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COMMENT.

NSANTTY seems w0 be a rather common complaint amongst
newspaper men. To be sare it is a mild form, but never-
theless it is i clear case of weakmindedness, 1t does not show
itsclfin the buying of type or paper, nor in the hiring of help ;
it shows itsell but very little in the acceptance of advertising
contracts, and not much more i the news columns, s the
editorial_pages that the insanity exbibits atself. The editor
shouts himself hoarse for his party, rases politieal hysteries
and thinks that people believe him.  Why, the people are
laughingr at the whole thing ! Qutside of the Montreal Gasetfe
and the Toronto Globe, it is doubtful if there s o sanceminded
daily paper in Canaday - There are some that approach more
nearly wo it than others, but most of them are hystereal parrots.,

When in Winnipe vecently T had 2 talk with Mr. \, ],
Maguen of the Free Press on this subject, and T asked him why
lte took his polities so serwously, e rephed that he behieved
in fightinge hard or not at all, * Appavently the men whe edit
the other howling poltical sheets agree with Mo, Magum,
T'o my mind it is a (ln!vidc(ll_\' poar reason.
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The only people who enjoy the shing-whanging that goes
on every day is the padty hick  the man who could not make
a diving 3 we took our polities reasonably,  These are men
whose business it is to fan party prejudice, to eneourigee party
strife and profit by party battles.” And the editors of thns

countrey  with few exceptions  help these bats and lecches to
drink the life-blood of the nation,
. »
.

Party government is i patt of the system under which we
are governed-—perhaps an unnecessavy part, but still 2 pact.
This, however, is no justilication: for the extreme party journal,
An editor shoukt be as faiv in his paper as he iy in private lile,
There isn’t an editor in Canada of my acquaintance  and |
hiave met them nearly all of whom [ should be afraid to ask
4 fivor or before whom 1 should fear for judgment in matters
of private business.  But i the subject is political, T would not
look for justice.

What is worse, pacty polities weiken a paper. The people
of to-dav, the younger people of Canada, do not like party
strife. They are reasonable pantizans, and they abhor fan-
atical pastizans,  Party polities a njurions to the best interests
of the business end of the papees that indulge in them,  Let
us be cured of our insimity and grive the business end a decent
change,

,

Daring the past three or four years there have been several
concerns organized to sell proprictary mticles, the advertising
of which has beea paid for with stock in the company manuf;
wring the article. Most of these have been fiilures. Not
miny weeks ago, afivm in Otawa tricd this game. A circalar
wits sent to five hundeed newspapers sand over one hundred
took the bait.  What a funny experience the promoter of the
company must have had, and what i splendid opinion he must
have of Canadian newspaperdom !

¢ -
L3

For the past ten years, the price of news print has been
steadily declining.,  As a0 consequence publishers found it
wnprotitable 10 make lomz contracts with the papersmakers.
Just now it would scem likely that prices miy vise o little, and
longer contracts are permissible.  “The prices of wood pulp
and wood fibre have advanced, and though this affects book
papers more than news pring, it is not likely that the later
will be unadlected,
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PRESS ASSOCIATIONS.

HE Exceutive of the Canadinn Press Association met in
the Secretary’s Office, Toronto, liast week.  Itwas decided
to hold the next annuad mecting in Toronto early in February
with abanquet in the evening of the first day. 11 wits reported
that the weneral expenses of the excursion to the Coast were
$201.50, and the collections to defray the same $180,00. “I'he
President was presented with o framed illaminated copy of
the address given to lim by the excursonists on Arrowheid
Lake. Committees were appomted 1o make all arcigements
for the annual mecting, and some twenty-tive new members
were adnitted to the privilegzes of the Association.

The Richmond Guardian says . The annual mecting of the
Eastern Townships Press Association was held in Sherbrooke
on Moaday, and there were present . Channell, Record ,
Jones, Guardian ; Shurdefl, Obserier. Belanger, Progres,
Charbounell, Chronicle . Morchotise & Stevens, Evaminer,
Genesty Detite Presse o Varee, Times, and Nolland, Jonrnal.
Considerable business was transacted and the new oflicess
clected, as follows: Peesident, L. E. Charbongell, Vige-
Presidents, Hollind, Genest and Cliumell ; See.-TFreas., K. S.
Srevens (reeelected) : Exeentive, Belanger, Morehouse, Lange.



