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collection of books, the socioty were affiliated with the pro-
posed Frazer Institute, and its collection of Natural History
thrown open to the citizens under suitable provisions for its
protection and maintenance.

Besides promoting science by lectures, papers, and discus-
sions, the society hias more than once despatched its scientific
curator on collecting expeditions, which have yielded good
results both to its museum and to science. During the
present summer this gentleman will have the aid of the
Government steamers for dredging the deep portion of the
Gulf of the St. Lawrence, and for making observations on the
food of those fish which constitute a portion of our uational
wealth.

The Canadian Naguralint is the quarterly journal of the
society, which contains the summaries of its scientific labours,
and also many popular expositions of the scientific yuestions
of the day,

Its annual conversaziones are an agreeable feature in our
winter festivities, when the resources of science and art are
sll brought into requisition. On the lastoccasions the special
sabject illustrated was < Canadian Antiguities,” which brought
out for exhibition many interesting collections of Indisn and
Canadian dresses, coins, &c., in the possession of private indi-
viduals, some of which were generously added te the society’s
collection. But the ¢ Annual Field Meeting " is the May day
of the vesr—though it seems to fall atout the fiest week in
June. The charm of a day in the country when the leaves are
green and not dusty, when the sky is clear and the binds are
singing, is always o tempting prospect, but when, inaddition.
our compauny is select and orderly, our arrangements all com-
fortably made beforeband for us, bright eyes and young hearts
sharing cur pleasures, and intellectual discourses super-added,
the wonder is, that in a sensible ¢ity like Montreal, a train or a
steamboat can be procured large ewouzh to carry the whole
party who desire w go.  In this respect these trips are a great
vontrast to similar gatherings in the States, where from three
to fve hundred people rush to the train or the boat, aud all
< fraternize™ or ** Honige.” Here the parties gronp themselves
in 8 very guiet way, speak only to their own acquaintances
and are—zo genteel ! But whether they sail in holiday attire
to the classic and beautiful Isle of 3t Helen, and roaw round
its lovely wooded shore—listening o itz classiv history and
gathering its rich stores of wild dowers, shells und fsh.
as on another eceasion they are whirled out, un oz a dubious
sky aad chilly wind, suggesting waterproofs asd umbeellas
and ¢ things that won't spoil "—and trip cver the rruel stones
(best friend of the boot-maker) to that marvellous Cenotaph of
Nature, Peint 8t. Claire——or wander to the old Fort de Bierce—
or ruam amongst the streams and wild fowersand :ossy shades
of Isle Porrot, returning laden with its flora and laughing at
s showers"—or whetherthey Yo farther™ and instead of “faring:
werse Uare falrly astonished at the ample forest, the glistening
glades, the wooded lake and the fairy tale of the musdern pilarim-
age which drew s0 many thousands of willing feet in times past,
to haug upon the words of Monseigneur Forbin Janusen, Bishop
of Nancy, in his great crusade of 1831, und to build on the

summit of Beleell a cross—the stoney face of whion vet stands
as the memorial of his eloguence, and from that wondrous old
“ pillar of the earth™ gaze down with delighted awe upon the
embosomed lakes, the cultivated plains and the silvery streams
of the old sva bttom belew.  And at last reluctantdy leaviog
the scene laden with treasures ¥ of woods, of vales, and of
the winged air,” they return again in peace and <afety.  Or if
a3 on' the last cccasion they visit the rural Manor House,
where comfort, elegance, music and refreshment have 5o long
¢nsconced themselves amid the mountain lakes and forests far
above the busy din of man—yet,in each of all these glorious
spots the geologist has found his boulders, the palaontologist
Liz fossils, the cutomolegist his insects, the conchologiszt his
shells, the plscator his fish, and the microscopist his « lugion,”
and probably < the lad his lags™

All returned refreshed, invigorated by real intercourse with
Grand Mother Nature, and many say, before the day ix over,
when will the next excursion be held. . And their less fortu-
nate frisnds on hearing their story exclaim ¢ T wish I had
been there

And why should these delightful gatherings be annual only,
and not montnly during the summer? Because so few are
really interested in the wark, and because so many accept it
only ad a passing pleasure; because so few attend the regular
meetings of the societr and by its aid prepare themselves for
its ® field days.’ What “drill” is to the review, so are the
regular mectings of the society to its exeursions ; and let us
hope that one of the results of the v Ladies' Educational Asso-
ciation,” which is commenced under such favourable auspices,
will be to increase the ranks of the associate members of this
society, and to render more numerous on the occasion of there
excursions the competition for the prize which th: rociety
offers for the ¢ best collection of piants in flower gathered
during the excursion and properly named.” We notice that
in the award of such prizes by the Field Clubs in England 60,
80 and 100_species are frequently presented and named, and
probably in: these Canadian localities we have less lack of
flowers than of botanists to ensure a like result,

OQur artist has in the sketch chosen the moment when Dr.
T. Sterry Hunt is addressing the motley group on the geology
of the district. - He is supported by Vrincipal Dawson, the
President of the Bociety, and Mr. Whiteaves, the Seeretary,
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Prof. Selwyn, of the Geologival Survey, Prof. - Darey, Prof.
Baker Edwards, Prof. Bell, Mr. Marler,” and other leading
members of the seciety. The scene i3 close to the hospitable
pinsion of Madame Brunean, who kiudly threw open her
house, grounds and beats for the accommao.ation of the party.
An envious peacock strutted ULefore the philosophers and
scemed disposed to dispute the vights of the intruders to
trospass on his domain. The gathering of clouds and. the
distant voice of thunder in the woods, excited doubts and
fears, and led to a somewhat more hasty vetreat than was con-
sistent with the digaity of so select # party,  But all passed
off withount accident or serious discomfort, und left many
wishing that such pleasures could be mure freguently enjoyed,
and feeling grateful to the society which had initiated  them.
The following summary of the principal speeches delivered on
the reassembling of the excursionists is taken from the Herall's
report j—

“Dr. Hunt explained that the dark-coloured Crystalline
trap of the Montarville hills, like that of the Montreal Moun-
tain, was an ecuptive rock, which had cooled under pressure
and thus did not exhidit either the porons or the vitrous
charaeter of valeanic rocks, which had cooled at the surface.
He also gave an interesting description of the mineral consti-
tzents of the trap, and of the diferent varicties of stmilee
rocks.  The name  trap” was of Swedish origin, and had re-
ference 1o the stair-like appearance which hills of this rock
presented, ) .

“Dr, Dawson also gave a short address in explanation of
the grological specimens which had been collected, He held
in his hand a fossil shell, vimbedded in hand rock from one of
the layers of the horizoutal sttata which anderlies the conntey
ait around, and throngh which the trap rock of the wountain
has forced itself when in o maolten condition. But on the top
of sil that we now see, theee must have been piled at Jesst
twenty thousand fvet of mu trocks, which have all beey re-
moved by denmdation. We know this from variogs fncts, one
ot which was the smail portions of rocks of u higher series,
wiiich hie had discovered imprisoned in a similar trap on St
Helen's Island. After much of this denndation had gaken
place. and in compamtively revent gevlveical times, the whals
of the surronudivg country had been coversd by & prolongsa-
tion of the Gulf of St Lawrence, siul these hills s well as
our ewn mountain and many others, formed islands of greatr
or less extent.”

OUR CANADIAN FOKTRAIT GALLERY,
T —HON, CHARLES FOX BENNETT.
PREMIER OF NEWFGUNDLAND

N,

The Hon, Chns. Brunett has been more than sixty years

He has
n one of the mast enterprising wen of the colony, and wax

engaged in the teade and gsheries of Newfoandland,
b

the first to embark in mining adventures.

Tn his catlier days
he took an wctive partin politics as member of the Legis-
lative and Executive Councils, from which he retired on the
introduction of Responsible Government,

When the subject of Coafederation cams to be consbilered b
touk the lead in opposing the measure, considering that the
interests of hisx sdopted country wonld be severely peejudiced
iU it wers cartied,  That guestion was sabimitted to the cons
stittenciss at a geneeal election in [Sgda-twenty Anti aml
nine Confederate members were returnede—ons Anti-Confed-
ritarned for therebs
leaving a vacanoy Yor St John s West, which was subeoquently
ftled by an Anti-Confederate,

rute havinyg been twe constituvncies,

Mr. Bennett wvas chiosen as Teader of the Govertanent, and
in that capacity procired the enactiuent of ANy meastires of
great and vital interest to the welfare wnd prosperity of the
ecolony,  Tuking office after & searon of great depreasion,
with the colony deeply in debt, sod the Hishermen inoa
miserable state of poverty, waz sutheient to tax the etierzios of
the most cxpericaced and skilful politician,  He, however,
proved squal 1o the vecasion, awd in fess than one year paad
oft a large doating Jdebt, reducad the taxes L4000, which re.
duction has been further increassd £61090 the present year
expended lberally for public works and ilprovewents, and
Tefv a large balance jn the public cheat, -

Although fir past the allotted age of man, he Sl posseares
the vlasticity of movement fir which he was distinguishad in
his carlier days, amd hiz mind retains the vigour of youth,
matured by the experience of many years, I love of country
and arduous service in its cause entitlesn man 10 be considerd
a patriot, then Mr. Bennett should richly enjoy that distine.
tion,  He has expended bis 2ubstanee Hiberally for the benetit
of Newfoundland, and now, at a time of Hfe when most pes.
sons would retire and enjoy the fruits of their labour, he con-
tinues in hargess, aa performs the dnties of Priamier without
deriving any emolument for his servives,

No. 79—HON. T. R, BENNETT.
HPEAKER, LEGISLATIVE ASREMRLY, 8. F.

Mr. T. K. Bennett, Speaker of the House of Asseinbly of
Newfoundland, is a Nova Beotian by birth, and ix abont forty
years of age,  For aome years he has condncted a congiderable
basiness in Fortune Bay, on the western coast of the Istund, He
has been twice returned to represent that district in the

general assermbly, At the Iast election he mdvocated Antic
Confederate principles, and war returned without opposition,
He was subsequently elected Speaker by the Auti mombers,
who were twentysone against nine Confederate,  The Speaker
appears to have made himsell thoroughly nequainted with

Parliamentary usage, and he performs the doties of his.

position to the satisfaction of both sides of the House uniting,
ua he does, great firmneass with a kind and obliging - disposi-
tion. He is an able debater, possestes great fueney of speech
and elegance of language, and appears to he zealous Lo promote
the interests of Newfoundland, :

CRACK ED

SOVEREIGNS,

It hag probably fullen to the lot of many readers (o have
come into possession occasionally of gold or silver coing whicy,
were hollow, or gracked on their edges, and therefore not son.
oroug when tested by the well known “ringing” process
Speculations asto the source of the imperfection are numerons
and various theories have been advanced and discussed n;
regard to it,

Perhaps one of the most prevailing notions as to the ovigiy
of cracked sovereigns and crcked coing of other denomina.
tions, in, that all pleces of money fabricated ut the British ming
are, in the first place, made in halves, the heads and the tyily
Leing afterwards paired and united by cemienting, soldering
hydraulic pressure, or some other meaus, This olwmxim;
being in some cages imperfectly performed (as it is arguedy, o
partial or complete divorce may afterwards take place, and
henee the phenomena of cracked moneys. , '

Another supposition is, that the hollow eoinsg have tuwy,
tampered with by gamblers for their own nefurious purposes
Neither of these theories, however ingenious they way be, iy
the correct one. The evil really arises in the way we shal}
attempt to deseribe. Al the legitimate metallic money o1
this country is made from dars of gold, silver, or bronze, Ay
the Roval mint there are orthadox aizes for these bars, o us 1o
produce each variety of coin in use outside its walls.  Phose
for severcigns are twentvesix inches lung, one and a hal
inches wide, and one ineh thick: and, for the purpose of fai.
litating explamation, let us confine om
only.

Such bars are cast in veetieal moulds of Tron, which ot
are fitted together in halves, so as to allow the giant nuee
to e realized easily from within them, On dlling o moesig
from the crucible of molten metal Weld over it montly, -
resulting bar cools rapidly. Those parts of the biar whic
tonch the sides of the mould cool first, and more gralo.
ally the centee is reduced i temporature,  As tho sidic oo
the bar harden at once, they cling, /s it were, ta the walla o
the mould, whilst the woetalin the middle conteaets in coaling
and subsides down the monld. The upper end of a bar of zold
resembles much at this juncture the mercurial column in a
barometer whea the »glass 7 is aabnd 1o ke o falling . .
hollow or depressed in the imiddidle, ansd somictimes very muiy
su, the depression oceasionally extending to one inch,

The lowes cad of the bar is perfectly sguared, e the
base of the mould ix squnte. When removed from it rrow
caze, the bar is carried to the rolling il for lnmination It
i passad ngain and again between the vollers, until sttenagated
into a stoup or ribbon, bnt that whivh was ite upper ond -
sl defective, The rollers have shimply comp cssed the pro-
cious metal, and thesefore teft the hollow cmd g mere coevic
or thin line in the middie of the stmp. This

attenidon to goli

-'n«! }-n vuilie

sideted ax serap, and, st ot af by s padr of <bears<s it

.

retarned to the melting pot. 1t happens, sometimes neve
theless, that a setticient portion of impatfert ribbon s ot
sway, the eraak thus extetiding bevond the wnputatiug point
When this oeonrs, it erestes the evil of @ eracked sovereions
The ribbon s remosved tao the pusivhing press, nnd perfogatad
from end to end by a punch of the exact aize of & sovercign.
Some of te dicks of metal thue prosiuesd oy e cut from the
bad end of the strip of cold. To detect these eriminals; i
they exist, s small stad of boyvs s cmmploved, They are each
armed with 4 bright-faced nnvil block of cast iron and they
ring every fnhvadual disk i very rapid  succession on the
anvit,  The saund and pecfoct preves zive forth harmonious
vrusic, whilst the others are doamb dogs, and Batve no musis in
their sonta,  The defaulters are, or should be, all pleked ont,
and comdemned to the < fery furnace * ance more. Roys are
not infallible, and they have permitted Sdummics ™ to escape
noew and then.  These pass forward to be stamped at the
presses, milled on thetr edges, and isaned to the public, bs
whom they are eriticised, and justly condamned. The hol-
lowness of their characters 15 only detected, it may be, after
same contact and friction with thelr neightnairs, jost as spe-
clousness in the human charueter is ondy found onp by the
application of the teste of adversity and tronble,  With the
eare at present excreised wt the mint, hoilow cains cannot
CHCR D (I(‘U;""Ullv'li: ,‘ﬁ‘l.'i-i'!fl.‘ I'x.‘;rf‘F,

COMFGRT FOR TEA DRINKEERS,

In the Life of most persous & perfod arrives when the
astomach no fonger digests enough of the ordinary clements of
foodd to make up for the natural dally waste of bodily substan-
ces. The wize and weipht of the baady | therefore, begins 1o
diminish more ar Jess pereeptibly, At this time tea comes in
as nomedicine to arrest the waste, to keep the body from falling
away too fast, and thus to enable the energetic powers of di-
gestion still o supply as much as is needed to repaie the wear
and tear of the solid tissues,  Nowounder, therefore, that tea
should bu a favourite, o the one hand: with the poor, whose
supply of subatantinl food is geanty, and on the other with the
aged and infirm, expecially of the feebler sex, whose poweraof
digestion und whose hodily substances have together bogun to
fatl,  Nor ixit surpriring that the aged female, who has barely
enough of weekly incoms to buy whetare calied the common
nucessaries of life, shonld yet spead a portion for her sunece of
tea.  She canlive as well on lesx common food, when she takes
ber tea nlong with iv; shefeels lighter, nt the same time more
cheerful and fitter for her work, beennre of. thy indulgence,

WELL]NG'I'()X STREET mHUGE,' MONTREAL. -

Atsubject of much interest to the comiercial community
of Montreal has been the extension of the Girand Tronk Rail-
way to the Jower harbour, The new bridge erected acrvoss the
eanal close by the nld Wellington Street Bridge, of which we
give an illustration on eur front page,is n proaf-that the work
in being rapidly carried out. This is, we trust, but a prolode
to the connection of the Grand Trouk with the North Shore
Road~—when finished-—and, for the present; it will. sfford,
during the summer mouths, greatly ‘incrensed facilities to
shippers. : :

An Indian reportsa - big thing ot fce at the mouth of the
Ampicon river, some thirteen miles below Superior, in the
shape of severnl huge iceberge almost litérally covered with
herring and other lake fish. frozen to them, One,of  these -

immenge mountaing is twenty-five feet high and some forty
feet through.—Er, R .

That is small compared to the Bize of the story,




