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.said Mrs. Lionel to her husband, who had
.como homo with the Iutelligence that a
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! I 1 E: 'l I 1 é o [tho Tamily she was burdening with her ' I boliave you advertised fora leac '
H -W_O GTS y prgso:cr:n{th; table, and thonvglth an os-|anid Agnes, speaking in a low ti‘em{;“" “To tha
o e VE THE " pccltl 50 glooﬁn); a‘l‘xd maofrv?{l, o8 to throw o v}l:icﬁ. 5 ho fout:;g heraclf more agitated thiy ept‘i):;d N
hill ever t i all. sho had ex . ore,
OR, “THEY HA THEIR REWARD. chill ever the feclinga o R di&ﬁfmp" o the Tadym “aad. hey

“No, indeed I I shall do no such thing."‘

and left a little girl, threo years old, whom §ood hands,

ho proposed that hus wifoshould adopt and
‘bring up as horown—they haviug no child-
ren. ﬁut gho gave a decided negative on
the spot,

Mr. Lionel,  ** You will soon got attached
to her, and bo more than repaid, in thoe now
affection awnkened in yonr heart, for all the
cave and troublo she may occaston.”

‘It 8 of no use to talk to me, Mr. Lio-|c¢
nel,”’-returned the lady, in 8 positive tonc| t
of voice.  ** I know all about the caro and
myzclf.  As I havo no children of my own,
other peoplo’s.
press this subject ; for 1 will never consent
to what you propose.”

“Xf you feel s that way, I shall certainly
not urge the matter,” said her husband,
s Though, as far as I am concerned, it would
igni\,'o mo great pleasure toadopt ic, who

a charming little creature. I wish you
could sce-her.”

1 have no partictlar desire. All children
arenliko to me.  As to heauty, that isa
poor compensation for the trouble. Sol
must to bo excused.”

Ar. Lione] 2aid no more on tho subjec,
He was excecdingly fond of children, and
never ceascd to regret thuf he had rene of
his own,

In two or three instances before, he had
endeavoured to prevasl upon his wife to

adopt a child; gut she had, cach time,
ﬁms declined.  Sho had very littlo affec-
tion {or children hevself, and wasnot willing

would necessarily beinvolved i theadoption
of a child. The little girl who, by the death
of his cousin, had been left homeless and
appatently fricndless, was a sweet young

Mr. Lioncl had never seen her without a
Wmin5 of his, heart toward her, and a
secret wish that she were Jus owninstead of
another's. The moment he heard of his
cousin’s death he determined to adopt Ag-
nes, or Aggic, as sho was called, provided
his wifo were willing.  Dut Mra. Lionel
was not willing, Sho was too sclfich to love,
anything out of herself. A thought of the
child’s good—of giving a home to the home-
less—of being a mother to the motherless.—
never cro. her mind. Sho only though.
of the troubloe the little orphan would give.
Tiw,insuperable difficulty in the way of
adopting Aggicas his own did not destroy
the intercst which Mr. Lionel felt in her.
He considercd it Ins duty to zce that sho
was provided with a good heme, and was
willing to be at the cost of her maintenance,
ifnccessary.  Uis first thought had been to
adopt tho child, and until that wwas under-
stood to be out of the qneation, ho had
thonght of no.nng clse in regand to her.
How ahe war to be disposed of, now that
his wife had definitely scttied the matter
againat him, vccamo a new subject of re-
flection.  Afte~ duo deliberation, he deter-
mined to a2¢ a dixtant relative on the sub-
ject, with whum, mce his marriage, hohad
old bat little {aL _iarintercovrse, although
ho entertained for her a high respect.  The
rcason of this vwas tho cold, proud, ~usocial
foraper of his wife, who rather lookeu down
upon his relatives, helauss therr standing in
socicty was nol, as alfe cousidered it, quite
30 high as hers had bocn and stilinas.  Ive-
cessarily, suchla dispasition an his swil. - ould
prevent intimato social intercoursa between
Mr. Lioncl and hisrelatives.
Tho relative to whom referenco has just
been mado was a lady whuse husband, a
very estimable man, was i mwderately gocal
circamstances.  They had thrco chiwdren
of their own, the yorngest of which twas
nearly ten years of age.  From his appreci-
ation of Mme, Weltonls chamcter, Mr.
Lionel, who, from thinking of Aggio as hus
adopted child, began to luve her almost s
much as if ahie wero really s own, felt o
strovg desire that she should take the or.
yhan. Ho nad not seen ker for a conple of
yoars whon he called upon her to talk about
the matter. A little to his surprise, Mre.
Wollford, when she met himin tho parlonr,

tho child in his arms and kissing her, us
socon as he had shaken hands with Mra.

with you.

ford.
4 Sho is o aweet, interesting chuld,’ urged | amon
;'ould’ ovo her.  Havo you thought of taking
er Y

and wiabes, 1 should adoft her as mr
i

about it.

accspts no
of Jove, and brings its own roward. Thongh
Providence has not given us wealth, yet we
have cnough, and I think as much to spare
ag this dear child will need.  For your fc?nd
wighes and jutentions for Aggie, I will thank
you in her stead,

fied with his wife's spirit and temper—so
strongly contrasted s it was with that of
Mra. Wellford—than ho had felt for a long
creature, whom to look upon was to love. { time

mured to himself; ** and, asshosaid, Justly,
it will be sweet.”
Mrs. Wellford, who bad called thé mbther's
iluty sho was about to assumo, a labonr of
ove.

parent.  Tho love she kad borno her mother

¢ Dear littlo creature!” sald lo, taking |timo passed boforo all hor moncy was ox-
hausted, and sho becamo absolutcly de.

cousin of his, n widow, had died suddenly, | Wellford.

**1am glad to scoyou in such

It 13 about this very cluld,
{ary,” he added, *“that T havo comoto talk
What is to bo done with her?"
**1 don't know,” returncd Mrs. Well-|r
** Sho must have a homo somewhoro

us. Tho dear child! Anybody

**If I wero to consult my own feclings
hild immediately. Butlam notat

o do this, and thercfore must not think
Iam willing, howover, to be at

berty

'ellford, “‘And if no ono elsc

oad, will be
for, it will

¢ But at my charge,”said Mr. Lionel.
¢ No,” repliod Mrs. Wellford. **A mother
y for her duty. Itis a labour

I thought, perhaps, as

Mr. Lionel went home fecling less satis.

*She will bave ber reward,” ho mur-

This was 1n nllusion to

Little Aggio scarcely folt the loss of her

was transferred to her aunt, as Mra. Well-
ford was called, 50 carly that no void was
left inher heart.  Jt took bat a little while
ior cach member of the family to feel that
Aggio had a right to be among them, and
for Mr. and Mrs. Wellford to love her as
their own child,
Years rolled by, and brought many un-
looked-for changes both to Mrs. Lionel and
Mrs. Wellford..” Both had been subjected
to afilictions and reverscs—tho sevcrest,
perhaps, that ordinarily fall to tho lot of
any—for both were widows, and both
friendlcss and poor.  As for Mrs. Wellford,
ahe had not only lost her husband, hut all
her children were taken, and sho was left
alono in the world with the orphan Aggie.
But sho, grown into a lovely young woman,
nestled closer to hor side and_ into her very
bosom ; though nét with a helpless, but in
 suataining apirit.  Doatly, though he had
robbed Mra. Wellford of mr h, had still
ft her much.  Bercaved a3 sho had been,
..o was ncither lonely nor sad. How
different was the case of Mrs. Lio=sl1 After
the death of her husband, and the tota, ¥ s
of her property, she fell back at once from
her high position in the social scale, into
naglect, obscurity, and want, For the
very means of subsistence, oxertion becamo
necessary.  But what could shoe do fora
living, who had, in her whole life, dono
ssarcely o uscful thing—who had beenlittle
better than a drono in tho social hive?
Nothing 1 And if there was small ability,
there was prido cnough bosides to provent
its exercisc.
At tho time of her husband’sdeath, which
followed shortly after tho reverses that
stripped him of all worldly posscssions,
Mrs. Lionel retired into the family of a poor
rolative, who had boen little thought of in
brighter days, and who, although sho did
not wish to recoive her, could not closs hor
door in her faco. A sad spectacle sho was.
Shut up in the little chamber that was

ated to hier, whoso ouly meaus of support
was her uwn and her daughter's personal
1al

11 fur somno means of securing an incomo
for hersclf and Agnes, whom sho loved,
now thatall tho reat were gono, with o ten.
derness that cqualied the sum of her Jove
own | for all.

her education had been very plain ; she could
not, thercfore, resort to teaching in any
troublo, and am not willing to take it upon | tho entiro cost of her muintenance and edu. | branch, for she hed not the requisito ability.
cation, 1f you will undertake the care of
Iam not disposed to tako the burden of |her. \WhatIcando, I will do with alt my
Soit is uscless for you to| heart.”

Sewing always gave her a sovero
the chest and sido, 8o that whatever might
bo her skill in necdlework, sho was pre-
*¢ Wo have already talked zeriously about | cluded from rasorting to it as a means of
nddm§ Ag%!o to our little houschold,” re.

offers to do 80, wo will keep her, and do for
her tho same as if she were our own, Itf*
bwill bring moro care and anxiety to me,
which, as my health is not
felt ; but if not better provide:
be my duty to take the placo of her mother,
and 1 shall assume tho offico cheerfully.”

obtaining money.
ini:\t the subject in every possible light,
t

do.”

to them,”

the niece, *“ too hard for you. No, no, aunt,
that will not do; look what a slave’s lifo
Mrs, Minturn has. Don't think of it."

dear: in a little while, all our money will
begone. I have thoui;ht of everything, but
my mind comes back

don’t like tho thought of it, lut it is right
for me to exert nyself, and I must do so
you had no children, that you might wish to [ without a murmur.”

adopt her; but as this cannBt be, it will
to tako the carc and trouble that she saw | doubtless fall to our lot.™ that I can do?" asked Agnes, in a_cheerfu
voice.
thing,” she added, confidently; ““and I am
iounggr, and have better health than you young gir

Mra. Wellford, with much carnestness in
her volco, ““of your being cxposed to tho
world’s rough contact ; you aré too young:"

not hurt me, aunt,” returned Agnes, *“for I
have given myself to Jesus, and I know he
will enablo me to overcomo the world.”

you, in the very spring-time of life, when
all along your path should grow np flowers
to fill the air with perfurge, chained likes
slavo to the car of Labour.
it must not bo ; I can do all thatisrequired.

For a short period Mrs. Lionol paid o
mall sum for her baard, but not,very long

ndent upon a poor woman distautly re-

bour,

After tho death of her husbsnd and child-
en, Mrs, Wéllford, who was left quite as
r a8 Mrs. Lionel, began to look "around

But what to do was a difficult

hing to determine.  When n young girl,

pain 1u

¢ 1 think,"” sa?d she to Agucs, after look
at there is bnt one thing left for me to

¢ \What is that, aunt " inquired Agnes.
¢ Taking o few boarders. I could attend

It will bo very hard work,” suggested

*I must do something, you Lnow, Aggic

to this at last,

** Haven't you yet thought of anythin

Y am sure that I can do some-

ave.
“Icannot think, wny dear child,” said

‘*The contact you scem so to dread can-
“But I cannot bear the thought of seeing

No, no, Agzie,

If 1 fail, then it will be timo ¢nough to call
upon you for aid.”
Prido as well as affection reigned in the
breast of Mra. Wellford. She could rot
bear the thought of secing Agnes engaged
in any kind o?lnbour for money. Sho was
fully capable of giving instruction in mauy
things, and of sceuring thereby a fair in-
come; but her aant would not hear of her
secking for employment,
“ Aunt is wrong,” said Agues to hersclf,
when alone, soon after the interview, in
which Mrs, Wellford declared it as her be-
licf that tho only thing left for her to do
was to take a fow boarders.  **T opght not
to see her do this.”  Sho sat thoughtful for
a few noments, aud then added aloud~
““And I will not scc her doit. I have re-
ceived cverything from her, and now is the
imo for me to mako some rctum. But
what shall Ido* Where shall Tseck for
omployment *"
Half an hour after sho had asked herself
theso questions so carnestly, Agnes picked
up a newapaper, snd tho first thing that
met ber eyes was an advertiscment fora
person to give lersons in music and one or
two modern languages to threo young ladies,
for which a liberal compensation would Lo
paid.  Without saying a word to her aunt,
Agnes droased herself and went to the placo
mentioned in thoe advertisement., Tho house
bofore which she pansed was a very large
onc, in a fashionabls part of thecity ; overy-
thing nround it indicated a wealthy owner.
For a fow momenta sho folt timid, and hesi:
tated about presenting horself; but sho soou
regained hor sclf-posscasion, and made ‘the
apglieation for which she kad como. )
middle-agod woman, of mild and lady.
liko doportment, met her on being shown

abli)lity.

and sho said,

question, until she unders
was in tho young girl’s mind.
appreciated her moro highly, although ale
did not belicve her fully qualified to giveth
instruction that was defired.
gained confidenco tho more sho convers
I|with tho lady, at length urged that s
might have a trial.

already roceived soveral spplications, thoud
nono of thoso who have answered
vortisempont suft us in all
am afrald that wo shall hardly find all gy}
wo desiro in you.” ’

the

respoots. And

Thero was nothing in the way this

said to hurt tho feelings of Agnes, s
rather to make her feel more free to a?ut
“ Why do you'think I sha)l not yuit *" sy
nsled, looking carnestly into thelady’s fox
ou cid

¢ Beeanse you are too young.

not bo over soventeen years of age.”

¢ I am nincteen,” returned Agnes.
¢ But oven that ia too young.

¢ No, never,”
¢¢T hardly think you would suit us.”
The countenance of Agues fell so saddeg)

that the lady's sympathics were awakens,
“Aro you very desirousy
sceuring 2 situation as teacher ?” X
things,” roplia
Agnes, with much earncstness.

¢ Desirous obove all

"Tho 1ady continued to ask question af
fully wh

‘ But supposc, after we give you a

that you do not suit us; we ahall find §
hard to send you away.”

The forco of this objection was [ully

elt for a straugor.
wonds to her in French.  Agnesreplicd
the same language.

Now let mechear you perform »omething
tho piano,” she said.

Agnes went to the instrument, and), af
selecting a picco of music, sat down.and
her fingors gracefully over the keys.

lady stood by to listen. Soon the you
girl was in the midst of n beautiful but

unusual taste and brilliancy. Mer to
and, whore required, bold and confident.

low voice just hichind her, as sho struck
last noto in the picco. It was pot the va

auditors than she had aupposed were p

oversproad the swoet young faco of A
heightening every native charm.
youhg man instantly rotired, and

structress, and

after she had_requested the giels to
liberally, if we,can got the person weo o

1ng you a trial. If, after thinking over

‘that will meet yonr wishes?”
- % Fully,” replied Agnes, - with an omo
that sho could ecarcely concosl, The
was Jargar than she had

¢ Qf course, Ishould liketo bo at

entered loading Aggic by tho hand.

{ assigned, sho never went out, and only met

into ono of tho apartments.

every night with my aunt,” said she,

Wo wig
& pereon of some oxperienco, and of the fint
I wiil not question your ability;
but you certainly cannot have much oxped. |
cpce in teaching.  IInvo you over given Jo
soun in music $
$Not yet ; but I wish to do so, and b

lieve that I could give satisfaction.” p
**Then you have nevor boen engaged b
teaching at all?”

Sho tha

Agnes, wieg

reciated by t18 lady when sho uttcmdz
or alrcnd?' sho felt s0 drawn toward fh
with whom sho was holding s
interview, that her fcelings were fast gettisg
tho control of her judgment.
I nm suro I shall suit you,” replied Ag.
nes, “for I will givo the moat untirin
tention to my dutics. * |
Tho lady looked at her beautiful youy
face, lit up with tho carnestness of a trw
urpose, And felt as she had never belai
She addressed o fiv}B

g st f

“Your accent is certainly vere cnmed,

miliar composition, which she excented wid
was oxquisite, and at the same time fof

¢ Admirable 1" sho heard uttered in

of a womnan, .
Sho started and turncd quickly. 30

A young man and threo bhoautiful youy
girls stood listening  behind their mothey
thoy had been attracted from an adjoiag
room by the music, so far superior to a2
thing ordinorily, heard. A deop crimm

mother introduced her to her danghtes
who were in Jove with so charming an @
vo their voices at onos

them againalone. ¢ We are willing top

At present 1fcel atron{;ly in favour of-g
snbject, it is concluded to do eo,
salary. will be eighty pounds. Do you 8
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