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n-Cive mue bock th. days vhs.
1 teevwu Younug." - Goethl a.' Fs.

G1ve me bock my happy ehiidhood,
When the world seemed faim sud briglt;
And the montain, gien sud vidwood,
FflIad my spirit with deilgbt.

Give ume lmo*k those mdisut faees
Wblcb bave v..ished lu lb. gloomu;
Wbo eau film tb. vuaat pise.-.
0f the leepers iu the tomb t

(lire me baek the golden boump,
That oun-" augel winfM" dew by,
Wii. 1 pluoked 1f. a fading fi'uwers.
Diabellevtug lbey would di.

nive mue bock tbe hope 1 cberiothed
la the triumph of tlb. iit-nh
<ive meback lb. love that perishM-a
In the dewy morn cf yontb.

Cive me bock my faitb that Gocaincu
Wili emame ber ancient reigu,
Aud tbe eartb, belng fre fromu ievdume,
WiIi be Paradis. &gana!

Parls. Oui. K. M. SRmiWRCliit

À NIO BT 0F ZERROR.
liT Z. AUBER.

A bleak Decemnber wiud was bowling through
Lb. leaflosa branches, sud déashing the stermyZ
wavea againat Lb. rocks, as Isast at eleven o'clack
one ulight soea qunrt-m of a century ago over
my comfortable bedroru fime. h haed dismissed
my msid, closed my hook, sud axtinguisbed my
eaudle ; aud, attired ira my dressiug-gown, I lied
fallen into) thaï: dreamy, haýhf-cnnsciuma state, lu
wbich the red-laot coals sud the dying, emba-ms
are went te assume ahh sorts of fantaatic shape@,
anmd figures sud faces, ecli'ing the dead, sud
pcturung te the mind's eya- the fanmilier counten-
onces of the- absent living. 1-anuafraidlI anuot
hopê Le offer a very iutorésting or remsutic
image to 1/oua mind's oye, oh, my reader,when I
represeut mysehf as haiug at that period s mid-
dle-sged spinster, with justat sfa-w mcipient fur-
rowa on my brow sud s a-ve grey bairs scattera-d
bore snd tiiemo over my bead, perliaps more the
traces cf early sorow tlîau et advauciug age-.
But Timo, that great softenar-if na-ver au actua l
heal-r-of human woos, had softeuued mina-,
thougi witbout obliterating their memery ; sud
the lonely old maid who lias veutured to appear
before oue aas sud i.--tar from being an un-
happy weman -

~urrouraded by kind, if m'uetiy ratiuem distant
teighbours, numbering anîeung theru a fa-w inti-
mate friends, h vas enabled, by the liberal
b.nueat of my aunt sud godmother, both teo ow
and Le eccupy the bouse that bas ha-en nay home
fiomà infancy-a pretty dwelliug in the ehd-
fashioued cottage style, wbichu, thoughu net et
apacieus dimensions, wouid have been greatly lu
excesa of my maans, lied I boa-n dependa-ut only
on my smaîl inheritauce froru my p aeuts. This
dear home et naine (hoic dear, lot the dwalhers lu
theeta-off regiens tel!) is situated ou a grassy
siope, leacin g by rather a atea-p descent te eue
Of those loealy littI e coves ou the North Deon
casat, so well kuown Le peda-stria travellers,
sud se prlzed by IIl tmue almirers et English
scexaery. MAy front viaidova conmmnd a ful
view of the bIne ses, bine lu aometbiug more
Llasu lu naineon the favouredahoros et my native
couuty, and often et many varied humes sud tinta,
as, lu the hriglit sunny dsys, iL breaks in trans-
parent wavelets upon tb. cia-ar slining beachi;
ou eitber aide of thie cave iste the turf-cevered
cliffa, wbence iuncIa-ar veather Lime outline et the
Welsb cosat la distinctly visible, like a long lino
of loud acreas the î.urple horizon ; wbaile. shel-

ered sud haif-hidden aruong the rocks, n-aLla-s
a pictureaque fishiug-viilage ; its wlito-vashed,
Lbatched cottages, their walhs aitogether cou-
cealed by chusterlng bonoyanekies, fuchsias.,
climbing roses aud aaiou-flowers-the fora-st-
trees, growing andi flourishing lmoat te the
watersedge -the vonorable Cburcb, witb iLs ivy-
covemed granita- towr,-complete the picturo,
sud, aIt hathed iu the giorieus summer sunshine,
effer te the- oye a tout ensemble, te my fond fancy
rwveiy equalled in our isaad.

And whose vere 'the faces lu thie fire,' that
rame hack froru thue grave, er fronu ta-distant
tands, to evmenit me that vinter nighît, as Isast
listening te the uorthteriy gale beatiuîg the waves
aginet the rocks et a noset as wild sud stommy
in eue season as it ia placid sud smiling in the
other? I know net wby, butilu my mental van-
deringa Lbrough the happy days cf youth, oea
loveîy Juno day vas as t vero sungiesi ont froru
a best et others like iL, and rose so vividly beforo
me, that the ast bec %aamo tho pes.ntAsudath

mothor wua itting by bim at her work', wbile
tlhe eIder boys were helping 1dm in lus task.
And yet another figure rose on the scane-tîîst
of onue desrer to mue thoalsl the world besides,
nuuuahring thien momne five or six and twenty
yearB, fuIl of bealtb and vigeur aud lifé. MWhere
is ho nowt Long lbas leha- 1cm6-where pearîs lie
deep,' loaving many an achitg ha-art bebiud bim,
and one more dasolate than al, te nioun hiru
tbrougb the weary days and iiigbts, wben
mouths of suspense and anxiotns yearnitig hadl
past, and it was certain]ly known that the brave,
true, tender beart wns stîlîed for ever beuieatli
the restla-ss waters.

So completely was 1 etugrossed by these «'images1
of vauished things,' that h took no heed of the
fight of tima-, tilI the fi re beginning to bumn low
warned me that it muast he grewing late, uud my
watch told me that it was close upon twelve
o'clock. Vien, by anocher turii of thought, 1
was wondering wîîetîîer the eagerly-expected
ai-rival cf somte ittle h udin epiews sund nieces
(to be cousigned to nmv eare) would, or would
not, add te nmy confort ani happines after myv
years of solitude, when îuy notie was attracted
by a sort of uneasy îîîoveîaîent on the part cf mv
favourite Taby-a Ilet-vat being as you know~,
my reader, thea- uuivt-rsally reegîîized inseparable
cempanien cf ail old nîiad. Glancing round
the room into the now partially.darkeneal cor-
ners, 1 could not disca-mu anything unuisual, but
perbapa I>ss's fluicker semse cf sound miight
hiave detected anotîier presetîce througlh thiat
mnedium, for almost imma-diata-ly aftarwards 1
imagiia-d thiat h hpam-d a very sliglit rmatle.
However, after listeuiing for a few minutes, 1
conluvled that my waking dca-anis had niade nie
fanciful, aîbeit flot naturalîy prone to unearthîly
or gbostly terrers, aud my bouse, ohd as iL was,
bad soineîow escaped the imputation of beîug
liatnted, even ameng our rather snperstitious
village folk ; and 1 adopted the- more probable
supposition ithat the noise-if nolise there were-
liîd heen cauised by the wind, which was blewing
almost a hurricane. 1 sbouid bore premise tliat
it lîad been my habit, ever sitnce I1usad ived
alone, te guard my plate at niglit in a dlosa-tcf
the dimens4ions of a verv small rooni at eue end
of my ba-dclianba-r, th; spoons, forks, &c, ini
daily use, being brought aud deposited nighitly
by nîy nîaid in the box with the- rtst within the
diosa-t ; snd iL uai fnrtha-r ha-an ny practica- te
make ber lot-k nîy (10cr onthie outride; andI
take thie ka-y to ber eovn attic, at thie door cf'
whicb nîy bell was liung, s0 that sua- could hîear
it witbout amîy delay ini case of illuesa or othier
a-megency. My window, Lhougl ieLio on the-
gronmad-loer, was guarda-d hy strong shutitters
and thits iL wss altegether immpssible that any
oea-cotld effcLe an entrauce into iuy 10001 witlî-
eu', giving nie sncb notice a,4 couhd net failt ta
arousea far heavier shea-per thai îuiysehf.

I arose te complete the procrss of undra-ssing,
when again a soumîd, ail but inaudible, 1 fancy,
te ono whose nerves were in a lesa highly.wroughit
and sensitive stata-, wss this inie uniîistakeabhy
heard by nme, as proca-eduaag sa-îininghy frein ha--
neath niv bed. My a-yp following the- direction
indicated by my ear, h 85w plainly, througli a
corner hy the- hadpost, net entirely hidden by
the valanca-, a hiuan oye gazing fixedhy on me.
If h had net bad sufflient presenca- cf mitd te
ignore the dis9cevery by any outward t >oken of
conscieusuogs, I ad net been ha-me te day te tell
the tale ; but I eviuced ne sort of enietien at my
unwoleome visitor's presen ce, and procet-ded
quietly sud Ieisurely ta> brusli my hair, while I
censidered nîy plan cf operation in this un-
looked-for strait. Any sttenîlpt Ie rush at nîy
bell, or even te appresch iL noea delit>rately,
would doubtlesa be frustrated luy t e rolber,
who was of course kecnly watching aIl my nieve-
monts ; sud here I wao, a prisoner by my ewn
act and deed, shut up with a manu wbo wasspr
baps iutending te take iny lule as well as my
preperty. I efféed tult a aila-ut prayer for
strength sud guidance in this tryiug situation,
and 1 succeeded iu keepiug my baud steady, so
that ne tremuleusuesas houhul betray nie.

My scheme, sncli as it wa%, was quickly forrned
sud nîatured. Witbeutbhurrying h went througlî
the bruhing of my hair, sud cempbated ni y littIa-
disrobing arrangements. Next, 1 opetaed nîy
jewel-case, which sBtood ou the glase4, by nay
dressing-table, took eut my rings, breoches, sud
bracelets, &c., eue by eue, ha-Id theni up te the
îight of the catndh-, snd feigned te ho engrossed
lu the occupation ot rubbin- sud polisbing themu.
One by eue I replaced them, sud then moved
my casket into the closet befere meutioued as

peitions the short colîect in our Evening Ser-
vice-"« Lighten our darkuesa, wo beaeech theo,
oh Lord ; and by Tby groat mercy defend us
froru aIl parils anal dangers of this night, for the
saka- cf Thy oîîly Son, our Savieur, Jeans Christ.
Amen." Thien h again extingnislied my candie
-(as it hajapena-d, the only ene), sud geL into
bed- The rooru wwu now but partially lighted
luY the romains of the fire, aud for the- first tinie,
amuca- early childhond, the- grewing damkness wus
terrihbe te me. i knew that, nea. te arouse sus-
picion, I muet b. cautions cf pretendiug te be
asleoîa tee suddenly or tee quickly, sud for
several nminutes I purpesely gave fuions indica-
tiens of beirg wide awake, by turang sud e-
turning on my pillow, coughing and se ferthi,
tilI 1 theughît 1h miglit safely ie still, sud on-
deavour te hreatha- with the ragularity et a
peacaful slumber ; sud by dogree-s 1 simulatad
ail its ontward aigus te the beat cf my ability.
This, as I lîad anticipated, was the signal for my
eompoanion te change, bis uncomfortable rosi.
tien ; slowly sud aeftly ho emerged Item is i
Iiiding-plsca-, sud cemînenced oparations by
lighting muy candle at the fire. Next came the-
peried et dreadful suspense-be approsclîcat nie,-
laring the flarua before my chosed eyes sud la-u
ing asona-ar mie that h coutd foot bis tîreath upon
my chia-ak-thon, rucat horribîle of ail, ie drew
soea sharp anurda-rous 'iustrument acros my
Lhreat. tuae odge of the cohd steel touching sud
scrsping my akin. IIow I cemmsuded nîyself
t> lie qluiet and motieutess dariag Liis orda-al,
which tmnaL bave lasted sema- Lwo minuta-s or se,
fý know net, for iL soomed te me more ika- a
qutarter of su heur in duration. But steugth
aud courage, auda-va-n exta-mual composure, were
givein te me inii ny great uecessity ;n answer te
nîy prayers ; sud my relief may b. imagined
wuîeuLhe ruai tnraued away, seemiugly satisfied
of iiy baing in a state cf unconseionunass. AI-
naost in that very moment it occurrod te rue that
ruy maid bad asked my permission that nigbt te
share the reout ef a fellow-servant at quito a
differa-nL part cf the lieuse from bier own, aud 1,
with ne fereshadowing of danger bauging over
me, had consented, as thie wemau had ha-en un-
weil that day, sud might ho glad of Louisa's
assistance, which I bad littIe expected te stand
in sncb urgemnt need of mysa-lf before anether twe
or tlarea- heurs shouîd be puts. As iL flashed
acroas my mind that possihuiy she miglit net ha-ar
mauy bell, a-voi if the succa-ssfuh aecompisiment cf
my scha-mos se far qbould enable lie Le ring iL, h
ail but scera-ed eut in my Lerror sud anguisli
aud 1 supapose s faint sliria- îs aa sae
me, for tiaie ellow hastily retraca-d bis footsta-ps
Lo auy ba-dside, wbere hoe repeated the alarmimag
perleorm:a i ce alreaIly se falhy rahesrsed ; however
lac wss douîbtîcas soon cou vinced by my outire
stilinegs thiat I wss net awake, for ha-eruade ne
atempt te imjure nie, but,1 aller axperimanting
upn nailie afresb with the condhe asuithie sharp
iiaieruent, ha- ra-ra-ted again in te diection
of the cleset.

I was new pursusded that 1liadt but oune foe te
contemmd witb, sud this assurance was a groat
source of comfort sud encouragemenmt, for I bad
mieL h>eu witbout apprebiension of a cotîfederate
entirely councealed froin my viow, in which case h
couid net bave lioped te corne forth victoriens
froru the unequal struggte. I vontura-d oe
hnrria-d gliince ut the intmuder, as ho stood, with
lus hack partiaily turned towards me, sud the
light s9hinimug on a yeung sud rather hsndsome
facc ; but t bat glanca-, instautaneous as it was,
irupressed me with the belief thiat I had sa-en
hinu befora-, sud thon it dawr.ed upon rue thai.
hoe was-oa huitl a-en iii quito lately-a 1'fei-
iower' cf my uîid, whom I bad endesvonred te,
dissuade froan further encouragement ef biru,
ewing Le the- evil reports that were heginuing te
ba- current about hini in our village, wbere hoe
lîad takon np bis abode as a stranger ouly a few
menthus pra-viouslv, bis ostensible trade baIUg
ta t etscarjaemter. Could iL b.that Leuisa had

ha-en inveigled by hem iking for this worthless
WVall Burton into aiding sud abetting bis de-
signs, sud thiat she was ;rivv Le thia attempt
of lis ! Sncb a notiont migbt account for ier
request Le change bier sleeping quartera on this
sp-cist1 occien, sud ikewise fer the informa.
ien ie seemeal te posess of the locality in

whlih my plate, as wett as my jamwelery, wu
kept, nomely in sud within ruy own room;
perhap':, aise ho bad thus teamnt that i was richer
in tht-se articles sund more worth the risk cf
plundieriug than mest other single ladies in my

poiin, from the kindnu of the gis anut who
id hequeathed te me the chief part et ber for-

tune. But I dismissed the hstf-fermed suspicion
as a 1ibel on the gooAsud-AitfuirAckn

I anuwerod him not a word, but rushing to
my bell, 1 rang itlIoudly and repeatodly, tbough,
as Ihad feared, to nopurpose. Those who know
what beavy aleepers young servants laabitual!y
ore, will flot wonder that a bell, hung expresàlyý
tu b. heard in one rooin should fail to awakon
them irn another at the extremity xuf a long
rambling assage. My honsemaid had for
severalinights pst beon at bier nothersa in the
village, to help in tending a sick sister, and 1
had little or no expectation of rousing the ouly
nman on the promise;, who tqlept in a room ovor
the stable. Any faint hope that the cook's
slight ailment iîîigbt have induced an unusual
degree of restlessaesa in herseif or hier bedfellow
wa.s soon dispelled, and for the space of perhapa
an heur I coutiuned to ring vehemently every
five minutes, until the rope gave way beneath
my repeated and violent pulls, and 1 could pull
no more. Meanwhile, Burton was kicking and
pushing at the closet-door with ah bhis might,
uttoriag dreadîni menaces, which 1 did not doubt
hie would èxecute, of murdering me the instant
lie sbould break through, and cursin g is own
folly and weakness in having spared My hifo
when it was in bis bands. The time wore slow-
ly on -terribly to me-for 1 could net but
believe that ho must ultimately, ithi the
qtrength of dosperation, succeed in bis efforts,
and then 1 should find myself face to face with
au enraged ruffian, and without chance or pos.
sibility of escape. The niaa tanntod me with
being also locked in, a circumistance of which I
gathered from bis expressions that hie had only
been made aware by rny frantic, but necessarily
ineffectual, struggles to open my own door wit
the closet key, and thi'q ignorance on bis part of
îny nocturnal practice proved to me the injustice
of mny passing misgiving that my poor Louisa
was in league with 1dm.

Wliat more could 1 do ! The fire, whieh 1 bad
no coals to replenish, was dying out, and the in-
creasing ohscurity added to thei horrori. of niy
forlorn condition, while it reminded methat if
any further. stops were delayed, tbey would soon
he rendered impracticahie by the total want of
ligbt. But wbat remained for me to attempt ? The
stormy wind bore to iny ears the sound of the
chureh dlock, as it struck the bouir of two.
Suddenly I resolvedi to tbrow open the shutters,
and se siford mysel f the hast desperate resource ef
leaping eut of the windlow, sbould 1 hear signs
of the door yie]diug te the vehienience of Bur-
ton's tunremitting hbows and kicks ; the latter,
however, had fortunately been rondered less
effectuaI by tbe absence of bis beavy nailed
boots, wbich lho bad left in a shed below, te
obviate as amuch as possible any noise in asceaîd.
ing the stairs or in bis sUter niovements, other-
wise 1 feel sure the panels must have been driven
in. After awhile, th- robber seemod to grow
tired of this violent and truitless exorcise, for bie
hecamne perfectly still, while oradually the (lark-
nesdeepeaaed througb the rooin, arnd the weary
interminable winter's night crept slowly on its
course.

During this interval et silence and tran.juility
whicb bsd succeped te the incessant noises I
felI into a strange state of semi-unconisciousness,
the resuit, I think, partly of the beniumbing in-
fluence of the cold uipon my thinly-cîad body,
amad îîartly of the wearness of mind consoquent
upon the excitemont and strain of the lust three
liours. Events of days long gone by haunted
me-ohie especially, a rosI occurrence in the life
of an old friend, as beariîîg a sort of resemblance
te mny own adventuro that night. She was
sl;e?ping soon ater bier confinement with the
baby and the monthîy nurse in tbe same room,
when she lieard hier door softly oîaened ; but
this caused hieu little or no alarîn, as she fancied
that it must be the bour for the household to
rise, aud that one of the Maid-servants was
comingin fora ligbt ; and gréat, indeed, was hier
surprise and consternation at the spectace of
tbree mon ontering with stoaithy f*ootsteps.
11cr first impression wus that she was dreaming,
then that she was waudering from weakness, or
that lier head was diqordered by hier recont ill.
ness ; but she was speedily convinced that it
was 110 dehjsion under which sho waa labouring,
when one of the burglars (known in tbe .rofes.
sien by the sobriquet of " Black Harry," froin the
mask hoe were), approacbed, the foot of hier bed,
and prosenting ti~pistol at lier, threatened to
shoot bier doad ,if site made tho slightest disturb-
anco. Liko many another woman of a cahm,
geutie, undemonstrative oxterior, she was gifted
with much fortitude and power of self-control,
and bier presenceo f mind did not desert bier at
.hi« critioal junctulre. for ýh;ileth. ana ak


