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plication. Christian spoech and Christian
action will be modified in that application, as
to the method, manner, aim. degree of attention,
proportion of pains and emphasis according to
the time and place. A well-kopt Lent will not
be in & community of farmers and their families
amony the hills exuctly what it would be in
New York and Chicago; in Fifth Avenue
fughious and mnotions, or ut Tuxedo and Lake-
wood, what it would be in mining districts and
fuctory populations; in the United States what
it would be in Syria, or Egypt, or Judea. Bruth-
erhond men know this. Preuchers oaght to re-
memberit.
Our place is here, our time is now. What
ever other enemies to tho righteousness of Christ
threaten and imporil our communities, to the
prerent writer four stand in right, and at hand,
with terrible strength, with alarmicg ubiquity,
with strong self justifcations, with subtlo fasei-
nations. The names are familiar, The shapes
aro manifold, One secret source and motive,
self indulgence, is common to them all, Arrayed
against the will of God and the good of men,
women, and children are lust, intemperance,
selfish wealth, immoderate amusement, No-
body can deny that licentiousness is foul, de
basing and destructive.
itself denica that the saloon is perniciouy,
andacions and ruinons. No men but those who
have got or are getting moro than their share
deny that greedy capitalism is beartloss
meun and cruel. Only those who are swept on
under its illusions and fanaticisins forget that
the tide of pleasure-sceking bears down the
nobler traits of humanity, hides the true cnds
for which life is given, and carries with it a
wicked waste. So far have these depravilies
corrupted the fountains of social welfaro, so far
have ibe wrongs perverled the standards of
moral judgment, that mon who have stndied
much and thought more gravely question
whother the coming age in cur own country, in
spite of Christianity, will not confirm the awful
obsorvations of the past, that as civilization
ripens it rots, God’s ordinances in the Family,
the School Business, the Stato,—have they gain-
ed or lost in our generation ¥ Be Lhat as it may,
what have the twolve thousand Christian men
in the Brotherhood to doubout it? Theinquiry
is mot put to the mass, o Chapters, to conven-
tions or conferences, bnt to every moember. It
is not put by a man ; anothor Lent puts it.

It would appear then that Gnd's providence
in the Church hag appoiuted Forty Days this
year in which to apply with special rigor the
cternal principles of righteousness, such as
purity, self-control. justice, religious seriousnoss,
to these four particular dopartments or lines of
practical duty. The dovont opportunity and
tho apparatus, the multiplied services and the
pablic expectation are provided. Goneralities
of intention or geueralities of language, in the
periodical, in the pulpit or the meeting, will not
accomplish a great deal. *“Canst thou draw
out Leviuthan with a hook ?” Canst thou stay a
flood witb pen and ink ? Canst thou wash the
house und street with 2 mist ?

A recent census report states that there are
forty thoussnd prostitutes in the city of Now
York. It would be moderate to say that five
{imes A8 many womeh and {en times as many
mon violate chastity in some way secretly,
universal shame being a part of the natural
human protest against that violation. Compare
the knowledge and experionce on that subject
now with what men had in Sodom and
Gomorrah, Which generation is chargeable
with the greater sin?  Onc can only conjecture
how mauny of these modern transgressors hear
sermons and say prasyers on Sundays. Doocs
“gociety ” ask aa carefully what are the morals
of the men it invites and smiles upon as it asks
what ihey own, how they dress or who accepts
their cards ? Does it ask about their morals at
all ? If it did, and if the answer were “ No-

None but the saloon -

toriously bad,” would the invitations be with-
held? Would it outweigh the property the
Blne Book, the titlo, the family name? Is it
charity oris it profanity that sets up a chancel
ornumernt beside a tablet inscribed with the
Seventh Commandment, accepting it at the
hands of a wile whose manners are a jest with
other women's husbands? Ono of the duties
and honours of St. Andrew's men is so to treat
the young men they meot and deal with as to
draw them into tho Church. By their tuct,
conduct, acquaintance with temptation, they
can do quite as much to druw them away and
lkeep them clean from debauchery. Sexual
clounliness is perhaps the one virtue which a
brave layman can do more to promote than the
most faithtul and experienced clergyman. To
Christian knightship the honor of a shop-girl is
as sacred as that of a duchess. Tassion kills its
victims. Moral cowardice lets them die. This
is n {imo to fast and pray for courage.

An enlirely responsible and accurato
aunthority said not long ago that the city of
Boston was ruled and misruled, by sixteen
wholesale liquor dealers. Those sixteen dealers
controlled the retailera to the number of many
thousand, and the retailers practicaily controll-
ed the votors. Anequally responsible authority
has more recently said that in New York the
saloons are mortgaged to the brawers, the poli-
ticians are mortgaged to the saloon keepers,
the people are mortgaged to the politiciuns,
The New York Times was in its sensos when it
declared that the saleons had more 10 do
directly with the government of this country
than all tho teachers and preachers., How
much the teachers and praachers could do if
they set about it directly, expressly and with-
out ambiguity, we haveno way of mossuring.
QOur proposition is three fild, Intemperance
and liquor selling being an enormous Iniquity
everywlere, the Church as the Body and
Messenger of Christ has it for a prime duty to
tostify uncquivocally and consistently against
it. This testimony i3 not to be shified off by
ministers npon legislators and policemen and
« reformers,” nor yet by these upsn ministers,
Tho spiritual instrumentalities of the Church,
Lenton prayers, intercessions, watchings, labors
ineluded, ave surely to bo employed 'for awalken-
ing consciences und stirrinz efforts to this end.

No room is left for misunderstanding as io
the legitimacy of Lenten remonstrances aguinst
injustices of accumalation and abuses of
property. “Is not this the Fast that [ bave
chosen, to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo
tho heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go
free, and that yo break every yoke 2" ¢ I wil]
come near to you in judgment, and I will be a
gwift witness against falseswearers and against
them that oppress tbe hiroling in his wages
and the widow and fatherless. and that tura
nside tho stranger from his right, and fear not
mo, said tha Lord of hosts.” * Bohbol the hire
of the laborors who have reaped down your
fields, which is of you kepi back by fraud, crieth,
and the cries of them which have reaped
have cntored into the ears of the Lord of
Sabaoth, Your gold and silver is cankered and
the rast of them shall cat your flesh as it were
fire,” Will the fire scoreh Heurew monopelists
only ? Will it skip the pews of nineteenth
conlury capitalists, owners of foul sweating
shops, unsanitary tenements, selfishly managed
mines, factories and railwuys, beeauso the warn-
ings bave rung down through eighteen cent-
uries ? There ave inequalities that the Almighty
permits ; there aro other inequalities which
man makes and God abhors and rebukaes. Ono
of these must be that where a privileged, shrewd
and fortunate employer makes miserics along
with his millions, Therc are competitions fair
and serupulons ; there are others as despicuble
a3 they are despotic. He who sitteth above
the waterfloods that are rising already ovor the
foundations of nationa! ordur and concord

knows which aroe these and which are thosa,
It is a good timo to pray Houven to open the
eyes of the blind, to give us judges and law
makers that money cannnt bay, and to bless
those sufforers who wait puliently for the com-
ing of the day of recomponse.

The social frivolities that intoxicato our cities
and towns could be dismissed with little concern
if they began only in foily and ended in nothing
but stupor, It would be enouvh to pity the
minds that can he content with them uud to
lamont the losses of nobleness, high service and
joyful simplicity which they cost. It isin that
region of oxcess and dissipation, however, that
most of the greater sins wo havo deplored are
stimulated, multiplied and displayed. They
flatter * the world,” influence ¢ the flesh ™ and
obey the dc7il.” Rutional amusoment, innncent
recreation and wholesomo mirth are discredited
and mocked by their affeetaticns, vanities, pro-
fanities and lies. They are ths very scandals
to the Church and the very dangors to tho soul
that tho coming season of penitenco, vigilance
and self-denial is set in tho Church year to avert
or subdue,

It is too much to hope for, that the men of
the Brotherhood throughout the couniry seeing
the foes to be resisted and the victories to bo
won, will be united insupplication and saerifice
as they are in the fellowship of tho fuith?

“God givous Men! A timo like this domands

Strong minds, great hearts, trae fuith, and
ready hands ;

Men whom the lust of offiec does not kill;

Men whom the spoils ot office cannot buy ;

Mon who possess opinions and a will;

Men who love honoar—mon who will not lie;

Mon who can stand beforo a domagogus,

And brave his treacherous flutleries without
winking !

Tall men, sun-ecrowned, who live above the fog

In publicduty and in private thinking ;

Tor while tho rabble, with their thum-worn
creeds,

Their largo professions and thoir little deeds,

Mingloin sellish strife, lol [roelam weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice
sloeps.”

—The St. Andrew’s Cross,

THE CHURCH HAS OUTLAVID DYNAS-
TIES AND LHMPIRES.

The Church is a tower of rirength, whose
maker and builder is God. Stronger she must
become, in the estimalion of tho world, as years
ran on, und she remaing unshaken, so that hor
baro existenco is a weapon of evidenze, whose
power increases with its age. Already tho
Church has lasted longor than all the world's
dynastios and empires, and kingdoms and
states. She is the survivalof an age which has
left nothing elso living on the earth, Classic:y
antiquity is dead, its cities are buried, its lan-
guages are no longer spoken, The Gospel was
preached, huptism was administered, tho laying
on of hands followed, and the believers con.
tinuod steadfastly in the Apostie’s doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in
prayers when Tiberius was on the throne of the
Ciesars ; the same Gospel is preached and tho
samo government in Bishops, Priests and
Doacons shelters the same croed and ssera-
ments, and worship still. There has been no
change as touching anything essontinl, Lun-
guages have died, and new tongues havesprung
up, and new peoples spzuk them, Thoe old or-
der of things have vanished away, and in sue-
cession have come a Western hemisphere and
modern thonght and civilization,but the Church
and her institution+ remuin unchanged, like her
Divine Head, who i3 the ‘‘same yesterday, to-
day, and forover.,”—Parish Record, Boston,



