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EDITORIAL,

THE GIVER AND THE QIFT.

Who gavo himself for us that he might redeem us from
all iniquity and purify unto himeelf a peculier people
zenlons of good works  (Tit. i, 14.)

In the context tho apostle speaks of the grace
of which brings salvation to all men. Ho says
that graco has appeared, teaching us to deny un-
godliness and worldly lusts, and to live righteously
aud goberly and Godly, and to lovk for that blessed
hopo and the glorious appearance of the great God
and our Lord Jesus Christ, It seemed impossible
for him to think of Christ without stopping to
gazo on the cross and linger on what ho did, and
ho vents the deop emotions of his heart in theso
words, ‘‘ Who gave himself for us,” ote., otc.

The proper receiving of a precious gift awakons
fecling both for the gift and the giver. Wn value
the gift and csteom the giver. In this case tho
gift and the giver ave one, ** Ho gavo himsolf for
ug,” aud the very name of Jesus will stir the re-
deemed soul forover,

The giit of a friend in need is the ineasure of
his sympathy for us. If by firo or flood we lose
our all, and two men equally able befriend us —
ono gives us a dollar and the other gives ten — wo
can easily decide which of the two fuels most for
us, Our dearest friend will dv the most for us.
Christ loved us and gave himself for us, This gift
eclipses every otber. The highest and rarest gift
of waau is that o wan should lay down his life for
his friend; but here is the Son of God frecly dyiug
for his enomies, showing a love that has no parallel.
But tho gift of himself is as just as it is benovolent.

No created being can justly give his life for
another, for tho simple reason that it is not our
own to give. Ho has received his life from God,
and holds it in trust till God calls for it, A man
for a trifling offence challenges avother to a duel.
The other declined, saying: I can never take an
important atep without the approval of my reason
and couscionce. Wero I to fall I can see no justice
in giving away the life that God has given me for
other purposes, My country needs my life, my
family needs it, and I am not at liberty to give it
away., Shounld you fall in the fight your life would
be gone, and nothing would be left but your car-
cass, which could be of no value to mo. You
would loge all, and no one would gain anything by
it, and 8o I decline. Here was truo courage — a
man daring to reason and to do right regardless of
popular opivion. No created being has a right to
givo up his life only at the call of tho Creator.
Were an angel to offer his lifo for man’s salyation
it would bo rojected both on the gronnd of injustice
and meflecacicusness.

Christ was not created. His life wos his own,
ang he had power to lay it down and power to take
it up again. No man could take from him what
was his own and undorived. He gave himself;
hence the justice and dignity of the gift. Tho lifo
of Jesus, his actions, his words and his tears
always testified that he came not to be ministered
unto but to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many. His face was always toward Calvary,
and what he constengly declared in his lifo he
confirmed on the cross,

But tho gift of himself was not rash or hastily
made. It had tho eternal wispoym of God in it,
because the ord to be accomplished, he re-
garded as commonsurate with the sacrifice. It
was for the joy set boefore him that Josus endured
the nrosy; and the Holy Spirit throogh the prophet
declares that ¢ he shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied.” (Isa. liii, 12.)

That he might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify unto himsolf a peculiar people zealous of
good works ia the declared purposo of Jesus' gift: a
purpose 30 great as to causo and to justify oven
suoh a gift. Our sins have been a monstrous
wroug and injustice to God and the universe and
ourselves, To redeem us from all this iniquity he
gave himeself, and also to purify unto himself a
peouliar people z8alous of good works, Though
ho 1nade and owne the principalities and powers
in the heavonly places he sought to redecom unto
himself a peculiar people, and all *‘ the oyes of
whoso understanding will be so onlightened as to
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the
rioHES of the glory of his inheritance in the
suints ™ (Ep. 1. 18) will foruver admire both the
gift and the purpose of the giver, The riches of
his inheritance in tho saints has a glory as pecul ar
as are the saints themsolves frow all the other in-
telligeuce in Christ's boundless domiaion,

Althongh eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither
hath entered into the heart of man tho things
which God hath propared for thom that love him,
(Cor. 1II. 9), yot God hath revealed to the apostles
by his apirit of the pecnliarities of Ohrist's own
people, some of which we may now consider:

1st, They are peculiar in their relationship,
being the bride of Christ. Tho Lamb's wife. This
is described in Rovelation and other parts of tho
New Taestament, and largely treated in the fifth
chapter of Ephesians. No other intelligences
claim such relationship to Christ as his bride,

2ad. They are peculiar in their naiure, being
the children of God and the brethren of Christ-
He was in the form of God, end thought it not
robbery to be equal with God, . . . but took upon
him the form of a setvant and was made in the
likeness of men, ete., (Phil. 11. G, 7., The Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us, etc., (Johu L
14.) When his own (nation) received him not he
gave power to every one who received him to
become the sons of God. John says: ¢ Now are
we the sons of God, and it duth not yet appear
what we shall be,” etc., etc. Jesus, then, has a
human and a divine nature, and is the samo yes-
terday, to-day and forever. So, with his aw¥n
people, whom he purifies unto himself. They and
they alone will have the human apnd divine nature
swectly blended forever.

3cd, They aro peculiar in the fact that they ara
redoemed and forgiven much, and will have wuch,
Thoy will sing salvation to our God and to the’
Lamb (Rev. vii.), and praise him who has washed
them from thoir sins by his own blood. None will
be able to sing redemption’s song but the peculiar
people whom Jesus redeems and purifies unto him.
self. -

4th. This people will have a peculiar home,
Having a divine nature, being his bride and like
Christ, and seeing him as he is, they will be with
him to behold his glory (John xvii, 24). Although
his Father’s house has many mansions he has gone
to prepare a place for his own people, and will
come again and receive them unto himself, that
where he is theve they may be also (xiv. 2, 8.)

In the 7th of Revelation this people ars graphi-
cally described, their countless number, their
peculiar place (before the throne), their song, their
harps and ‘white robes, whence they came and the
Lamb feeding them and leading them to living
fountrins of water, and God having wiped away
all tears from their eyes,

This peculiar people are characterized on earth
by doing good, ‘‘ by goud works.” Jeaus thewr God
and living head ** went about doing good,” and they
love to follow him. They not only do good when
it happens in their way, but they find out ways
and means of doing good. They are ** zealous of
goud works,” They have been with Jesus and
learned of him, and are most interested in what

most intorested him in seoking and saving that

which was lost. This will bo a blessed death.
““Yea saith tho Spirit that they may rest from
their labours and their works do follow them.”
(Rov. sxiv; 13.)

Orviginal Gonfridutions,

GOSPEL POWER.

According to divino revelation we tell the story
everywhare that the gospel is the power to save
those that believe. This can be easily vindicated,
becauso the Holy Spirit has made the statement,
Nevertheless thera are many who question this
statement, and ask for an explauation as to how the
gospel saves. It is an easy mattor to impress this
fact upon the mind of the inquirer, if the mind
can be induced to forsake all prejudico ideas. The
galvation of tho soul depends on knowing what to
do and doing it. 'The old theological idea of wait-
ing for the windows of heaven to be opened, and
the power to come with irresiatible force and wake
the dead in trespasses and in sin has become so
prevalent that mauny, in spite of gospel light, hold

to this phantom idea with great tenacity. We |

who claim that the gospel is the power to save,
freely submit all questions concerning this claim
to sovore and critical investigntion, We are not
afraid to submit our claim to the most severo
scriptural investigation. False conclusions are just
plausible to him who reads wrotg as true ones are
to him who reads right. Nowhere upon thé pages
of the New Testament are wo commanded to
believo 1: the spirit as an abstract power to save
the soul. But the comnmand is prevalont to believe
in the gospel as the power to save. How then can
wo avoid censure should wn advocate that the
spirit alone is the power? Should this statement
undergo a scriptural test? The work of man's
redemption is a comploted work. Also to com-
plete this great work, there were co-operation of
the thrce powers of the Godhead. These three
official agencies are the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. The work of these divine agencies were
combined to complete the schemo of redemption.
The Father designs the work. The Son executes
the Father's orders. The Holy Spirit consumates
aud seals tho design. The Father sent the Son
according to his design. The Son came to earth
clothed in a garb of our weak and sinful natu-,,
and for sin condomned sin in the flesh by dying in
the presence of witnesses whom he had chosen,
This waa to satiafy and meet the demands of the
Father's design. After death he went ‘into the
grave. Threo days later the Spirit, according to
the Father’s will, brings him back to life, and into
his hards is committed all authority of the God-
head in heaven and in earth. The Son now
becomes the designer and the promoter of the
remaining work of man's redemption. 'The
Son being invested with all authority, he
remains long: enough among his chosen work —
man — to prove his ideatity with the same
Jesus that bled and died upon tho cross, and to
leave with them the commission they were to
execute, Mo ascends to his throna in the heave: s
to reign until he shall have put down all rule and
power, Seated at tho right hand of God in pow«r
hoe sends his advocate, or the Roly Spirit, to those
chosen workmen aceording to promise. This
power or advocate was to be in them (John x'v,
17.) e was to speak through them. He was to
take charge of their hearts, minds and tongues.
Hoe was to guide them into all truth, We stop uow
for a moment to ask, What did the advocate from
the heavens do, and whore did ho go, and to whom
did ho come, and who did ho convort, and how did
he convert 1 Did he como with power and fill the
place whero theso chosen mon were gathered.
Was not his miraculous descent counfined to the




