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- THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

AHE PROPOSED BRITISH FEDERA-
: TION.

JHow it Strikes am Able Amerieﬁn
Journal,

(From the Chilcago Tribune.)

"The Westminster Review has recently been
«discussing the feagibility of u federation of
the British Empire, and the views presented
‘by it are stated to be in consonance with
1those - of the advanced English statesmen.
*There are not waating indications of this
-change, 5o strong and suggestive that federa-
- tion may be looked upon as the British policy
“in the not distant future. Substantially, the
proposition is to create an Imperial Parlia-
:ment, in which representatives from the
. colonies are to have seats, and to ferm local

Patliaments for the consideration of local
-measures, leaving those which affect the in-
- terests of the whole Empire to the Imperial.
_AB to the gain in Parliamentary legislatien,
~the Westminster says:—

«The local House would be of manageable
and compact proportions ; its members would
be able to devote their time and energies to

‘the proper trestment and consideration of
~various local questions; the dissatisfaction
- caused at preseént throughout the country by
the constant burking of local measures would
be allayed ; and we might even hope that the
Irish difficulty would be set at rest, perhaps
by the formation of an Irish local Parliament,
but, in any case, by reason of the House being
able to devote proper time and attention to
the consideration of Irish grievances. Ina
similar manuer, the Imperial Eouse would be
much reduced in bulk and proportionately
increased in activity and vitality. Itstime
would be occupied in the consideration of

Imperial questions ; its cnergy would not

then be frittered away upon petty local mat-

ters; nor would the business of the House be
obstructed by members anxious to forca the
consideration of some local grievance.”

The immediate details of the scheme are
get forth as follows:

«It is proposed that the Imperial House
should consist of 300 members—185 for Eng-
land, 25 for Scotland, 40 for Ireland, 50 for
the colonies. This is about the proportion
of the present allotment. The distribution
for the colonies, for the present at least, would
be as follows: Twenty for the Dominion of
Canada and Newfoundland, fifteen for Austra-
Yia, five for New Zealand, five for the Cape
settlements, tive for the West Indies. The
Ministry of the day would be drawn from
members of the Imperial House and the
House of Lotrds, and these, as at pregent,
would be tbe immediate and responsible ad-
visers of the Crown. The I'arlinment would
sit at London, and its tevm of duration
would lLe five years. Assuming that there
would be local Parlinments in London,
in Edinburgh and in Dublin, there wonld
be Viceroys in ench of these three
capituls, whose advisers wonld be drawn
from the members of the Local House, and
would sustain to him the rame relutions as
those sustained by her Ministers to the Queen.
All measures passed by the Local House
would require the assent of the Viceroy before
they could become law, Any measure of
doubtful constitutionality could be reviewed
by the Viceroy and remitted for the conside-
ration of the Queen in Council. Any measure
passed by the Locnl House amd assented to
by the Viceroy could be annulled, vetoed by
the Queen within two years from the time it
received the Vice-Regal assent. Copies of
all bills assented to by the Viceroy would, of
course, be sent to the Secretary of State for
Imperial consultation. The local Colonial
Legislatures would remain much as they are,
at least for the present.”

The extracts printed above contain the
salient features of the federation schema. The
practical question remains—Of what value
will the scheme be to the English colonies?
It is evident that it cannot be carried out un-
til the local Parlinments of England, lreland
and Scotland adopt the American system of
federation, as it has been copied in Canada in
& large measure. This would involve, first of
all, a written Constitution—which Great
Britain does not possess—drawing a boundary
line between the rights of the Empire and
those of the colonier, and designating, so that
there can beno conflict, the jurisdiction ofthke
Imperial and Colonial Parliaments. This is
a question which will severely tax Eunglish
statesmanship, It has tazed the minds of
our statesmen for years, and the problem is
not yet fully settled. It has been the issue
of our fiercest partizan fights, and it has
plunged the country into a long and terrible
war. [t is not likely that the English states-
men will find it any easicr to draw such a
line than our own have done, though it is
not impossible that it could be wrought out
by them.

In the second place, the question of cus-
toms will be one of extreme difficulty to
solve, and were the Imperial Government to
suddenly resort to a revenue tariff, it could
not but arouse opposition in colonies like
Canada, Australin and New Zealand, which
are in favor of protection, bi.cause it
is oasier for them to raise revenue in that
way than by freo trade and direct taxation.
If, after federation, every Province can levy
any kind of tariffs, their federation would be
ag much a farce a8 if we had thirty-eight
systems of tarifls, each State protecting itself
against every other State by taxing their pro-
ducts, The principal gain to Eogland, Ire-
land and Scotland would be in tke establish-
ment of free trade, for without it federation
would be good for nothing; but would the
colonies adopt it without hesitation and give
up their present revenue system ?

A third difficulty besets this scheme. 1t
will be inthe power of the Imperial Parlia-
ment in timo of war not only to call upon
the colouies for their quota of troops, but to
levy upon them by conscription. [f not,
what would be the benefit of federation ? As
a fair instance, how would this operate in
Canada? Suppose that a quarrel should
arise between Great Britain and the United
States : Canade must inevitably be dragged
into it, and the sure result would be her con-
quest. Great Dritain could not hold her
through a single campaign. The United
States in ninety dave' time could march an
army of a milllon of men across the border,

and, as against such a force, Great Britain
would be powerless. She might send her
fleets into our harbors to be sunk Ly our
torpedoes, or she might land 50,000 or 100,000
men at Halifax or Quebeec, but what could
they avail against a Republicthat has men by
milliens? In case of any imbroglio in the
future, and such an imbroglic may come at
any time and upon very slight provocation,
and Canada wants to keep ont of it, the better
plan would be to declare her independence as
soon a8 possible. Standing alore she would
be safe from uny interference, but as a part of
Great Britain, in the case of trouble, she would
bo a menace to this country that conld not be
disregarded.

The ‘fdderation proposition is a dangerous
one. It undoubtedly is desirable to the
Mother Country to secure more perfect cohe-
sion among her widely-scattered territorieg
and to bring them into closer relations to her,
instead of ruling them upon a bnsis that only
irritates and exasperates them ; Dut so long
as it is very questionable whether it would
improve their industrial or political con-
dition, and whether the sacrifice would not be

all on their part, it looks more feasible to
allow both to drift along until they become
prosperous aud powerful enough to drop ott
from the Home Government and et up for
themsolves, as the United St-ras did.

THE “SLIEVENAMON»” FUND.

‘

‘the Saffexing I*sor.

The announcement publi-ued exclusively
in the Star yesterday morning that the
« Slievenamon Fund,” being the unexpended
balance of the money collected for the relief
of the suffering Irish duriny the great famine
of 1848, and which ha- iain for the past
thirty-one years in the ‘uunds of Trustees,
amorg whom were the laie obert Emmet
and Horace Greeley, wus about to bhe dis.
bursed .. to aid im the present relief
movement, has awakened a lively in.
terest among thousands of Irish and
American sympathizers in this city. Yester-
day the surviving Trustees, John McKeon,
Charles O'Conor, Richard O'Gorman and the
son of Mr. Emmet, were visited by a reporter
for the purpose of gathering further
information on the subject. Mr. Emmet
was found by the reporter in his oflice, at No.
52 Wall street. I cannot at this time give
you any information about the Irish fund,”
he said. ¢In the immediate future Messrs.
McKeon and O'Gorman and myself will meet
and decide what to do in the premises. The
fund has grown; lLut one thing is certain, it
has been well taken care of, and will be duly
accounted for.”

Mr. Emmet declined to suy when the meet-
ing would take place, or whether the facts
would be given to the public, but it is alto-
gether probable the committee will wait till
the arrival of Mr. Parnell, when they will con-
sult with that gentleman.

Hon. Richard O'Gorman was found in his
office, deeply immersed in business, He de-
clined firmly, yet pleasantly, to converse upon
the subject of the fund.

« Why don’t you call upon Mr. Emmet or
Mr, McKeown ?” he asked. I am positively
too busy to be interviewed.”

Mr. John McEeon was found in hia priva.t_e
office. A copy of the Ster lay in a chair
alongside of him. i

«] can give no information at present,” he
gaid, when the reporter made known the ob-
ject of the interview. .

Mr. McKeon mused for a minute, smiled
pleasantly and said further: « The information
as printed in Zhe Ster is correct in some re-
spects, but it is materially wrong in the fig-
ures The present amount does not approxi-
mate the original sum. Many dollars of it
have been judiciously expended for the pur-
poses for which it was intended.”

« More complete information would bo very
timely now,” suggested thoreporter.,

¢ No doubt, no doubt; but Iassure youthat
I can say nothing more upon the subject.”

As the reporter was about leaving, Mr. Mc-
Keon said:

« Mr. Robert Emmett, who now lies in hia
grave, was some years ago accused of misap-
propriating, or misapplying, certain moneys
of the fund. He promptly had his accuser
indicted by the Grand Jury, and nothing was
sver heard of it since. You may depend
upon it that the mency is in responsible
hands.”

Tho history of the fund was obtained last
eveping from a business gentleman well
known in Irish circles in this city. I can
remember,’ said he, the events of 48 dis-
tinctly. A number of the most prominent
patriots in Ireland banded together to ask
aid from America. Among them were John
B. Dilion, Richard 0O'Gorman, Thomas
Francis Meagher, Charles Cavan Duffy,
Smith O'Briecn and others. The call
was promptly responded to on this
side the water, and public opinion was
stropgly in favor of the movement. Our
most respected citizens held several meetings,
and eventually was organzied a body of re.
presentative men known as the Irish Direc-
tory. The leading spirits in this were Charles
O'Conor, Horace Greeley, Bobert Emmet and
John Mc¢Ieon."

« The headquarters of tho enterprise were
in Vauxhall Garden, Astor place; but sub-
scription depots were located all over the
city. Merchants and well-reputed people
sympathized with the cause, ahd went on
collecting tours to add to the receipts. 1t was
no uncommon sight to see Horace Greeley,
whose whole heart and soul were with the
sufferers, visit the varioussubscription oftices,
make n tour of the audience, and como up to
the Treasurer'’s desk with his old white bat
filled with money. Additional interest was
given to the movement when, in the wiater
of '48, Messrs. John B. Dillon and Richard
O'Gorman arrived in New York,

« Have you any idea 23 to the amount col-
lected 7"

1 ghould think between 245,000 and
$50,000,”

« It has been alleged that the amount now
on hand is many thousands below those
figures ?”

# There was a great deal of it spent; I for-
get how much.”

« How was it expended 7"

#A large portion was sent to relieve the
distress in Ireland, and”—he said slowly, after

ments of war were purchased.”

% Was any expended for other purposes ?”

1 believe that money was advanced to
bring out Meagher and Mitchell.

# Who was the treasurer of the fund ?”

% Robert Emmet ; and an honester or more
conscientious gentleman never lived.”

“Were these amounts paid out Lefore or
after the death of Mr. Emmet?”

# Both before and since his demise.”

# At what figures do you place the amount
of the fund now on hand 7"

“ Probably at $15,000. The present Trus-
tees are O'Connor, McKeon and Emmet.”

“«Why was it called the Slievegammon
Fund ™

“The troubles first arose near Tipperary
under the shadow of a mountain called Slieve-
namon. The elder Bonnett who opposed the
scheme from its inception, and who tried to
prevent its growtl, paraphrased the name,
and always alluded to it in the Jlerald as the
¢ Slievegammon.' ”

“Did the expenditures meet with the ap-
proval of the subscribers?”
« Every penny was spent in such a satisfac-
tory wiy that even the most exacting could
not find fanit, Not a dollar left the institu-
tion wherein it was deposited without the
g;mnimous consent of the Directory.’'— N, F.
Wiar.
—————— P~ e e

Freoc Masonry Assalleil.

The St. Matthew's German Lutheran
Church of this city is said to be the oldest
Lut}xerun_ society of this country. It was or-
gauized in the last part of the seventeenth
century by some of the descendants of those
Lutherans who were virtually expelled from
Holland by the action of the Calvinistic
Synod of Dort. Like the Puritans, the
Lutherans sought in the New World that free-
dom for religious worship- which had been
denfed them in the 01d!

The present church stands-on the northeast
corner ef Broome and Elizabeth strests. It
is a massive, rather imposing:structure, built |

The Trustees® Views on Using it to Relleve :

mature deliberation—"2 number of imple-

of atose. On the front near the main entrance,

was erected in the year 1841.

Rociety by a grant from the Britisk Crown.
St, Marthew's s the langest, wealthiest and
wt intnential Lutheran church in New

know what to do with their mouey.” The
Rev. J. M. Sieker, the present pastor, took
charge of this society some thres years ago.
He came from Mionesota, where he enjoyed

Reientious  preacher
strictest  integrity, and the
of St Matthew's regarded

peculiarly fortunate in secuort
of so0 eminent a clergyman. I 1
after Pastor Sicker's installation everything

preached a certain sermon.
Iougs to the Missouri Synod, which not only

opposes secret societies but has openly de-

clured war against them ail, and so, in the

sermon referred to, be said, among other

thiogs, that:

« At the teginning of the seventecath cen-

tury, when the anti-Christians of Germany

did not dare to appear publicly with their

skeptical views, Free Musouns from Eagland

planted the lodge in Germuny for the pur-

pose of fighting Christianity.” Among the

members of St. DMatthew's, at the time

the sermon was delivered, there wers a

large number of Free Marons. These were

astounded, and said that the plain inference
of the pastor's words was that a Mason
could not consistently be a Christian.  Their
position in the church was a painful oue, for, if
their pastor's views were correct, they were vir-
tually hypocrites, Oneof these gentlemen
had been a member of St. Matthew's for more
than twenty years, and latterly a very prowmnl-
pent one. Heis a well-known business man
in this city. He felt keenly the words he had
heard,and resolved to call upon the pastor
and inform him how they had affected him.
Just before a meeting of the church society,
some weeks later, ho saw Mr. Sieker, told
him in what position his recent sermon had
placed him, and desired to have the matter
brought before the meeting for discussion.
‘The pastor declined, but said be would con-
gider it at some future time,

But notwithstanding the most strenuous
endeavors of the member referred to, no action
was taken by the church until a long time
after, when at a meeting at which there were
present but 39 out of 230 voting members, 4
resolution was adopted condemning secret
societies as inconsistent with Christian duty.
One person who voted for this resolution was
not entitled, it is said, to a vote, and nine
voted against it, 5o that 29 of the 250 mem-
bers of St. Matthew's Church adopted a reso-
lution which has resulted in  driv-
ing from the church many of its oldest
and most prominent members. It is under-
stood that sixty or seventy persons at least
have retired from St. Matthew’s and joined
other Lutheran chuiches in the city. The
Trinity Lutheran has taken many of them,
and the pastor, Dr. Kretel, has been, it is sajil.
severely criticised by Lis brother of $t. Mat-
thew's for receiving the seceding brethren.—
N. 1% Sun.

The Pope and Ireland.

The correspondent of the Froeman at Rome
writes —

The channel of communication between
the Pope and the Irish Bishops is the Iropa-
gands, not the Secietary of State’s oflive, and
I am able to assure you that on the subject of
the land agitation 1n Ireland no representa-
tiops bave been made to any Irlish prelate.
the

It is perfectly true that present
distress in Ireland has deeply engaged
the sympathies of the Holy Father,

who will at his own time and in bis
own way give expression to his rentiments of
sorrow for the sufferings of the Irish Catho-
lics. Dutthe idea of interfering in the land
agitation by prescribing to the bishops any
particular line of conduct has rot yet crossed
the mind of the Holy Futber. The idea is
yet more absurd of supposing that Leo XTIIL
voluateered to chempion thg cnuge of the
British Governmeut, by representing that
Government as anxicus, by means of
State aid, to diminish Irish distress, and
a8 eager to open the purse of the British
nation to relieve Irish misery. The feeling
entertained in higher clerical orders in Rome
is one of amazement at the apathy of the
British Ministry, and at the hord, unfeeling
manner in which the misery of the Irish peo-
ple was treated. That many of the Irish
ecclesingtics should have displayed vehem.
ence and excitement in advocatiog the cause
of the suffering poor is consldered notbing
extraordinary, and i far from de-
serving Bevere censure from the Vati.
can. If any Cathelic ecclesiastics of Ireland,
in their zeal for the intervst of the'r flock,
are outstepping the bounds of prudence, is
it nof'the Vaticun which must condemn or
reprove them, The priests are amenable to
the laws, If they have transgressed those
laws, let the civil authorities prosecute them.
If they have not transgressed those laws, no

't more need be said.

Bigotry Not Protestantism.

Vice.Chancellor Blake is charged with say-
ing ata recent meeting ¢ the Protestart emi-
grauts add strength to our country ; but the
Roman Catholic comes as an element of weak-
ness, of discord and of strife.” The learned
gentlemen geems to be a diiigent imitator of
the Globe in its worst anti-Popery days, and
it is a pity that he does not change his mental
diet to something more worthy of a gentle-
man, and which would store his mind with
sentiments more worthy of that religion for
which he professes to be so zealous. It is
not necessary that we should deiend our
Cutholic  friends against the coarse
brutality of every pharisaical fan-
atic who chooses to belch farth his
puerile indecencies against them, in the
Billy belief—spawn of overweening conceit
—that he is frightening the Pope and shak-
ing the foundation of the church of Rome,
For if defence were needed Catholica have
in the Irisk Canadiun and Montreal PosT
organs quite able to dea! effectually with
much abler men than their present pigmy
assailant. Besides Catholics can pointtoa
long list of Catholics who have come to
Canada and have left their names.embalmed
in the grateful memories of Cnnadians, and
they can name scoresof names of Catholics
which will be beld in grateful remembrance
when the name of Vice-Chancsllor
Blake shall have been relegated to that
oblivion which is decreed for all narrow
minded bigots, It is not our Catholic friends
who need defence in this instance, but we
would put ina plea for the nimety-nine
hundredths of our Protestant population in
whose hearts the vile bigotry of such men as
the Vice-Chancellor finds no answering echo,
unless it awakes a feeling of disgust; and
causes a regret that one so intolerant and
{llibersl should be placed in a position where
litigants of all creeds must come before him
for justice (?) We ask that our Catholic

friends ohould remember that it is not Pro-
is an inacription suowing that this cdifice | testaptisin that insults them, but merely a}
Anotber in- | foul eoxcrescenee which, for laek of a name }
veription informs the reader that the church } more exprersive of lonthsome intoleranceand |
was fonuded in 1752, but this refers to the } wncharitablesess, we eall bigetry.—Guelph )
dalo ol its legal incorporation asa church | Herald.

i
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Land Leagne Conmmbttes.
The following are the names of the Com-

‘

Charles Stewart Parnell, Bf P, President;
Puarcell VGorman, N P, Waterford ; John
Ferguson, Glasgow ; W Quirke, P P, Dean of |
Cnshel ; A Cummins, LL D, Liverpoal;

the reputation of being am able, con-| Mathew Huoris, Ballinasloe; Ulick J Canon § which prevented th pursnit of the enemy.
snd & man of the| Bourke, Claremorris;J O‘Connor Power, I b rpyy countsy abous tabul and: she line of

members | Londoo; John Behan, C G, Francis st, Dubliv; [ communication is now clews.
themselves | Richard Lalor, Mountrath; J D VFinegan, | Hissar magazine was emptied. There were
ng the services | M P, London; B Shechy, C C, Kilmallock ;3 gevera explosions in. the Balla-Bissar during
For some time | J J Loudoon, B L, Weatport; (Gorman| tho occupation by the insurgents. One ex-

Mahon, M P, Londou; Jobn Dillon X G

Thomas Roe, «Dundulk Democrat”; J ILi

McCloskey, M D, Derry, George Delany,

Dublin; T D Sulliavn, ¢ Nation,” Dublin;

Jas Bryne, Walston Castle, Cork ; & T, Kenny,

71. L Gardiner st, Dublin; Muthallen Marum,

I ¥, Ballyragget; P F Johueon, Kanturk;

M Tonney, C C, Painstown, Leaspaye; Thos

Canon Doyle. I' P, Ramsgrange; Philip J

Moran, Fines, Granard; O J Currabar. Char-

leston, Co Louth; J White, 2-P, Milltown-

Malbay: I' Cummins, P L & Lathmines;

James Daly, I' L i, Castlebar; P bl Furlong,

C €, New Ross; Thomas Ryau, Dublin;

James Rourke, Great Dritein street, Dublin;

Richatd  Kelly, ‘Tunm Hepald; William

Dilton, Dablin; I J Kernedy, T C, Dublin;
M O'Flaherty, Dunumar Castle, Croom ; John

Sweetman, Kells; M ¥ Madden, Clonwmel;
I ¢ Howe, London ; T Lynch, U I, Puinstown,
Beaupare; J F Grebaw, I’ L G, Co Dublin; D
Jrenpan, P P, Co Kiltkenney. W Kelly, Don-
abate, Co Dublin g C Leilly, Arlaune, Uo Dub-
L M'Court, I’ I. ¢, Dublin; Stephen O'Mare,
Limerick ; Thomas Grehan, Co Dublin; M
K Duare, C C, Euniren,thy; 31 J Kenny, I'I
Scariff; B H Medge, Atulumney House, Navao,
Michae! A Canwaw, I' P, Co Sligo. Trea-
surers: W H Sullivan, M P, Killmallock ; J G
Billar, M P, Belfast; Patrick Egan, 23, Syn-
mot place, Dublin. Honorary Secretaties. A
J Kttle, P L G, Co Dublin ; Michael Davitt,
B3 Amiens street, Dublin ; Thomas Brennan,
5 Russell strect, Dublin, Commiftes Rooms,
G2 Middle Abbey street, Dublin.

et O~ i

Tae Sansrieed Mevorian COMMITTEE, —A
spocial meeling of the committee was held on
the 1ith December in the Mayor's Office,
Town Hall, Limerick. The Mayor (Mr.
Michael O'Gorman) occupied thechair. The
other members present were—Tho Most Lev
Rishop Butler, the Right Hon Lord Emly, Mr
Robert Vere O'Brien, JP; Mr E 8§ Synan,
MP; Mc Ambroso Hull, JP; Mr Willlam
Spillane, J P; Mr Maurice Leniban, J P; Mr
P O'Mears, Mr Thomas Gaffney, Mr P S Con-
nolly, Solicitor, and Mr William Iosford.
A fer the minutes of the previous meeting had
been read and signed, Mr. Gaflney asked was
the present meeting called by circular, Mr.
Hall—it wns, and I torwarded one to you.
Mr, Guaiiney—Well, I did not get one,and I
only cama here by recident. The Mayor—
What is the bustness fo-dav? Mr, Hall—
To select one of the models in the other room.
There are six models inside from Messrs.
W. Lawlor, 5. Cahill, J. Lawlor, J. Forsyiht,
J Cahill, and another whose name can't be
mentioned. Mr. Gaftuey—Well, none of those
models are what Sarstield should be; wo want
#m equestrian statue to Sarstield. Mr. Hall
=That has already been decided. It would
cast £6,000 to crect an equestrinn  stalue,
when we will have only money to erect a
figure eight feet high on a pedestal. Aftern
leugthened conversation the pedestrian statue
by Mr. J. Lawlor, of Dublio, was selected on
the motion of Mr. U'Brien, seconded by Lord
Fmly, and 1t was resolved that the agreement
by entered into forthwith, Mr. O'Drien, Mr.
Hall, and Mr. Spillane were appointed as a
sub-committee fo arrange with the artist as
regarded details. Mr. O Driea--Waell, it {3 sat-
isfuctory to find that after five-and-twenty
years we have doue something.  Mr, ('Meara
asked if the accepted design wag not origin-
ated by Mr, Henry G'her, 6f George street, in
this éity.  Mr. Hall—Y\ 1, this modol of Mr.
Lawlor is after tbe sketch made by Mr.
O’Shea  Mr. O'BMara~—VYes, «n I thought, and
it is only fair that the puntic should know
that (hear, hear) It was sgreed after a very
general expression of opinfon as to the
eminent service rendered to the committee by
Mr, O0'8her, that he should be asked to give
the sub-committee the benefit of his experi-
ence. The weeting then sepatated,

-
Irish Relicef Fand.

The following letter from His Grace Arch-
bishop Lynch has been received by the Mayor
of Toronto :—

ST, MicHaEr’s Parace,
Toronto, Dec. 23, 1879,
To Ilis Worship the Mayor of Toronto :

Sin,—I will gladly co-operate in any plan
adopted for the relief of the poor of Ireland.
J have seen with my own eyes the fore-
shadowings of great destitution in many parts
of thut sorely aflticted country. You cannot
entrust your funds to & more kind-bearted
ludy than to Her Grace tbe Duchess of Marl-
borough, who interests herself so much, and
-on all occasions, for the benefit of the poor of
Irsland,

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor,

Yours faithfully,
{ Jonx Joskrn Lyxcy,
Archbishop of Toronto.

- G—
New York death rate averages 25 4-5 per
1,000,

An ounce of keep-your mouth-shut is bet-
ter than a pound eof explunations after you
have raid it.—I7ee Press.

Marshal Canrobert, says a Paris correspon~
dent, has given his famous explanation and-
proved to all who are unprejudiced that the
legend which accuses him of having com.
manded the troops to fire on the people dur-
ing the coup d'ettrt is as untrue as it is absurd.
The sobriquet of « Rrrran,” given to the mar-
shal as an imitation of the roll ot musketry, is
fantaatical as the leat words of Marmion or as
the reply Victor Hugo hag placed in the |
mouth of Cambronne when summoned to gut.
render at Waterloo. He wag not in command
at the time, and he, although unable to ac.
count for the troops opening.fire, very reason-
ably argues that som® young-soldiers, irritated
and excited by the menacing-cries of the crowd
or by one of those famous-pistol shots which
before now have caused more than one san-
guinary scene in the Paris streets, fited thewr
muskets, giving an example which was im-
medintely followed by their comrades:- The
Marshal told his colleagues in the Sénate that
at the peril of hisown life he had dona'all he
could to stop the firing, and'that the lad who
accompanied bim ag bugler was killed by his
side. Finally, he assured them' that
he was a Frenchman and & soldier and''that
no political considerations would ever prevent
him from drawing his sword in.the cause of,
order. : .

‘telegraphs that on the 36th instans.the But-
3 ‘kack has been re-occupied, and that a force
\ wk. 1t hae no church debr,. aud nv fiasn- | mittee of the Land League a.utht')m.‘ed to 7e- |'wik start for Kohistan to-morrow to. punish
uisl emburrassments of any kind; iudeed, one | ceive subssriptions for the zelief of the dis~|ithose wwho participated: in the recent move-
of the members remarked that ibey © hardly | tress in Ireland =— ‘eent there.

i

‘organized to'search for them,

R

AFGHANISTAN,

FLEEING FROM CARUL.

CaLcorTd, December 29.—Gen. Roberts

Gen. Roberts' total loss to date
» 77 kiMed and 220 woundcd.

Loxpon, December 29.—A telegram from
Sleneral Roberts on dho 26th instant says :—
#There was a heav® snow il on the 25th,

"Phe Balla-

plosion is said to have killed:a hnndred per~

went on harmoniously until after he had) George st, Dublin ; W Joyee, I’ I, Lounisburg, | sons. The telegraph  was for u good part
Mr. Sieker be-| Co Mayo; N Ennis, M P, Claremount, Meath : | gestroyed, but it is being rapidly repaired.”

CATLCUTTA, December 30i—A despateh f[rom
Cabul states that the auclosures whlch were
thrown up around Shirpir centonments at the
time the British weredriven to occupy it ns lhe_ |
bise of operations, have beexlevelled by order ol |
General Roserts, belng uo louger required for the
purpose of defence, and thw general position
belng so mueh stremgthenied by the occupatlon
of Cabual and establishnmient of outposts.  The
country a8 . whole is deelsred to be quieting
down, noneof the enemy fu mass having appenr-
ed sinee their dispersion on the evening ol the
wied. (feneral Baker, al the head of a detach-
ment of 1700 men with four guns, is reported to
e marching upon Koldstan. Noncot the prins
cipal Insurgent leaders havo yet been captured,
CATOUTTA, Decomber 30, —A despateh from
Stmla states that Cnlef Amatulla, with 1 con-
slderable foreo, attacked Colonel Norman al
dundamnk yesterdny, but that after s shorl
engngement the Afighans were repulsed with
sonie loss. Colonel Norman is siid (o be ad-
vancing 10 re-occupy Schbaba and Lataband.
The ru.ul to the latter place Is the most available
for military movements of any In the vieinity
of Cabud, running due east in a straizht line
from Bukak as faras Katasino, 23 or:d) nnles
from Cabul, and then in a southorly direction
to Jagdalialk, 5 miles further on. On this ac-
count the value ot Latabandasy Aan outpost Is
appreciated by General Robarts, who is declared
to intend to hold it by an ndequate sarvlson.
Cangr, December 26.—The Moliammedans
are nbandoning Cabul, fearing some retribu-
tion will Lo cxercised on them, as they all

shop and house was gutted, except thoso be-
longing to Mohammedans. The women were
stripped publicly, snd the men shot in tho
streets. The total loss of the enovmy near

imposed by Imperinl

sympathize with tho Bosth Ilindoos who re-
main in Cabul. The report is that a reign of
tertor existed from the [5th December until
the city was abandoned by the rebels. Every

eanquest.  Foreign
competition and bad rarvescs, ny which, in
one year alone, according tu the calculation
ot Mx, Dwyer Gruy, Irelnnd lost thirty millions
sterling, have had one advantage, and shatis,
they have drawn attention, in a atriking way,
to the great evil of the system of tenaat-at-
will, the most demoralising: and degrading to
which it is possible to reduce the working
population #ot any country. It is hardly
in the power of laonguage to describe
the many evil effects ot this systemn It has
biasted the hopes, ruined the homes, and de-
stroyed the lives of millions of tho Irish race.
It has stopped the social, political, and indus-
trial growth of IrelaLd as effectually as if the
conntry had been in a state of pespetual civil
war; aud no war bak ever been so-cruel in its
incidents or operaticas towards those among
whom it was carried on, than the war which
Irish londlordism has waged agaiast the
people whose inberitance it usurped, and
whose property 3t has coufiscated. ¢ The
worst fud, thu worst clothed, and the worst
housed people in Europe'——this igthe descrip-
tion which every impartial traveller who bas
seen the lrish people at howme has given of
thom. Dehold the result of the system «f
tenant-at-will and centuries of Enghish rule?
< DF the G0H,000 tenant farmers in Ireland
more than half o million, represecting with
their families about thres million persons,
| have no security in their homes, or in the
! business upon which they depend for their
i daily bread, but are at the mercy of a fow
| thonsand persons—the lords of the soil of
{ Ireland.  Agricutture being the mainspring
" of the natiou's wealth, the interests of the
commercinl and trading community are
naturally dependont upon the induastry of
| the farmers, and so it results that the fate and
| fortunes of more than five millions of people
ure in the hands of the small soction number-
ing mnot wmore than o few thousands.
No system of government could possibly
bring prosperity to a peopleso circumsianced.
Tiven if they wers endowed with all the at-
tributes of political freedom, their social coas
dition would still bo n condition of slag2rx...
They are the victims of & system cleashy: 5
compatible with social rights and Jad-
freedom. It may bo necessary fur -
plain here what I mean by ¢eget
¢industrial freedom.  Sociw?
defined in words which w-
Declaration of Amerles
1 would define it, !
right to life, lib-
ness; snd?

-,

strial
me to ex-
il right ' and
rights may be
5 to be found {n the
.n Independence, and
.o those words, as ‘the
Jrty, and the pursuit of happi-
: b adustrial treedon, in the senso
in Whick oo the phrase, is the right of the
WOk s to enjoy the fruits of their own ex-

Cabul is placed at 2,000, The snow is fast
melting.

December 22.—Among tho stipulaticnr,
presented by Mahomed Jan as o basds 7,
peace wero the return to India of a Briyisn
force at Cabul, and that a promess b, piven

ficers to remain at Capy! 8s hastagas for the
tnlthont ot prom:es:

Ine
aatd

graphs as follows: General Ruberts reports
that on December 30th the forco under the
command of Geoperal Baker, which left Cabul
on the 27th December, i8 returning from
Kohistan, having destroyed the unopposed
fort of the rebel chief Mirbateha, which was
found abandomed. Several Kohistan und
Logar chiefs have tendered their submis.
sion.

THE TAY CATASTROPHF.

Further Tidingr—An  Over-Estinidiieil
Loss—List of Passcengers.

Loxnox, December 20.—The wilway au-
thorities now estimate the total lost at 75, A
telegram from Dundeesays only 56 passenger
tickets were taken at the last stopping place,
but these do not account for a number of
young children reqniring no tickets, nor for a
number of passengers for Broughwy Ferry,
whore tickets were not taken up, Howoever,
if this statement is correct, it is evident that
the loss of life bas been greatdy over-esti-
mated.

Government hag sent two inspectors to as-
certain the particulars of the Tay-Dridge dis-
aster, and has algo directed o formal inquiry
into the occurrence. ldivers thus far have
‘beot unpYie Lo discover the wrecked train.
They will make paother effort to-day. The
placo wlhe:s the trani synk is f’-ﬁll of quicks
sands, and if the bodies drowneil are it -
covered they will become imbeddeod with the
cars beyond recovery.

Tlhie Queen has telegraphed tho Provost of
Dundee tendering her condolence with the
bereaved. Ouly one Lody, so far, hus been
recovered, and that badly mutilated.

Various accounts agree in placing the total
loss of life by the disnster at vo.

Loxpoy, December 20.-—The gale which
destroyed Tay Bridgo waa the most violent
ever known in Scotlund since the memorable
storm of Junuary, 67. "Phe streets of Dundes
were Covered with debris. The streets woro
almost deserted until the rumor of the
demolition of the bridge atteacted hundreds to
the shore of the Tay. Reportsfrom Glasgow,
Paisley, Greenock and lidinburg say the
storm raged with great violence. It is claimed
by some that the bridge was not demolished
by the gale, but that one or more of the back
carrisges went off the rails and, coming
against the lattice work, tore the structure to
pieces.

T.oNxDpoXN, December 30.—The following list of
names of officluls and passeogers which went

through the Tuy Bridge has been suppllied by
offlcers of the company aud by relatives and

to send back the Ameer withy ove ¥,ritish of.

Losvoy, Decembor 21 .—The Viceroy tele

" dons,and  to Lo safe, in the pursuit
vof their  industry, from the rapacity
i of their neighbours. There  is  noth-
ingg  more capnble of proof than that
the present land system of lreland is opposed
i to the social rizhts and the industrial free-
i dom of the Irish people as here  understoad.
Whenn people die in large numbers of
starvation in their own couutry, or Iy from
‘t hecause they cannot get enongh to eat out

of ”!9‘;:”1 which that country has ;rr:'“""wom

and which 18 0% % enfetant 16 gistain
thewm, that ihe people are denied the right to
live ; and if a peopld bave not « right to five
in their own land while it 18 rlch enough to
support them, they are deprived of liberty and
tho purstit of happiness.”

L hold that Mr. O'Conpor Power is tight,
and the writer io this jomrnal last weok who
rigned himsell ¢ Saxon ” is wrong in aflirm-
ing that the State cannot take property from
landlonds when the intercsts of the people
demandit. The power which gives property
can always take it again when the common
goorl makes it necessarv.  Mr. Gladstone, in
his speeeh at West Calder in Midlothian, said,
“If itis known to be for the welfare of the
community at large, the Legislature is per.
fectly entitled to buy out the lnnded proprie-
tors”; and he then admitted the justice of the
principle so long insisted upon by Herbert
Spencer, John Staurt Mill and others,
that «those who possess Iarge portions of the
spaces of the earth are not altogether
in the same position s the possessors of mere
personality ; personnlity, or portable property,
does not impose the same limitations upon
the actions and industry of men and the well-
being of the community as does the posses—
gion of land.” Of conrse full compensation
must be made to be dispessessed—as was thu
caso when tho Irish Church was dig.gstah
| lished—and s was eiten not tho casy when
the forefathors of miny of the present land-
proprictors camo inlo posseesion of Irish pro-
perty. If it can be proved that the system
works badly—thata readjustment of the Jand
laws would procure the pence and presperity

of many thousands of Irish people—
then the Government is bound in
all  equity to take this matter in

Land and deal with it. Municipal bodies

have the right to compcl persons holding.
propetty in a city to sell it all, or some por-

tion of it, at a fuir valution when the welfare

of the city mnay demand it, and why should

not the Btate exercise the same control? If

the Jand-laws of Ireland are bad, let them by
all means be amended. At any rate, the

tenant-at-will system is bad from beginning

to end. It must take from the tenant every-

thing like n desire to carry on good, acientific

farming. Of what use is it that a farmer cul-

tivate hisland, euriching it with manure,

changing tho nature of the crop, and such

like things, when l:e may be turned out of it

at the end of anyseagon? Nothing can be so

calculated to impoverish the soil and all who

till it, and in the interests of justice and

good order it should be abolished ut once.

fricnds of passcengers who were walting at the
station :—

Qfitcials—David AMceBeatl:, guard ; David Mit-
chell, guard; Johun Marshall, deiver; Dounald
Murray, stoker,—nll of Dundee,

Lasgengers — Ex-Chancellor David Jobson,
Joseph Anderson, cnmpositor; Mrs, Meldrum,
James Dnnean, David Johnston, Robert Wul-
son, with David and Robert Hissons, Davld
Seott, goods elerk ; Robert Synie, elerk ; Jamey
Lesile, Arclilbald Batn, Jessle Baln, David Netsh,
tencher and reglstrar; James Peebled, appren-
tice; George Johnstone, Mrs. Cheap., Thomas
Annan, Wni. and Alexander Robertson, Wm.
and David MeDonnld, David Graham, Peter
Salmond, Mrs. Mann, Llzzie Brown, John
Hamilton, Aifce Upton,

8ir Thomas I3ouch, {he engineer of the bridgs,
with o number of good engineers, made an in-
spactlon to-day. They found that the whole
foaudntions were intact, Theopinion of him-
relf and others {s that thetrain proceeded with-
out [nterruption until it reached the high
glrders: then one or more of the back carriages
went off the ralls, coming against the: lattice
work, and tore the struclure 1o pieces, causing
the frightful disaster. The showers of sparks
geen by those on shore it is believed were cansed
by collislon of the carrirges with the iron work.
"The North British Railway Company have
decided at the next meeting of that Board
that immediante steps be taken to rebuild the
Tay bridge.

Diving in the Tay at the bridge disaster
1as been suspended, owing to boisterous
weather. The railway authorities say there
ig little doutt that the bodies have been

washed seaward. A boat expedition hag beon

—

DIrish Land Laws.
Mr. O'Connor Power, writing in the Nine.
teenth' Century, put the case of the Irish ten-
antg-inthe very strongest light. He says :—

«The -main cause of Irish poverty s not to
be iound'in over-population, or in- any want
of ‘energy or economy on the the part of the

Of course it will be argued against this that
the whole proposition is revolutionary, and
the work of expropriation ouce started in
Ireland may cause a demand for the same
kind of thing in England. Toriesand Whigs
alike would regard the mere suggestion a8
coming from the devil ; Lut that should not
be allowed by reasonzble people to stand in
the way of an act of justice to freland. The
Irish must not sutfer a cruel wrong in order
that the interests of Iinglish landholders may
be carefully conserved. The old motto atill
stands, and well is it for our common human-
ity that men can yet dare to believe in its
ethics :  Justitia fiat, ruat cwlum.—Canadian
Snectator,

Carrent Items,
Inundations in the Canary Islands.
Governor Cornell has removed to Albany.

A young man of Cleveland, O, deeply in
love with & Jewish maiden whom be wished
to marry, recently renounced his Christian
faith and embraced that of his betrothed, It
is not difficult to determine beforehand who
will ¢run” that family.

The Roman Catholics of Puget's S8ound pro-
pose building & mission church—a vesgel with,
sacristy, library, refectory aud dormitory ; and

a saloon accommodating several hundred
worshippers. It will be navigated by Indians
and moored along the coast, the services being
announced by a cannon shot.

# The Captain is going to haut down all the -
sheets immediately,” said s passenger on ona.
of the ecean steamers as he came down below.

# Ow! the rude thing ; he shan’t come in here '
at any rate,” shrieked a shrill feminine voice; -
followed by the banging of & stateroom door. ..

Irish people, but in the aystem of laud: tenure |.

~ Baston Commercial Bulletin.



