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1878-9.
lbs. Valle. Duty.

The Uniîited S. 71, 61,7118 S3,6;S,924 $117,714
G rent tIi in i . 28,193,218 1,334,5 23, 188
British W. f.. 3, .15 1.55 12.G32 5.,, 7
Spanish W. 1. 9,861,532 33,949 184,891
Aio ailier

co.trjies... 2i ,8)3 ,li64 5,389

$1 3,1î3,710 $5,513,C39 $2,488,819
188924.

ls. Vitl e. Du t y.
The Unitel S. I,409,107 $7M.204 '3L540
Grenit talî in30 . 5,043,t23 100,153 97,053
Britishl W'. L 47,981,133 1,4244 M., 801
Spa .h W. 1. 41l,5-,572 J,330,470 702,779
Brazil .......... 4 1,060,G68 509,7i61
Alil ot Ier

,couiniriea.... 12,082,876 48q7 540 197,450

S143,03,1503 S4,844,979 $2,355,387

The above tables prove conclisively that
the effect of the last tarif' tias been ta
increase the imports of' sugar from the
British West Indies enttriously. Il 1879
they were less than one-tiirid of the
iiports fron the Spanislh West Indies,
whereat' they aire nov consideralily greater.
IL is but quite r-ec,-itly that etfrts were
mlle t Osdtmiutilt late tle tra-le witi Bre:-zil by
accordiig sole inducments in the foim
of subsidies to stemnrt. That ti lias
been noch extended iwitiin tie last fewr
years, and it is worthy of notice that
Braiziliant sugars are nearly ai admitted at
Ihe lowvest specilic duties, Vhile both the
British aad Spanisi West lIdies send

higier gr'adies whioh pay a higher duty lier
lb. We shahl be mtucli surpîrised if alter
a caref'il examination of the above tables
any other conclision should be arrivei
>t than that onur sugar trade is, on the
whole, on) a satisficltory footing, and that
any attempt ta reduce the dities naieri-
ally, or to disiminate in favor or one
country, woiuld leail to.very serious coin-
plications, wliiclh votill be injurious ta
Canadian interests.

MR1. PERRY AND OTTAVA.

There is an old saying that there is a
'hole in every man'is coat,"1 aind Mi
Alfried Perry lias certainly done his hest
ta lay opien the tunt in O.ta'a's garienl.
He lias aissertei-aid we believe it
perfect justice--that shoull a lire start in
the luniber district undetr a certain coni-
bination of circumstances (ttawa is
doomed ta suff'er a confll>gration, which,
in Proportion ta the size of the respec-
tive cities, vouîld completely darf the
great ires of Chicago or Boston, Mr.
Perry points out Lhat shoulîl tin uiîncont-
trolable fire occur in said district the
at.mosphere rounîd about wvouild sp eedily
beone exhausted and aL iirricaine ensie ;
rand, in shotafter readi îng Mr.. Pery's

communic tio Iolle Canadiani Board of

Underwriters, it is difficilt to conceive
how any coi.servative comipany can be
peisuadiedi ta accept bItsinîess iII Otta
at ail. But there are atlways two sides to
a question, and il lire imsrtiran ce mnantagers
were ta tike possibilities far certainties
there woild be very hittle insuirace busi-
ness trantsacted, epeiilly ulion this side
of the A tlantic. hlie coifii grai tin lizard,
like the sivord ai m itiocles, liaigs more or
)ess orer id oiur cities, twm cape Brentoi
ta British Coltmbi. is nt so very
long siice M. Per'y conîdenied the fire
hazardii of Wi tnipîeg iina i meas-tiel
teuns, and we prestime lie wotili be %vil-
ling ta endorse the Opinion that the ex.
platade in Torotoder peculiar cit'cun-
stances, imight, in ca-e of fite, endanger
the wirle City, while io one caii Inok at
Ialifax attd tot he tastoiislied that it lias
not long aga leen laid in ashes.

Oiir reailers, hoiever, must not sippose
that we consider Mr. Perry sinply an
alarmist lie is, soiething fat' better,
foi' althouglh ha is very ready ta point out
lite " hole in lite coat" (ta continue our
metaphor) lie also gives, in adlition, vet-y
practical alvice as. lion' ta temtiiedy the
evil, andi iwe believe it ta lie a poilive fiet
as regards conflagrations ltat, whereas
Toronto, Whtinipeg and Hatilifix have
iiproved and aie yeaily continuing ta
imprîi'ove, ottawa, in respect ta tle en-
dangerminpit fri its luiiber piles, is
growring worse instead Of better. We
coisider1 Mi-. Perry's suggestion that a
floatiig fire-eigiie be proctired and put
in wîor'kiig orderi a gond ole, but w'e aie
of opiiaion tIhat the raising of raites in the
Chautidiere district and along the river
shlh -tiig the:city iill be a a gretter utiility,
tus it wiili have the ell'ect of driviig a
large portion of thte Jumher fromi the
iimediite viciniiy of the tovn ta
outlying ilistricts, aitid this wîouild do
mioie ta insure Ottii'ts safety from a
colinigration than all the fire protection
or brick ai'lls proposed by Mr. Perry.
Uitil titis is -done Ottawva neled tnot
gruimible abouit tie cost of ils insurance,
it is classed along vith Guelph, St.
Catharines and London, andi lias ait ex-
postre vhtici none of those cities possess.

Ve w'ere aimtised at saine very sîily
remarks ini one of the daily Ottava
lipers liteiy, the argument used being
ihat,because the isurance companities had
collected a large amount in premiums
from the inhabitants, it iwas therefore
guite fair to tax saidi comlpaniies, and the
idea of raising thre rtates wras too mon-
strous ta be tolerated foi' an instant. We
imiagine the writer of those remarks iad
never studied a profit aid loss sheet,
aid, as ta a conflagration hazard ris

mind was too feeble ta giasp sich a con-
titgen cy.

W\e think 1ir. Perry's letter will dlO a
certain amtiotint of good, as tihere are niaiiy
who rail to take in the danger frot con-
fingriation, but we' lear he has, sa to sieaik,
oversihot his mak, an that his words
vould have carrîied more weiglit had lie

used languîage a trifle less ext ravagant.-
Exaggeration usually defeats its own
object.

IMPERIAL FEDERATION

'J'he Entglish statesmen iho held a
meeting several veeks ago ta consider the
expeidiency of organizing for the pro-
motion of somne schteime of Imperial
Federation, held an adjourned meeting
on the 18thi inst-, whili was attended by
Sir John A. Maîcdonlild, and at which lie
seemis ta have expressed hinself as fiv-
ourable ta soine kind of league, "6 foi' the
maintenance of common interests, and
the defence of commiion rights." It semis
ta have been clearly unlerstood that I the
existing rightsel of local Parliairints
were t b aint iiiitained, anld this is really
tihe nios t important point for consider-

totion. Sir Jîlit Maincdoniald did not como-
mit hinself to more than that the projet
of a league fort the purposes stated was
deservintg of tloigrtfuil coisideration.
A bout the saine tinie Sir Alexander Galt
miiae a suggestion that it mtiglit he expe-
dient to levy a -mail tax on tite tounnage
of ships ta defray expenses consequent
on Ihe maintenince of coaling statiois.
This is one comnion object, in whiih all
the portions of the E ltpire night find it
expedient ta co-olerate, and the accom-
plishment of whicht imiigit be attained
w'ithout anîy sacrifi'e of 4 existing rights"
It is fat' fnrom Our intention to enterv on
aily duiscuission of a scheie whici has no
yet ben mattired, aind which w'ill loubt-
less enîgige tIhe thoughtIul coside'ation
of the Gene ral Con: mittee, the appoint-
ment of whiebl ias nnoved by Sir Johti
Ndaidonall, aad which is, iwe have no
doult, composed of statesmten of various
shades of politics.

Ouri' chief object in noticing the subjeet
at presenît. is to point out that Sir Joa
Mac4onald lias not given any countenance
whatever ta the scheme of Imîperial
Federation, whici was recently pro-
poidicled during the session of the British
Association by Mir. Stephen Bourne, and
which we infer fron the reports in the
paiers is substantially that whticih iwas
receiitly brough t under the c'nsideration
of a Montreial audience by the President
of lthe Unîiver'sity Literiry Society, Mr.
Archibald McGout, Vio advocated lhat


