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Ye be, were the reasonable and Seripturalinjunctions of the following
roclamation of a CuristiaN Kine scrupulously heeded both in le..
ter and spirit,
—et—

BY THE KING.—A PROCLAMATION.

POR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF PIETY AND VIRTUE, AND FOR THE PRE-
VENTING AND PUNISHING OF VICE, PROFANENESS AND IMMORALITY,

WILLIAM,R.

We most seriously and religiously considering thgtt it is an indis-
Pensgable duty on us to be careful, above all other things, to preserve
and advance the honor aud service of Almighty God, and to (hsco_ur~
‘lge. and suppress all vice, profaneness, debauchery, and immorality,
Which are so highly displeasing to God, so great a PCPI:l)aCh to our
Yelirion and government, and (by meauns of the frequent ill examp}es

the practices thereof) have so fatal a tendency to the corruption
of many of our loving subjects, otherwise reliziously and virtuously
d‘?Posed, and which, it not timely remedied, mayjustliv draw down the

Lvine vengeance on us and our kingdom ; we also, lumbly ack.now-
e‘dé,'l'ng that we cannot expect the blessing and goodness of Almighty
God (by whom Kings reign, and on which we entirely rely) to make
our reign happy and prosperous to ourself and our people, without a
Feligious ohservance of God’s holy laws; to the intent, thercfore,
4t religion, piety and good manners may (according to our most
earty desire) flourish and increase under our admuus‘tmtx?n axgd
8overnment, we have thought fit, by the advice of our Privy Council,

issue this our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby Qeclare our
Oyal purpose and resolution to discountenance and pun.lsh all man-
Rer of vice, profaneness, and immorality in all persous of whatsoever
egree or quality within our realm, and particularly in such as are
’mploye:l near our Royal person ; aud that for the cncour'agcmcut of
r‘-“ izion and worality, we will upon all occasions, distingnish persons
of piety and virtue by marks of our Royal favoar : and we expect qnd
Tegnire that all persons of honor, or in place of authority will give
8ood example, by their own virtue and piety,'and to their utmost
Ssutribute to the discountenancing persons of disso'ate and debauched
\ves that they, beiny reduced by that means to shame and contempt
O their loose and evil actions aud behavionr, may be thereby aiso
®nforced the sooner to reform their ill halits nnd practices, and that
tie visihloe displeasure of wood men towards them may (as far as it1s
Possitle) supply what the laws (probably) cannot altorether prevent :
ad we do hereby strietly enjoin and pronibit all onr loving subjects
what desree of quality socver, from playing on the Lowd’s Day at
€2, cards, or ainy oth:r game whatsoever eitier in public or private
Ouses or other place or places whatsoever; anl we do hereby re-
Qire and command them, and every of them, decently and reverently
e° attend the worship of God on every Lord’s day on pain of our high-
P d‘“lﬂe«‘lsure, and of being proceeded against with the utmost rigour

p;at may be by law; and for the more effectual reforming all such
TSoas, who by reason of their dissolute lives and conversations, are

:t:i"xlldal to our kingdom, our furtlu.rr pleasure is, aml‘ we do.her‘c‘by‘
of 1Y charge and command al our judges, mayors, sheriifs, _}'us.l.ujal
ang 19 peace and all other our (}tﬁcers and winisiers, both ecclesmstlc:l
it Vil and all other our subjects whom it may concern, to Le very
Slant and strict in the discovery and the effectual prosecution and
Yishiment of all persons who shall be guilty of excessive drinking,
L,:;:R,'“m."» profave swearing and cursing, lewduess, profavation of the
N day, or other dls.‘s'(_)lutc, izmoral or dxsorderl_y practices ; and
anq l'}c)' take care also effectually to suppress all public gaminy Lhouses
Places, and other lewd disorderly houses, snd to put in execution
tatute made in the 29th year of the reign of the lute King Charles
Lorg ,eco‘“l, intituled. :‘ An act f()‘l,‘ the better observation of the
)‘\l‘li:v:‘ ?Y: conmmonly (“rllnf:d Sunday ; and also so n}uch of an act of
Viliia, it made in the niuth year of the reign of the late King
L the Third, intituled, “An act forthe more eficctnal suppression
w'i’:i’l;f‘my a_nd pmﬁme.nc.?s,” as is now in_ force, and all qther laws
%id , 3’“’]"_’ for the punishing and suppressing any of the vices afore-
io 0;- ;‘ivdtzohto suppress and pre,}vent all gaming \\.'lmtsoevc:' in pub-
t‘ff«mturtd c:re t ouses on the Lord’s day ; and likewise that they take
Coffya ‘housce O prevent all Persons keeping taverns, chocolqt_e houses,
ch""olatp cc;i%‘?r fl’ther public houses whatsoever, from selling wine
sts to ’rem ¢e, ale, b‘«;]er, or other liquors, or receiving or permitting
I dav “"l: Insue their housosm’th(\ timo of divine serviceon the
h"a'bcst(i‘)’las they will answer to Almighty God, and upoen pain of'our
do her b‘SD reasure : And for the more eftectual roceedings herein, we
€by direct and command all our Jjudges of assize and justices of
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the peace to give strict charges at their respective assizes and sessious
for the due prosecution and punishment of all persons that shall pre-
sume to offend in any of the kinds aforesaid, and also of all persons
that, econtrary to their duty shail be remiss or negligent in putting tie
said laws in execution, and that they do, at their respective assizes
and quarter sessions of the peace, cause this our Royal Proclamation to
be publicly read in open court, immediately before t:e charge is given,
and we do hereby further charge and command every minister in his
respective parish church or chapel to read or cause to be read this
our proclamation, -at least four times in every year, immediately after
diviue service, and to incite and stir up their respective auditories to
the practice of piety and virtue, and the avoiding of all immorality
and profaneness, and to the end that all vice and debauchery may he
prevented, and religion and virtue practiced by all officers, private
soldiers, mariners, aud others who are employed in our service by sea
and land, we do hereby strictly charge and command all our com-
manders and officers whatsoever, thatthey do take care to avoid all
profaneness, debauchery and other immoralities, and that by their
own good and virtuous lives and conversations, they do set good
examples to all such as are under their care and anthority, and like-
Wise take care of and inspect the behaviour all of such as are under
them, and punish all those who shall be guilty of any of the offences
aforesaid as they will be answe able for the ill consequences of their
neglect hercin.—Given at our Court at St. James, this 28th day of June,
one thousaud eight hundred and thirty, in the first year of our

reign.
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.
SCRIPTURE UISTORY.
THE DELUGE.—GENES:S VI, .
Asthe pollated fountain eannot but send forth polluted streams, so

the corrupted constitution of the first pregenitors of mankind in con-

sequence of the falf necessarily communicated o their offspring 5
m:d‘as the polluted stream, from the inc:deulal defilements it neces-
saridy conlracts in its progress, becomes more and more impure the
zreater distance it runs from the fountain-head, so did the corrupted
descendants of Adam become, in every succceding generation, more
ceriupt from the addition of a thousand coanlingent poliutions to the
fzet of inherent disposition Lo wickedness—Ltiil* it repented the Lord
ihat lie had made man on the earth and it grieved hum at his heart.
Aud the Lord said, I will destroy man whom 1 bave created, from
the face of the carth, both man and beast and the creepiny things and
fowiz of the air: forit repienieth me that I have made them

There is however a particular incident, worlhy of especial nolice
which seems to have provoked that dreadful determination. Aftec
tie death of Abel, Sgrn is represented Lo have been born of our first
parents, a persen who scemis to have possessed the mild virtues and
description of his deceascd brother, aud whose descendr:ts also
seemed to possess a character and tem;er far rensoved from the fe-
rocity of the sanguinary Cain and his offspring.  For a great length
of time, tke posierity of these two sons of Adam seemed to have kept
themselves quite distinet ;e=that of Seth were conpicuous for men
who ¢ walked with God,” whilst the descendarts of Cain were, like
thpn‘ atrocious father, abandoned to licentiousness and crime. But
this peudent distinetion of the respective descendants of Cain and
Seth wasat length confounded : * It came to ass, when men began
to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto
lhpm, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were
fil‘ll'i and they took them wives of all which they chose.” Many
of the most Judicious inlerpreters of feriplure suppose that unhal-
lowed and impradent intermarriages are here alluded to belwixt the
posterily of the pious Seth, cailed ilie ¢ Sons of God,” and the female
descerdants of the wicked Cain, denominated the ¢ daughters of
men.” < These sons of God” forgot the charms of piety and the
graces of virtue in the seductive attractions of exlerior beauty, and
“ 'lmcd the creature more than the Crealor.” They allied themselves
with a fatal imprudence, to those daughters of men who could boast
alfmc the transitory charms of personal loveliness, combining wih
fuir looks tle equaily fugitive decorations furnished by those who
Were cunning “ arlificers in brass and iron,” and the hollow accom-
paniments of attractions which he could impart who was « the father
ofall sueh 2s handie the harp and the organ.” -

» * * - * * * * L

From these unhallowed conjunctlions, thisindiscreet alliance of the

‘“ sous of God” wilh the * daughters of men,” arose a progeny as



