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EDITO RIA L.

APTIZED FOR THE DEAD.- 1 Cor. xv. 19.

When Jesus dolivered tho gospel once for ail
time to the apostles to proclaimi to ail nations, He
also gavo them this symbol. Matt. xxviii. 19.
Mark xvi. 10. The three facts of the gospel-that
Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again,
are put into forra in baptism, and the truc believer
oboys fron the beart that form of doctrine which
was delivered. Rom. vi. 4-17. In this action ho
lookis back to the resurrection of Christ and 'orward
to hie own, and the symbol is both retrospective and
prospective.

The sinner who believes in Jesus so as to lova
Rirm and hate hie own sins, and with hie wholo
hoeart resolve, in God's strength, to forsako them,
pute on Christ in baptismr (GQl. iii. 27 ) Jesus
pardons him, takes him into favor that he may
walk in His footsteps till ho pass through timo and
death and is glorified with Hi in the resurrection.

When believers eat the Lord'e supper as Ho has
commandod, thoy show or symbolizo Ris death, but
net Hie burial and resurrection. Baptism i the
only institution of the Now Testament that sym-
bolizes these. And ite as many in Our day deaire,
the immersion of believers wore abolished, thero
would be no ordinauce in the Bible representing
the resurrection of Christ and that of the sainte,
and wo ask, "What then shall they do to represent
the resurrection of the dead " le the resurrection
of so little importance as ta have no institution in
the Bible ta represont it ?

Ail systern which unito mûn muet have thoir
peculiar symbole, if, for no other reasons, ta soparate
thora from those who are not of thair order and
experience, proves that thoso who reject Christ'a
appointmonts most studiously contend foir their
own.

God sent the Harbinger of His beloved Son ta
preach in the wilderness the baptism of repentance
for the renission of sins. Jesus came ftrom Galileo
ta Jordan, and obeyed Hie Father in baptise, and
after Ho had died and risen, and was about to second
ta heaven. charged His apostles ta baptize bolievers
in Hie name, and promised ta save such. The
apostles faithfully enjoined it on aIl believers, and
often roferred ta their baptism when addressing the
saved. They pressed the fact as a reason for a holy
and self-denying life, that they were dead ta sin, and
hsd beau buried with Christ in baptisa, that thoy
should rise ta walk in uewness of life. And yet
thora are persons professing ta be the followers of
Christ, who dony that Ho commanded believera to
be immersed in water. This need not surprise us
when we reniembor that even in tho apostles' days,
some professing Christians denied the resurrection
of the dead.

It is cheering, however, ta know that many vho
love the Saviour lay aside their prejudice, and are
being buried with Hia in baptismr. And also, that
leading minds in the different communions unhes-
itatingly declare that the immersion of believers i
what the Lord commanded, and the apostles
practiced. In overy decade the opposers of immor-
sion are losirg thoir hold on the public mind, and
will do so just in proportion ta tho prevalence of
gospel Flght and liberty.

Baptisa is porverted nt only in its action and
subjects, but aise in its design. Whilo men agroe
that it is a symbol, they differ widely on what it
symbolizes. Many take it to b a sign of what is
wrouglt in a man instead of what Christ hu doune
for him-in His death and resurrection, so that ho
looke to lais inwhdr' emotions, prosent and. pat,

instead of looking "away from himself and overy-
thing elso ta the person and work of Jeans as his
reason for boing baptized. Baptiým is described as
" An outward and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace," and men are taught to believe that
because God works in them without being restricted
te anjy modo, he permits thom te choose any one of
tfiree modes in obeying the positive commrand of
Christ in baptisi. That if they are oincere and
have water sprinkled upon thera, or poured upon
then, or are immered in water, God will he pleased
with them and accept it as baptism ! Many grow
aven wiser than their teachers and have discovered
that sincrity will b takan withoit wator at ail, and
determinedly contend that " Thora is no water in
baptismI" ! ! 1 Thus, men proceoding stop by stop,
disregard the action and design of baptiem, and
finatlly the ordinance altogether, with tho exanplo
of Jesus and Hie soleman sud last commaud bofore
their faco.

We know of no acripturo which says that baptism
ie a sign af an inward and spiritual grace, nor that
its action rosembles such inward grace. Circum-
cision is described as such a aigu, but net baptisin.
We road of the circuamcision of Christ, mado with-
out hands-circumcision of the beart, etc., etc.
(Col. ii. 11. Rom. ii. 28-29. Deut. x. 16, xxx. 6.)
But baptism is a aign of something alse. What
saith the scriptures ? " Know ye net that se many
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized into Hie death? Therefore, wo are buried
with Hlim by baptisai into death, that likeas Christ
was raised up froin the dead, by the glory of the
Father, cre» se mo aise should walk in newnesa of
hie." (Roi. vi.3, 4.) "Buried with Him in baptism,
whercin alseo ye are risen with Rima through the
faiti of (or in) the operation of God, who raised
Him fromt the dead." Cul, ii. 12. Here, thon, is
a sign of Jesus' death, burial and resurrection,
and of the believer'a death tu sin, and of hie
burial and resurrection with Clist. As Jesus had
died for sin, it shows what certainly followed-that
death, Hie burial and resurrection. And as believers
had died to sin, it shows their burial and resurrection
with Christ to walk in uewness of lifo. This union
is ta continua while life remains, ta survive death,
and b completed in the resurrection wheu the Son
will deliver up the Kingdom to God and the
Father.

Whan Paul reasoued with those who denier! the
resurrection he showed that baptism was a mistako,
if their theory was true, and that the following
results would follow:

let. Christ is not risen. For He the Head, and
the saints the body, are one. If thero ha no
resurrection for them, neither can thora b for
Him. If there be no harveat, thrae can be no
tiret fruits.

2nd. Our preaehing is vain.-It has Jesus'
resurrection in it as the grand demonstration of al
the rest.

3rd. Your faith is vain.- As it resta on the truth
we preach.

4th. We are foumd falsc witneses of God.-
Miracles proved us to be God's witnesses, and hence
we are His false witnesses.

5th. Ye are yet in yoursis.-As it is only through
the truth we preached yo can bo saved.

6th. They that have fallen asleep in Christ are
perished. -They muet either rise again or perish.

Here the apostilo exhibits the treacndous conse-
quences of denying the resurrection, and leaves his
opponeants no alternative but either ta accept the
doctrine, or lose everything worth having in time
or eternity.

As ho turns away from the gloom-the eternal
disappointment and sadness of that systomn-to gaze
ippn the glorious gospel of Christ, the apostle

seeuis s0 overpowered with the contrast that his
mind is drawn for the prosent from the arena of.

debate ta contemplate tli wonderft.l history of sin
and its cure; and as it rapidly vibratos botween tho
introduction of death by Adam, and its final extinc-
tion by Christ, ho soars into ragions of indes-
cribable sublimity. What imagination can reach
the grandeur of that seeno whon sin's floodgates shall
be finally closed, and al the remedial systems of
God's bonovolenco shal have finished their work and
ceasedl Whon the reigning Redomer shall have
put down ail authority and power, crushed every
enemy under His feet, and destroyed the last
enemy, deathl Whe the principalities and powers
created by Himi and for His glory shall assemble
to witness Hie lat conquest, and His Father and
His God receivo the Kingdom from His hands?
Thon shall the righteouis shine forth as the sun in
the Kingdom of their Father, aud God shall b ail
in aIl.

Thie untold glory is promised ta the true boliever
at lai baptism, and ho has its foretasto in the gif t of
the Holy Spirit; and, though passing through a
world of temptation, and altogether weak in him-
soif, yet, leaning on the Almighty arm of hie
Radeemer, and seeking His daily a.rength, He
will never leave nor forsake him until ho is crowned
with glory in the presence of His Father and the
holy angels. D. 0.

VICTORY TllOUGH1 FAITH.

For whartsoever is begotten of God overcometh the
world; and this is the victory that hath overcome the
world, aven our faith.-L John v. 4.

The above is the language of the apostle John,
as given in the revised version of the New Testa-
ment. It was written when he was an old man,
probably but a short time before his death. We
leain from the writings of the apostolic fathors that
John outlived ail the other apostles and saw the
closing years of the first century of our era before
ho departed this life. The date of this epistle in
varioasly estimated. Soine critics place it s late
as 90 A. D., or aven later. At all events its ex-
pressions undoubtedly represent the matured
thought of the aged apostle. They constitute the
ripened fruit of hie long aud vigoroua Christian
life. Inspired, as they undoubtedly were, by the
Holy Spirit, they are confirmed by the rich experi-
once of this aged saint. Be knew it ta b truc,
that the man begotten of God could overcome the
world. Aad ho was keenly conescious, alio, that
the principle of victory was the princi'ple of faith.

John had evidently arrived et the full conscious-
nese of this truth by a long process of education.
We are per mitted ta view a scene in his early
career where this ides seoms conspicuously absent.
He and his brother James had been sent into
Samaria ta prepara entertainment for their Lord,
who was on His way ta Jerusalem. The Samari.
tans, frora their prejudice against the Jews, re-
fused thora shelter. Outraged at this treatment of
their Master, they said, " Lord, wilt Thou that we
bid fire ta come down from heavef and consume
themi?" How different this inquiry frem the
statement at the head of this paper. Here they
wished a victory over these bigts who had out-
raged the laws of hospitality aud insulted their
Lard. But the victory which they desimed was a
carnal one, and the means corresponded. But
John has learned that the lrue victories are those
of the spirit. He has realized the truth expressed
by Paul, that our wrestling is not against flesh and
blood, but against the principalities, against the
powers, against the world-rulers of -this darkness,
against the spiritual hosts- of wickedness in the
heavenly places. And he has been taught that;in
this struggle the condition of triumph is not ta be
,able to ceal lire from heaven,-but to b. begotten of


