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1bs. Yalue, Duty.
The United 8. 71,611,708 §3,618,924 $1,617,7-44
Great Britrin, 26,103218 1,834,500 623,188
British W.[I. @ 124,03 BT,
Spruish W L 184,801
All vther

countries.. 251,803 10,664 5,389

SHIB, 105,716 5,513,669 52,488,619
18823,

hs. Vulue, Duty.
The United S, * 1,469,107 STL04  $32.540
Great Britnin, 5,043,623 106,153 07,005
British W. L. 47,981,133 1602044  &15801
Spmuni-h W Lo 40,544,572 1830470 702,779
Brazil ..o 36,781,545 1,006,668 519,761
All other
coununtries.... 12,082,876 487340 187,450

$143,908,156 $4,844,979 $2,355,387

The above tables prove conclusively that
the effect of the last tavift’ has been to
increase the imports of sugar from the
British West Indies enwmously.  In 1879
they were less than one-third of the
imports from tha Spanish West Indies,
whereas they ave now considerably yreater.
1t is bit quite recently that efforts were
made tostimulate the tradle with Beezil by
according some indnesments in the form
of subsidies to stenmers.  That trude has
beaun much extended within the last few
years, and it is worthy of notice that
Brazilian sugars are nearly all admitted at
the lowest specilic duties, while both the
British and Sipanish West Indies send
higher zrades which pay a higher duty per
Ib.  We shall be much surprised if after
u carefnl examination of the above tables
any other conclusion should be arrived

Underwriters, it is diflicult to conceive
how any conservative company can be
persuaded 1o accept business in Ottawa
at all.  Buv there are always two sides to

| & question, and if fire insurance managers

were to take pessibilities for certainties
there woulil be very little insurance husi-
ness transacted, especially upon this side
of the Atlantic. The confligration hiszaurd,
like the sword of Damacles, hangs move or
Jess over all our cities, from Cape Breton
to Britich Columbia. Ivis not so very
long since Mr. Perry condemned the fire
hazard of Winnipeg in no measured
teyms, and we presume he would be wil-
ling to endorse the opinion that the ex-
planade in Toronto,under peculiar civcum-
stances, might, in ca-e of fire, endanger
the whole city, while no one can laok at
Halifax and not be astonished that it has
not long ago been laid in ashes,

Our readers, huwever, must not suppose
that we consider Mr, Perry simply an
alarmist ; he is something far better,
for although he is very ready to point out
the “hole in the coat” (to coutinue our
metaphor) he also gives, in addition, very
practical advice as, how 1o remedy the
evil, and we believe it to hea positive fact
as regards conflagrations that, whereas
Toronto, Winnipeg and Halifax have
improved and are yearly continuing to

" improve, Qutawa, in respect to the en-

st than that our sugar trade is, on the ’
whole, on a satisfactory footing, and that '

any attempt to reduce the duties materi-
ally, or to discriminate in favor of one
country, would lead to.very serious com-
plications, whieh would be injurious to
Cavadian interests,

MR, PERRY AND OTTAWA.

dungerment from its lumber piles, is
growing worse instead of better, . We
consider Mr, Perry’s suggestion that a
floating fire-engine be procured and put
in working order a good one, hut we are
of opinion thut the raisivg of rates in the
Chaudiere district and along the river

‘skirting the city will be of greater utility,

. a8 iv will have the effect of driving a

i immediate

v . . N '
There i3 an old saying that there is a !
“hole in every man’s coat,” and My,

Allved Perry has certainly done his best
to lay open the rent in Ottawa's garment,

perfect justice—that should a fire start in

large portion of the lumber [rom the
vicinity of the town to
outlying districts, and this would do
more to insure Ottawa’s safety from a
conflagration than all the fire protection
or brick walls proposed by Mr. Perry,
Until this is ‘done Ottawa need mnos
gramble sbout the cost of jts insurance,

it is classed along with Guelph, St
He has asserted—and we believe with

the lumber district under a certain com- l

bination of circumstances Ottawa s
doomed to suffer a couflagration, which,
in proportion to the size of the respec-
tive cities, would completely dwarf the
great fires of Chicago or Boston, M.
Perry points out that should an uncon-
trolable fire occur in said district the
atimosphiere round about would speedily

become exhausted and o hurricane ensue ;

and, in short, after reading Mr, Perry’s
communieation Lo the Canadiun Board of

Catharines ard London, and has an ex-
posure which noue of those cities possess.

We were amused at some very silly
remarks in one of the daily Ottawa
papers lutely, the argument used being
that,because the insurance companies hail
collected a large amount in premiums
from the inhabitants, it was therefore
quite fair to tax said compaunies, and the
idea of raising the rates was. too mon-
strous to be tolerated for an instant. We
imagine the writer of those remarks had

never studied a profit and loss sheet,’

and, as to a conflagration hazard his

mind was too feeble to grasp such a con-
tingency. ’

We think Mr. Perry’s letter willdo a
certain amount of goord, as there are many
who fail to take in the danger from con-
flagration, but we {ear he has, so to speak,
overshob his mark, and that his words
wonld have carried mare weight had he
used language a trifle less extravagant.—
Exaggeration usually defeuts its own
object,

IMPERIAL FEDERATION-

The English statesmen who held a
meeting several weeks ago to consider the
expediency of organizing for the pro-
motion of scme scheme of Imperial
Federation, held an adjourned meeting
on the 18th inst., which was attended by
Sir John A. Maedonald, and at which he
seems to have expressed himself as fav.
ourable to some kind of league, ¥ for the
maintenance of common interests, and
the defence of enmmon rights.”” It seems
to have been clearly understood that ¢ the
existing rights? of local Parliaments
were tn he maintained, and this is yeally
the most important point for consider-
ation. Sir Johu Macdonald did not.com-
mit himsel{ to more than that the project
ofa league for the purposes stated was
deserving -of thoughtful consideration,
About the same time Sir Alexander Galg
made a suggestion that it might be expe-
dient to levy o +mall tax on the tonnage
of ships to defray expenses consequent
on the maintenance of conling stations,
This is one common object, in which all
the portions of the E npire might find it
expedient to co.operate, and the accom.
plishment of which might be attained
without any sacrifice of * existing rights.”
1t is far from our intention to euter on °
any discussion of a scheme which has not
yet been matured, and which will doubt-
Jess engage the thoughtfal eonsideration
of the Generul Conmittee, the appoint-
ment of which was moved by Sir John
Macdonald, and which is, we have no
donht, composed of statesmen of varions
shades of polities.

Our chiel olject in noticing the suhject
at present is to point out that Sir John
Maclonald hasnot given any countenance
whatever to the scheme of Iinperial
Federation, which was recently pro-
pounded during the session of the British
Association by Mr. Stephen Bourne, and
which we infer from the reports in the
papers is substantially that which was
recently brought under the ccnsideralion
of a Montreal audience by the President
of the University Literary Society, Mr
, Archibald McGoun, who advocated whab




