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We wiah to impress upon our dear friends
who have made the vow of Confirmation. that
they ought to receive thu Ho)y 'Communion as
often and as regularly as they can. Some we
are sorry te say, do not realize their obligation
to keep the solemn promise they made when
confirmed " to keep God's Holy Will and Com-
mandmente."

Our Lord Jesaus Christ commande us to re-
ceive the cly Communion in remembrance of
Him. Consequantly the neglect of titis Sacra-
ment shows that Christ bas beau forgotten, and
that the Chrietian life is not followed. He says
(Sts John vi., 58) " Except ye recetve the flesh
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have
no life in yon"; that la, no spiritual -life, whieh
comes th.rough faithfully receiving the Holy
Communion; for this.Sacrament is God's ap-

pointed means of nourishing our spiritual life.
Those who bave promised to live a .Christian
hife should go often to the Holy Communion for
strength aud comfort, or they will become spir-
itually dead, that is without " life." The words
of Christ are a fearful warning te those who re-
fuse or neglect to come to the Lord's table.
How terrible it is to think that they have " no
life in them I

We have beau speaking particularly of those
. who neglect their opportunities for receiving
the Sacrament. There are otners who seldom
or never have such opportunities aithough ihey
earnestly desire to receive the Bread and Wmle
of Life, For such there is no condemnation.
" They are not under the law " as St. Paul telle
us, The Prayer Book says that when the Sac-
rament can not bu had, a man earnestly repents
of his sine and bas a lively faith in the death of
Christ upn the cross for him, "earnestly re-
membering the benefits ha bas therebv. and
giving Hlim hearty thanks therefor, bu does oat
and drink the Body and Blood of Our Saviour
Christ profitably to bis soul's health, aithoagh
ha do not receive the Sacrament with his mouth.

These words refer ouly to those who desire
the Sacrament, but cannot recuive it by reason
of physical infirmity or the absence of a minis-
ter. For all others, who have the opportunity
but neglect it caralessly or indiffereuly, there
is no excuse.

We have met some who plead their deafness
as a reason for net going to the Holy Commu-
nion, except when the service is intwrpreted for
them. To such we say-Do not say away b-
cause you cannot hear. With your Prayer
Book, you can easily follow the service, if you
really wish to. If you find any difficulty, ask
soma one to show you the pices lu the book.
Do not hesitate. People will be glad to assist
when they know that yon need help. Your
pastor or rector wl gladly give you any infor-
mation about the service if you ouly ask him.
If yon have no Prayer Book, ha will readily
farish one, or yeu can write to your M ission-
ary, who will supply you. With a little pr'ac-
tice, you will soon leara from the position of
the minister what part of the service ha is rend-
ing. We know some deaf-mutes who use the
Prayer Book as readily as any hearing person.
ln the case of those who have not learned to
read, true faith and sinceredesire aie sufficient;
indeed, these essentials ever'yone must possess
in order to obtain uny benefit from the Sacra-
ment.

Sickness does not excuse neglect of Che Roly
Communion. If you are unable to go to Church,
your pastor or your Missionary will ,ladly go
to you, if you will inforn hm. And surely of
all times-the hour of sickness isthe most proper
time to seek forgivenese, comfort and pesce in
that religion of whichthe Holy Communion is
the biglhet aot of devotion.

Nor, finally, is the feeling 'of unworthiness a
proper excuse for remaaining away from the
Lord's table. If you are convinced of sin, youn
must repent; and the Iloly Sacrament is ex-
pressly offered for the confort of those who are
sorry for their sins and wish to do botter,.
Herein lies the power and blessing of the Holy
Communion, in that it stencgthens our good re-
solves, aud enablos us to resist sin buttor. And
the oftener we receive it truly, the botter our
lives become, and the more worthy wC are to
be called the children of God.

If, however, you cannot quiet your consci-
ence, that is, if yon cannot satisfy yourself that
you are worthyto receive the Holy Communion,
go to your pastor and tel! him your doubts or
difficulties fully and frcely, and ha vili aid aud
comfort you.

Then stay away no longer, but corne and say
once more from the heart ' nd bere we olr
and present unto Thea curselves, our seouls and
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy and lively sacri-
fice unto Tbeo."

THE B1SHOP OF LICIFIELD (DR?.
MACLAGAN) ON CA TECHISING.

.JI Reverend Brethren,-I have been pleased
to learn that in seveial parishes of the dioceso
the suggàstion bas been adopted which I made
in my lettor addressed te you last month, with
regard to the systematie teaching of Christian
doctrine fromn our pulpits, and o&pecially dur-
ing the Holy Season on which we have now
entered. I have no doubt that this lias beaen
the case in many other parishes from which 1
have had no communication. 1 desire now te
follow up what I have sumd by reminding you
that this work is as much needed among tha
young of our flocks as among our adat parish-
loners; and that the Church horselfhas pointed
out very clcarly thu means by which this want
inay bu supplied. I have frequently urged
upon you the pr.ctieu of publiec catechising, net
only as an net of obedience te those directions
in the Book of Common Prayer which we are
solemniy bound to observe, but aiso as by far
the most effective means of building up the chld.
ren of God in the fear of Christ. I do not se
bow we can balieve that we are fulfilling our
obligations as Ministers o His Church if we
neglect this important work. No Sunday-
sehools or ether efforts of a similar kind cari
supply the place of that public instruction
within the House of God which the Church
provides for ber baptizcd childron. I would
also wish you to obéserve that this is the only
kind of teaching which the Ordinal assigns te
our deacons as appertaining to thair offico,
and that it devolves upon tbem te give them-
selves diligently te this work. But niy object
lu reverting to thie subject at the present timU
is to point out to you how fitly the work of!
catechising might b commenced iu parishe
where it is not al'eady carried on"; and how
edmirably it would stingthn and extend the
systematic teaching of Christian truth which
se many of you ame, at present, giving in ser-
mons to your, ordinary congregations. And
this instruction will nîot benefit the children
alone. It is not impossible te induce parents
te ba present when thair own children are
being catechised; and it might often happn,
especially among the less cducated cliasse.,
that they would learn more from this simpleo•
kind of taching than from the more formnal
sermon. In cvery" parish the two ought a!-
ways to bu carried on together. It would main-
tain the ethod and contbauity of our pastoral
teaching. Our people would be more deeply
and intelligently interested in the truths which
we put before them, and would, as St. Peter
speaks, grow in the knowledge of our Lord

esaus Christ. It i. quite possible that many
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of the clegy, who bava, not been acoustômed
te catechising, may not see their wây t begin
it at once as a permanent part of thair Sunday
work; but they might bu wilting te un-'1et9ke
it on the Sundays of the Leuten Seasôn; 'If
this were done, and carefui efforts m'at' o
render it as effective and interesttng 'as pps-
sibie, it is not improbable that iii many i-
stances the way would be made clear for don-
tinuing a work ivhich, as time goes on, beciÙme
not only moro easy but more delightful tothe
catechist, and more profitable for the children.
Thera may, however, be some parishes, where
from varions causes the elergy could not them-
salves conduct the catechising. Under subh
circumstances I should be prepared, at the re-
quest of the parish pricet, te sanction the am-
ployment of a lay catechist; provided that in
tCint case Ib catechising should not take the
place of any of the regular services ofthe
church, but should b altogether additional
te and separato froin then; and that no lav
catechist should on anY account bu employed
who has not receivedfrom me a special license -

after duo inquiry and examination. .This
w'ould ba in some mtesre a ruturn to the
pînetice of the carly Church, and an adaptation
of it to Our own ciacumstances; for although
there does net seemn to have been any distinct
order i' catechists, yet the work was often ou-
trueid, and the naMne applied, not only to the
ordained clergy but also to readere and others "i
in thu Miner Orders of the Church.

I desiro hen to commend this matterato
your caroful consideration and te your earnest,
praye. On you, as an myself, thora rest the
solin obligation expiessed in the words of
our Lord-' Feed My Lambs;' and the Church
of Christ, informed by the HoIy Spirit, bas
not ony taught us how this May best bu doue,
but lias anjoined upon us the doing cfdit.
May he evor give us g-ace, as faithful and tue
pastors, to fulfil ail tLa trust that -1a bas cedr-
miîittted to us, for the glory of God and the
salvation of His ehildren.--Your faithful ad
afrctionate Brother und BishopI

Vî. U- LY6XfrIrÈW
Lichfield fliocesan Magazine.

TuE Easter Nn.nber of The Young Church-
man, (Milwauke, Wit.), is the most beautifal
and well devied paper of tho kind that -we
have sean. Happy should the Sunday-schoiol.
childran b who reeived it as their Enster
Card I But we rafer to it alsi to note thaestate-
ment of the wondorful and desorved success
achieved by thie ever attractive Sunday-school
papir. The publishers say 60,000 copies of
thair Easter iniumber were issued, and they add -

" What hath Gad wrought " is thu eclama-
tion as wu look upon and contemplate the vast-
nass (f the figures. To those who read the
paer te-day. it is nothing; but to ne who

sûventeen years ago carried the first little bundle
o' two hundred copies of the first number from
thu priiting offlice, which was the whole udition
requircd then, the change la greater -than we
cau express in worldu. And more than, that:
when we reafiza that Chat buginning wqsthe
fouidation-stone of what is now " The Young
Churcihman Company," of which this paper id
only a part, then truly doues our heart awell
with gratitude to Almighty God that all Chis
hath been permitted to grow, and the work to
bu carried on to the glory of Ris nane and.for
the good of Ris Church."

Now why should not the Church in Canada j
have a similar Company ? doing like good ands
permanent work foi Hr ? We hav long -de-
sired to ee such a Company formed. Such a »
work commencedi one that should embraea
Church paper, a Sunday-school paper, Sunday
school Leaflets and liteî-ature of all kinda, viz.
start a," Causan Pa.NTina AND P rBLgÎIKfi
ComePsY." Wbat do our subsoriber say-


