)
so boldly set at defiance. They would
do well, between this and th. end of
their present terni,.tn vote aw>î.y, every-
thing they can, for t(heir-chances of re-.
election are decidedly sj!im.

THE IMMACULATE CON-
CEPTIuN.

In the grandest temple of the uni-
verse, in presence of the assembled Car-
dinals, Archbishops and Bishops of the
world, over the spot where the Prince cf
the Apostes suffered martyrdcn, in thu
heart of eternal Ronie. sirrounded loy
ail the ponip andm spIendor of the in-
niortal Churchi of Christ, seated upon
th.e throne of the Popes, gorgeous witli
lte iccumiulated dignity of agea, with
every kntee bending aid every eye bh ss-
ing the prince cf one world and the
prophet, of another, on the eighLt day of
December, 1854, the majestic figure of the
greait Pontifl Plus I x-appeared to the
eves of the world and before the gaze of
the generations, past and to cone, as he
proclaimed ex-cathedra the consoling,
lovinig, lovely dogma of tie Immaculate
Conception. Heretofore mir reason, als
well 's our Fitl, taiighîl that the Molther
of the Son of God unist have beei con-
ceived witliout s>in; but henîceforth iot
only "all genrations halll call hier
hilessed," but all the Cattholic worl iiiist.
accept the trut lof that most beutiful
ami most rational of all the dogma of or
uiniortaîl Faith. The inews ieverberated
among the even hiis mîid across th.
Tiber; the nc.us reunuded1 fionm the
Adriatici est wr i l t b Jonin, froi

the Pilhir 'of Hru h west warl «ver
thu Athmtie i, trundc the world; tlhe
vordsfiusi thshd bu ml ac'khrc.ugh tlte ages, for-
wi'rd throuigh t 'he eylus uf ime ; tie
diapason itruck, ly ie lontiff, with
tie keys of lPeter u ipei thi e lck
of Agm4c so<u<idcd away beyon oîd the
starry domne Iit. the regions of eterniai
glory, and the choir-o of heaven juinil
the choirui' s of !theî iniverse, is they
chanlîted:

Imninuulain! Ituminacilate ! Lotd swells the

I lTiumauat! <> ntflate!i Thei hea"veunty
ni-me. prolonu;

I r,îrr!stellal< t 1 0neuh it ine h mirik abo
theie od.

'ho chorns wintou ias ft IIro he very throii
or GOn

JInunnuiile!O Iunnaocunte! T mie virainî r:op-
[1red s<<îg:

trm teiiuLit" ! Itlfli iillan'- <tw the iiinil-
ve'rse ot h< r'in <o

W th Cathlisw e wi l ot pauIse tjo 1,1: h iilrsl ii
argue thereasonablen's o that splendid of
ielief ; withL ra! I'bri i-ns I I i unn vues- I->i <1
Sar toV go into. the2  ev.iden1ce thait thiie, f ut Huei i : t 1 lîiiii
l)jvilic One' iiiti't. i. îIiVe c tnit II . .jI e e i ati le 'iiutiihe a lel w il b
tirhy ouMnlrtheal's pr rtialptcrtclrL<<rIIId i i d >v rii ona<b-m :n en ro i t 0<. ( l. I.-

CviCnei u 1~w twN IRs ùU..' >»~~ .îui. thris alway., aui<t uurLo.an blen

Divine One rmuong have sch me toc 4îî Wyus h.îr.cu
sioi, ~e tm ~ th unaloyd cul r w-t th sl uile whuen utheur cau of he

beings ; wit the Moterofn who bheQ.li}vels thnet

of Haven fit T<~verof Ifryti<t , and regreut, i-t. ecf11 i< vîetier

the vou oim1n this the Scond POierur
0f Ute Hly TriCityo rwitheIl , rnp
ia;thr,àit o bt )e l sperds ivtio u perieg fltt
e lla c eg P ion 1ie thec ro 111f118i ~dict <>l thand is nthe tap's.'s or rhe
haveyenglrynrnt aintyf lii. 'Noa!welpagret, no relslyg ttihitvery theoner-

uFront old value. gicileng, aiît occa- plaeed in 1.e path f a r1ii nt,onavl-

flasing he cintllatonuf is pefe nit m hee in lestal course aok in

tion, an ttirn t tche îlh eco upun tent-the, oniîMee oe fr1IieI no i ,ithey

(PlHchaacefie er> ofd ti th e oparimrB the case for the s(a efu paity
h eifdenc to dswthat Ris ter Wt ie ns.w Thisido aruenot.iuc a8tionf

yfleaî «oiseai the rpof iî iitialit, ynpauir lpkon ve i p'coireeiihtno na-

sate beud endare trom fall an totf sin N ionalcl iantophe nt yb!evresniat
lsow ten o the utnet aloyerDne d co e sm- ed lie ihat induty heveroplatinflton guie Mohrce cf GoteQueen r i nLf HeaveniheetoTwertieoofvtrythorete

ou the rofle, tah Comfrsin d ite, bof h ae cithat atho go ; Irih8naile

s atepna thon, onley ta Gdege he- ;t ed lt o.EdadBae

flashing the scintillations fÀ its perfetb<îLaiMicsthe urpose otheca bl;ck-dIn
tion and matchletsltilliany tu-pon l theoumnth ooers liteated
chacel of Heaven, and " likethelighha l
that left the distant stars tenci m tusandoonarentiAU edtendatisto
yeais ago," stealing throuigh infinite

inagîîtihîpo (o anasafth md,î>pae îllk onadtached th ii n-

space and lending to J'rail humnitthle toa ILttoh iL eii eut
less intense, but yet wonderfal aid of ifssuean ada d cf Man(if pRr-
shleen, to guide the race of mian' ebroughrsna nLIss iyW

all the darkness of sin and all the black-olar. thycihe dothel he
nieès of temptation, safely to God.indheartooyendeiloaBon l divare-

Such is the picture thatt all Catholics frteproe ftect-e;adit

should contemiplate upion to-morrow's ce>a thendll oe the ares
feast! Pinited with t.he peheil of the Gasoeaedsretea et

egratisule, be hir ense annt ude( r-
and adore; admîire the bcauL of taryhe' gromies Rtriîeiarn.

perfection: love lier as oir Mother for
al Ill graces sie eiver obta-ins for us ;
anîd adore tlie Creator in gratitude for the
boon of sucl a resplendent creation, as
tliat of the Biessed Virgin.

Let Masses he suinîg and hymne resomndt];
bring otiL all the ibeauîty and sen fr of
the Holy Sacrifice; let flowcs adrn ithe
altar, and let cesenr fling their wreaths.
of vapor around the deep-peailintg organ;
it is a fe4st when ail humtanity should
rejoice, aidi join with al pire created
beings in their hyrnis of jubilation.

TriumiphanIL the Chureb, all thy glory re.

Mil iant the Ciureh ln wrapped In thy fame;8Utrering1 1he Churth. ail Lynh'b >iie.,iîjug
Mary, we hait thy Imnueuîlate naie!

Pinim, our Ponutl K<tuig.
Unvell thIe jew-lniig.

Gloriously et In thv brighit diadtn;
biarythy Holy Face
Mirrors; lie Smvl.bur's grace.

Mary, our pure, our tînnaculate gem !"

Maîy this grand dogma of our Fitithi be
the nc.mms of bringig tithousands into
the fold of Christ, as it bas already at-
tractied niany to the Faith of Ages!
And in this eigitli of Deciembner, may
1ll otur readers rejoice i; may Lhey par-
icipate11% ti lheuly jnys of that

great diy, andI miiay Mary, conîcoived
withioit sin, shed the rays of her ma-
ternal love uipou their earthly path and
guide themi to the home of tlhe blessed
that suirrouid ler throne in Heaven.

1OME RULE.

lsewheire ve publisli ain accoumit of
lie nceling hield in S. Paitrick's Haill

<i the 29th of Novemiier, to pumsh for-
warl the nimvement recenitly set on foot
to raise a fund to acssist the irisht Home
Rule Puirty. . ome weks agti the 'T
WlrrN:ss suggsted this miove and calleid
u poni tie ui'societics t. take it up. The St.

Pa.tirick's soiuehy set tie l ball in motion,
:nd we uî nuderitmindthuit the efrts rof Mr.
currmni ihe arendt, and tie menbers

sf the socity, are iciviig effect. The
ime-iting hel a w k ago Turaday night
wis very all s lui umner the circinm-

staiePs ith;il:ilirouind thie proiect. We
nw it, l a hal ':,-m a iii thlit h looney

i,:- ; ; -tilt thue rJel-Spon t e appUee -tial
imideha. s la 1,en very st lisfactory, aud <t.


