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BOOK AND PAMPHLET SOCIETY.

On Sunday evening, May 23rd, a meeting
of this Secicty was held in the Federal St.
Church, (Dr. Gannett’s,) for the purpose of
hearing o Sermon in its behalf preached by
the Rev. . W. Bellows, of New York.—
The preachier took for his text Colossians
iv. 16. He spoke of the Bible as a collec~
tien of books and tracts; and showed how
the need of the written word sprang up and
the success of the Gospel depended upont it.
Christianity had owed its uncorrupt preser-
vation to the art of printing. Ile next
traced out the separate offices of the writien
and spoken word.  1le argued that the time
hud not come—never would come, when
preaching conld be dispensed with. The
pulpit would always be neceessary to make

Jenown-truths felt, to give, through the power

of eloquence, expression to persanal convie-
tions and the feelings of the heart. Ie
described what advantage the living voice
had in certuin vespects over the printed
page. There was no competition then be-
tween the pulpit aud the press; bat a di-
vision of Jabor ; each having its own work.
He then dwelt upon the necessity for the
wide-spread circulation of books by our
denomination.. There never was a time
when careful and discriminating statements
of the evidences and simple doctrines of
Christianity were more necessary.  This
was proved by the infidel and licentious
tendency of the cheap literature of the day.
Hethouglt also that the strong action, at this
time, of the spirit of philanthirepy—running
into ultraisms, was another reason, for re-
ealling altention to the fundamental traths
of the Gospel. Here the preacher, with
much force, pointed out the connexion be-
tween liberal Christians and the radiealism
of the times. It had grown up with us—a
necessary part of the contest for liverty. 1t
was for us to Christinnize the somewhat
rampant spirit of humanity. The charge
that our views are only negative—was next
met and the originality, depth and positive~
ness of the great truths of pure Christianity,
ably set forth. Mr. B- spoke of the {itness
of our opinions for dissemination, through a
religious literature, because they were calm
appeals to the reason, and need not be stated,
could not be, in technical language. Ie
urged the duty of luymen to engfige in the
preparation and spread of works, containing
liberal opinions in a distinetly religious form.
He recoinmended a system of Colponrtage 3
spoke of the efforts of Barker in England,
and closed, after showing that the Unitarian
movement was not sectariau, withsome ac-
count of the Book and Pamphlet Society—
what it had already doune and the more it
was capable of doing. :

The discourse was characterised by re-
markable earnestness, and was listened to
with  great attention. A collection was
taken up in aid of the funds of the Society.

TIE BOSTON PORT SOCIETY
Held its anniversary, in the Federal street
Chureh, on Monday evening, May 12. The
attendance was good, butnot as large as the
interest of the occasion and importance of
the object deserved. Rev. E. B. Hall, of
Providence, R.I., offered the prayer. The
musi¢ was introduced at intervals by a
select choir, unaccompanied by the organ,
and occupyingafront pew., ‘The President,
Albert Fearing, Esq., alluded to the pro~
priety of putting this meeting among the an-
niversaries of the week. IHe then referred
to the peculiar elaims of seamen,and the in-
debtedness of this city to the sailor for its
wealth and means of doing good. He
briefly showed that without the aid of mari-
ners, civilization would go back—the in-
valid sigh in vain for the balmy airs of
southern climes—the missionury be unable

of him who had been the agent of all New
England, te carry food 1o thoso stricken by
famine in Ireland. In obedience tothe as-
sociations of the place, he spoke of Chan-
ning: and expressed the desire that his
all-embracing spirit of humanity, might be
inand bless this socicty. Mr. F. concluded,
by welcoming the members of the Boston
Port Society, and their fellow laborers, the
Ladies of the Seaman’s Aid Society.
Mr. Andrew, the Secretary of the Society,
now read the report, a remarkably \\:e]]
written and interesting docwnent, which
embraced many malters connected with the
cause of seamen, caleulated to awaken a
deep iunterest in behalf of this noble, but
too much neglected class of men. He gave
a short history of the Svciety, which was
established in 1828, its object being to se-
cure moral and religious instruction to the
scamen of Boston and vieinity, and this
object had never been lost sight of. Its
labors had been directed tothe preaching of
the Gospel to seamen in its purity and sim-
plicity—toleratian being a fundamental prin-
ciple of action. The Boston Port Society
was established by the merchants of Boston,
to ameliorate the discomforts of seamen, and
raise them from their destitute and degraded
condition, and to place them within the
pale of society from which they had pre-
viously been virtually excluded. For this
purpose large sums had been contributed to
build the Bethel Chureh and the Mariner’s
House. It was computed that the number
of seamen was about ‘two millions—five
hundred thousand of whom had attended
the Bethel, since that church was estab-
lished, where was found every Sunday as-
sembled a numerous, but orderly and sedate
assembly, who listened with deep interest
to the exhortations, oftheir excellent pastor.
They iwere solemn and serious men, devout
worshippers in their own church. The re-
port also spoke of the good fortune of the so-
ciely in securing for so many years the
services of a pastor in Rev. E. T. Taylor,
eminently zealous and successful in advan-
cing the interests of the society. The Re-
port next spoke of the Mariners® House, a
large and _commodious building recently
erccted in North Square, for the special ac-
commodation of seamen. Such an edifice

all subjects ; therefore there must be a
variety of such views. This variety of
thoualts and opinious was indeed but one
{orm of the great principle of the subdivision
of human labor. ‘This prineiple must secure
the sane improvement and advancement in
all moral and religious subjects, which it
has alreauly promeoted in the various auts of
litfe.  There must ever be a variety of
minds, thoughts, interests.  Let all the dif-
ferent aspeets of teuth be faicly seen and
presented.  ‘This liberty and vavioty should
recoguized in every depariment of moral
and religious instruction. Moral and re-
ligious progress hias ever been visible in
proportion to the freedoin with which the
baman mind Las acted on moral and reli-
gious subjects.  Tle eould assert that in no
portion of the Christian warld was moral and
religions progress so appareht now, as iu
that’ portion which has asserted and main-
tained this freedom.

Dr. Nichols then spoke particularly of the
progress mude in this direction since tho
datys of Buckminster, Thatcher and others ;
of the namerons and beautiful expressions
in support of this Liberty fiom the very ranks
which were then ntterly opposed to the new
freedom of thought. Such expressions as
are now comuon with the Orthodox party
would have surprised and delighted Buck-
minster could he have heard them in his
day.  What was then urged as the danger
of cach one’s thinking for himself is now
maintained on all sides as a fundamental °
principle. - Progressindeed is written on the
very fnee of our wndertaking.” He noticed
the stand that had been taken by this body
with reference to intemperance, slavery and
war, especially the last; and the general
und sfrong moral sentiments,—so profound
and deep-rooted, with regard toihe doctrine
of international peace.  He considercd the
great fecling of the community as essentiul-
ly moral. He spoke strongly in favor of
wovewent, and for strong snd’ caruest action
from the pulpit in favor of philautrophic re-
furm. 1le thought comparatively little could
be expected from legislation, and that the
last place we should Jook to for strong moral
and religious action was government, Tho
last flight of Christianity would be from the
high places of the carth. He would have

After thie company had partaken of the
excellent repast provided by the Unitarian
laymen of Boston, G. 8. Ilillard, Esq.. who
oceupied the chair, delivered a lengthiened
aund interesting address on sowme of the rela-
tions subsisting between the clergy and the
laity. Several appropriate original hymns
were sung at different stages of the pro-
cecdings.  Dr. Parkman, of Boston, read
extracts from a letter of Dr. Montgomery of
Irelund, regretting his inability to attend
the anniversaries this year, as he had been
invited. The Chairman also, in the course
of the afteruoon, read the interesting com-
munication addressed (from Treland) w the
Mayor aud Aldermen of the city of Boston,
conneeted with a present of a flag, which
was exhibited in the hall,  The flag vepre-
sented the American  Eagle supporting a
wreath of shamrock, bound together by the
“stars and stripes.”?  In the ceutre was
h harp, “Addresses conneeted with
a variety of topies and sentiments, were
delivered by Rev. Dr. Pierce, of Brookline,
Rev. Messrs. Sanzer of Dover, Farley of
brocklyn, N.Y., Fisher of the Independent
Irish Protestant Sveiety, Boston, Captain
Forbes, Rev. Messrs. Cordner of Montreal,
Bellows of New York, Waterston of Boston,
Rev. Dr. Nichols of Portland, and Rev. E.
T. Taylor of Boston.

AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION.

" The business meetings of this body were
held on the mornings of Tuesday, Wedtes-
day, and. Thursday, in the chapel of the
Church of the Saviour, in Bedford Street.
The following gentlemen were nominated
as the officers to be reported at the first
legal meeting under the Act of Incorpora-
tiony viz.:

Presidenf.—Rev. Dr. GaxxeTT,
Vice-President.—Hon., Stephen Fairbanks.
Secrelary.—Rev. Wm. Eljot. ,
Direclors.—Rev. Ephraim Peabady, Rev.
F. D. Huntimgton, Rev. J. W. Thompson,
Isaiah Bangs, lisq., Lewis G. Pray, Esq.
At the meeting on Wednesday, Rev.
Samuel May, jun., introdoced three Reso-

became necessary. They could not be suf-
ficieutly acecommodated “without it. The
people of Boston and vicinity were called
upon, they cheerfully answered the demand,
aud generously contributed a sum suflicient
to cause the object to be accomplished. The
cost of the Mariner’s House was $35,000,
$21,000 of which was advanced by our
citizens, and a debt of only $14,000 re-
maing, which is secured by & mortzage on
the property. The building is leased to the
Seamen’s Aid Society for $1,500 a year, and
under the superintendence of Mr. Broad-
head, who is remarkably well qualified for
the business, isnow in successful operation.
This House and the Bethel were peculiarly
fortunate in their location, and doubtless in-
strumental in doing a vast deal of good to the
searfaring comnrnunity. :

Inu the course of the evening, the meeting
was addressed by Capt. Jordan, T. B,
Curtis, lisq., Capt. Forbes, who lately had
charge of the Jurnestown on her benevolent
mission to lreland, and Rev. E. 'T. Taylor,
the Minister of the Society.

TUE COLLATION.

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 25th May,
this social and cheerful gathering tock place
in the immense hall over the depét of the
Maine Ruailroad.

The day was-fine and the attendance
large 5 nearly 1000 tickets being issued.

‘The company, after being seated, were
welcomed heartily and wannly by Wm. D.
Coolidge, Esq., Chairman of the Commitiee
of Arrangements.

the position o{the Unitarian body, and their
influence in_this respect more thorougly
estimated.  He longed to have individuals
so impressed with the importunee of their
movetnent, that new and liberal appropria-
tions shonld be made for it. The cleray
should return to their posts with new interest
and zeal. They had in their hands a great
charge.  They should recommend their
movement by uniting with Christians of
all denominations in the progressive work.
Mind should act upon mimﬁ the minds of
the laity upon those of the elergy ; the former
should not neglect to enlighten the latter.
With a proper spirit, there could e no fear
for the result.

Our friends everywhere should put on
more power of action.  There should be the
greatest variety of views and of mind all
working together.  Their mission assumes
@ new importance every day. Let them
¢o home to their pulpits and work in full
usswance that the sced they were planting
and tending would produce an abundant
harvest ;3 and that they shopld receive their
reward 1n a better world.

The following resolutions were then pre-
sented, as offering topics for remarks, by
Rev. Mr. Huntington, from the Excculive
Committee :

Resolved, That the position and principles
of the Unitarian body should lead them to
manifest an active interest in all the human
enterprises of the present day, which pro-
mise to remove thu great evils under which
mankind now suffer.

Resolved, That for the correction of many
false tendencies which may be exhibited
in the public measures and governmental
policy of the nation, hostile to the establish-
ment of freedom, righteousness and peace,

lutions, which were afterwards condensed
into two, of a decluratory character npon
the subject of slavery; the first of which,
after a discussion which continued into
Thursday, was adopted ; viz:

Resolved,—That we believe slaveholding to be in direct
opposition to the law and will of God, cutirely incowpati-

ble with: the precepts nad spiticof Christiauity, aud whally
at varinnee with o Christian profussson.

The second Resolution was laid upon the
table.

The general public meeting of the Amer-
ican Unitarian Association, was held in the
Federal Street Chureh, on Tuesday evening,
Honble. Richard Sullivan in the Chair.
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Furness, Philadelphia.
The Annual Report was read by the General
Secretary, Rev. Charles Brigas.

The acceptance of the report was moved
by Dr. Nichols, of Portland, Me. He ex-
pressed his gratification at scecing so luge
an assembly of his brethren.  He could not
look arcund without deep emotion in consi-
deration of the nature of their work. Here
were collected men to whom was allotted
one seventh part of the time, in which to
address the community ou subjects most
important and most deeply interesting to
society and to individuals. Tdere was the
only class of men the whole objeet of whose
duties wits entirely of a moral und religious
natuve.  Aund this meeting was one of pe-
culiar importance, on account of the stand
here tuken in the ministry of religion. Tt
was composcd of those wha aimed to preach
the gospel of moral and religious freedom.
He knew that those who took such a stand
were thought to be peculiarly exposed to
eiror ; yet he felt it fo be the true ground,
the only method by which to attain to the
truth, Man in pursuit of truth demands
freedom. Ourmottoshould everbe, “Think,

and let think.” Providense his made af deworalizing 1o the community, wu san




