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- THE HOLY COMMUNION,

" By TEE REV. J. M Koﬂnngn.

———

We wish to impress upon our dear friends
" who have made the vow of Confirmation. that
they ought to receive the Holy Communion as
often and as regularly as ‘they can. Some we
are sorry to say, do not realize their obligation
to keep the solemn promise they made when
confirmed “ to keep God's Holy Will and Cora-
mandmenta.”

Qur Lord Jesus Christ commands us to re-
ceive the Hely Communioh in remembrance of
Him. Consequently the neglect of this Sacra-
ment shows thal Christ has been forgotten, and
that the Christian life is not followed. Hesays
(St. John vi., 53) “ Except ye receive the flesh
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have
no life in you”; that is, no spiritual life, which
comes through faithfully receiving the Holy
Communion; for this Sacrament is God’s ap-

ointed means of nourishing our spiritual life.

hose who bave promised to live a Christian
life should go often to the Holy Communion for
strength and comfort, or they will become spir-
itually dead, that is without * life.” The words
of Christ are a fearful warning to those who re-
fose or neglect to come to the Lord's table.
How terrible it is to think that they have “no
life " in them!

‘We have been speaking particularly of those

. who neglect their opportunities for receiving
the Sacrament. There are others who seldom
or never have such opportunities aithough they
earnestly desire to receive the Bread and Wine
of Life, Tor such there is no condemnation.
“They are not under the law " as St. Paul tells
us, The Prayer Book says that when the Suc-
rament can ot be had, s man earnestly reponts
of bis sing and has a lively faith in the death of
Christ upcn the cross for him, ‘* earnestly re-
memberipg the benefits he hus thereby, and
giving Him hearty thanks therefor, he does eat
and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour
Christ profitably to his soul’s health, althongh
he do not receivethe Sacrament with his mouth,

These words refer only to those who desire
the Sucrament, but cannot receive it by reason
of physical infirmity or the absence of a minis-
ter. For all others, who have the opportunity
but neglect it carelessly or indifferently, there
is no excuse.

‘We hove met some who plead their deafness
ag a reason for not going to the Holy Commu-
nion, except when the service is inturpreted for
them. To such we say—Do pot siay away be-
cause you cannot hear. With your Prayer
Book, you can easily follow the service, if you
really wish to. If you find any difficulty, ask
some one to show you the pluces in the book.
Do not heeitate. People will be glad to assist
when they know tbat you need help. Your
pastor or rector will gladly give you any infor-
mation sbout the service if you only ask him.
If you bave no Prayer Book, he will readily
furnish one, or you can write to your Mission-
ary, who will supply you. With a litlle prac-
tice, you will soon learn from the position of
the minister what part of the service he isread-
ing. We know some deaf-mutes who use the
Prayer Book as readily as any hearing person,
In the case of those who have not learned to
read, true faith and sincere desire are sufficient ;
indeed, these essentials everyone must possess
in order to obtain any benefit from the Sacra-
ment. .

Sickness does not excase neglect of the Holy
Communion. If you are unable to go to Church,
your pastor or your Missionary will .ladly go

" to you, if you will inform him. And surely of
all times the hour of sickness i8 the most proper
time to seek forgiveness, comfort and peace in
that religion of which the Holy Communion is
the highest act of devotion. :

Nor, finally, is the :f;ecling of unworthiness a

| proper excuse for remaining away from the

Lord’s table. Ifyou are convinced of sin, you
must repent; and the Holy Sacrament is ex-
prossly offered for tho comfort of those who wre
sorry for their sins and wish to do bettor,
Herein lies the power and blessing of tho Holy
Communion, in that it strengthens our good re-
solves, aud cnublos us to resist sin bettor. And
the oftoner we receive it truly, the better our
lives become, and the more worthy we are to
be called the children of God.

If, however, you cannot guiot your consci-
ence, that is, if you cannot satisfy yourself that
you are worthy to receive the Holy Communion,
g0 to your pastor aund tell him your doubts or
difficulties fully and freely, and he will aid and
comfort you.

Then stay away no longer, but come and say
once more from the hoart “and here wo offer
and presont unto Thee ourselves, our souls and
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy and lively sacri-
fice unto Thee.” '

THE BISHOP OF LICHFIELD (DR
MACLAGAN) ON CATECHISING.

My Reverend Brethren,—I have beon pleased
to learn that in soveral parishes of the diocese
the suggéstion has been adopted which I made
in my lettor addressed to you last month, with
regard to the systematic teaching of Christian
doctrine from our pulpits, and especially due-
ing the Holy Season on which we have now
ontered. I have no doubt that this has boon
the cuse in many othor parishes from which I
have had no communication. 1 desire now to
follow up what I have said by reminding you
that this work is as much needed among tho
young of our flocks as among our adalt parish-
ioners; and that the Church herselfhas pointed
out very clearly the means by which this want
ray be supplied. I have frequently urged
upon you the pructice of public catechising, not
only as an set of obedience to those directions
in the Book of Common Prayer which wo are
solemnly bound to observoe, but also as by far
the most efective means of butlding up the ch:ld-
ren of God in the fear of Christ. I do not see
how wo can believe that wo ave fulfilling our
obligations as Ministers of His Church if we
neglect this imporiant work. No Sunday-
schools or other efforts of a similar kind can
supply the place of that public instruction
within the House of God which the Church
provides for her b.ptized childron. I would
also wish you to obgerve that this is the only
kind of teaching which the Ordinal assigns to
our deacons as appertaining to their offico,
and that it devolves npoun them to give thom-
selves diligenily to this work. Bul my object
in reverting to this subject at the present time
is to point out to you how fitly the woric of
catechising might Le commenced in parishes
wheroe it is not already curried on and how
udmirably it would strengthen and extend the
gystematic teaching of Christian truth which
g0 many of you :ue, at present, giving in ser-
mons to your.ordinary congregations. And
this instruction will not benetit tho children
alone. It is not impossible lo induce prrents
to be present when their own children are
being catechised ; and it might often Lappen,
especially umong the less educated classes,
that they would learn more from this simpler
kind of teaching than from the more formal
sermon, In every parish the two onght al-
ways to be carried on together, It would main-
tain the method and continuily of our pastoral
teaching. Our people would be more decply
and intelligently interested in the truths which
we put before them, and would, ns St. Peter
speaks, grow in the knowledge of our Lord

esus Christ, It is quite possible thut many

3

of the ‘clergy, who have, not been accustomed . ..
to catechising, may not see their Way t9.begin *

it at onco a8 a permanent part of thoir Sauday

N

work; but they might be willing fo unértake
it on the Sundays of the Louten Seasén, "If ‘»

this were done, and careful efforts m_'ade_’_'to
render it as offective and interesting’ng pps-

sible, it is not improbable that in manyip.

gtances tho way would bo made cleav for ¢on-
tinuing a worlk which, as time goes on, become
not only more easy but more delightful to the
catochist, sud more profitable for the childven,

Thers may, however, bo some parishes, where -

from various canses the elergy could not ithem-
rolves conduct tho catechising, Under such
civenmstances I should be prepared, at the re-
quest of tho purish priest, to sanction the em- -
ployment of a luy catechist; provided that in

that case the catechising should not take the- ..
place of any of the regular services of the .
cliurch, but should be altogether udditional

to and separate from them; and that no lay
catechist should on any account be employed

who has not received from me a special license * -

after dun inquiry and oxamination. -This
would bo in some messure a relurn to the
practico of the carly Church, und an adaptation
of it to our own ecincumstances; for although
thera does not seom 1o have been any distinot

'

order of catechists, yot the work was ofien on-

trusted, and the name applied, not only to the -
ordained clergy but also to readers and others -

in the Minor Orders of the Church. ;
I desire then to commend this matter'to

your caroful consideration and to your eurnest ..
prayers. On you, as on myself, there rests the
solemn obligation expiessed in the words of
our Lord—'Feed My Lambs;’ and the Church |
of Christ, informed by the Holy Spirit, has -
not only taught us how this may best be done, :
but has onjoined upon us the doing of it. -
Muy he evor give us grace, as faithful and tfue
pustors, to fulfil all the trust that Mo has ¢om.- ,.
mittted 1o us, for the glory of God and the |
salvation of His children.—Your faithful and .

Bishol_):; s I,:.';l.l'l;_::
V. D. LrodrisLs.

affectionate Brother and
Lichfield Diocesan Magazine.

Tuz Eostor Nawnbor of The Young Churche .
mun, (Milwaukeo, Wid.), is the most beautifal .
and well dovised papor of tho kind that-we

have scen, Happy should the Sunday-schiool

childron be who reccived it as their Esster
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|
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paper, The publishers say §0.000Q copies of
thoir Eugter number were issued, and they add: .
" What hath God wrought!” is the exclama- -
tion as we luok upon and contemplate the vast- -

ness of the figures, To those who read the.
paper to-day. it is nothing; but to us, who .

Card! But wo rofer 1o it alss to note the state-
ment of tho wonderful and doserved success
achioved by this ever sttractive Sunday-school

stventeen yours ago carried the first Jittle bundle
of two hundred copics of tho first number from-
the printing office, which was the whole edition

required then, the cbunge is groater.than we::

cun express in words, And .more than. that

Churchman Company,” of which this paper iy
only a part, then truly does our hesrt swell.
with gratitude to Almighty God that all this

hath been permitied 10 grow, and the work to -
be earried on to the glory of His name and for -

the good of ILis Church.”

Now why should not the Chuarch in dnn;&asij;
have a similar Company ? doing like good and "

permanent work for Hcr? Wo have- loag -de-’

sired to seo such 2 Company formed. Such a -
work commenced: one that should embrace a )/
Church paper, a Sunday-school: paper, Suoday-:
school Leaflets and litorature of all kinds, viz, : "
start u>* Cuurod PRINTING AND-PUBLIsHING

Coupany,” What do our subscribery say T

@

when wo realizo that that beginning ‘wis the '
foundation-stone of what iz now "o Young
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