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bear in mind, tliat '011 such cases 11011-union or soft
-fibrous union is the rule, and firni bony union the
rare exception.

Hospital Gangrene.

'rweiit),-five years ago, during the Anierican Civil
Warand since, and 1)efore the tinie of 1-lueters, Paste-
urs, Listers, Kochs, ind of others, researches concern-
ing iiiicro-or,,ati;qiiis as possible causes of disease,
:Sul)purflti")I-., etc., the arni.y pestiience, known as
"hospital gangrenc," %vas cotisidered a constitutionalZD
-iffection. Its correct etiolozy was not known. It
was thouglit to bc a " relic ', of the oriental armies
which had invaded E-astérn Europe during the1
latter part of the 17th century, and was classed
alonr with cholera typhus, scarlatina, etc., aniGna

the contigious diseases. Of late, its truc character
lias been establislied beyoiid a doubt, and at pre-
sent it is classed among the affections, the cause (,f
which is to bc found in thus far unknown disease-
producing gernis suspended in the surrounding
atinosphere. But ýa'[though it was generally look-ed
upon as a constitutional affection, it occurred to a
few of the ai-iiiy-Goldsiiiitli and others-that it
was purely local at the outset, becoiiiing constitu-
tional afterward by the absorption of poisonous
exudations-a theory coniparable to th e present
.accepted explanation of diplitheria, with %vhich, by
the way, sonie authors coiisider it to bc closel),
related, if not identical.

Durin,> the year iS64, at the 1-lospithl
Cliattanooui 'Fenn., I had occasion to treat a nuin-
ber of cases of hospital and 1 becarne
-convinced of its purely iocal character at the out-
set. At that titne the " gerni theory " liad not
been advanced ; a, least, 1 liad no k-tioviecl,,,e of
itý but %vhat I did k and what 1 li sion

-now, ad occa
ïo abserve alniost every day, was diat fbriiierly
heaithy wounds would, under certain local condi-
tions, becoiiie poisoned, .and ivithin a few liours bc
transformed into a jelly-lik-e, férmentiii., and ex-
ceedingly offensive mass, after which constitution-al
disturbances would soon folloiv.. I observed fur-
ther, that when energetic topical treatnierit

1 (nitric
acid applications) Nvas adopted, augunientatiôn of
the disease would to sonie extent bc checked but
it wias hot uiitil the systeinatic use (çxternally) of
bromihe was âdvised that we becanie successfül in

ýc")1Èbatin- thiÉ loathsonie. affection. We then hâd
fàùnd the ren-iedy (ý-teriiiicide) pai- e.,xýce11encc, and
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wer(ý enabled to neutralize, as we then ternied -it,
the poison effectually ; at least, in those cases,
wliere no constitutional symptoins had intervenèd.

Our mode of procedure would bc to " pack " the
wound with cotton previously saturated %vith a
soludon of broiiiiiie and alcohol, 'r part tO 4: l"'d
allov tliis mixture to penctrate the infested wound
and surrounding tissue. (Experience stioved this
to bc of the utinost importance, ,as superficial ap-
plications failed to have the desired effect in every
instance.*) After several hours-generally tvelve
-of action, the stirroutidiii(r tissue to the extent of
ý/2 to Y4 inch would bc turned into an eschar, the
renioval of which was hastened by warm poultice.5
of yeast and charcoal.

After the renioval of this slough, the wound,
althou li (,reatly enlarged would invariably present
a healthy, granulatino, surface, %vith no trace of its
forme,- itifect.-.)n ; and if then isolation could bc
effectually es(ablished, the healing process would
froni then on progress favorably.

In a fev instances only were relapses to bc re-
corded. These were subjected to this procedure a
second tinie, or oftener, with the same beneficial
effect as far as regards cure, but the wounds then
%vould beconie (-,reàtly efflargged, and ofien disfia-,ir-li lm
ing sequeke could not bc prevented.

Durin-r st-ly za Chattanoop, diplitheria was a
frequent visitor of the families reniaining after the
occupation of the town by the Union arniies.
There Nvere but féw children, and die iiiany impedi-
ment,; to their social intercourse ma), have prevent-
ed the spreadinçy of the iiialady ; but the commingl-
in- of soldiers and civilians Nvas uniriLerrupted, and-
wè army surgeons were called on to attend their
(the citizens') sick and to deliver tlieir parturients.

If the relatioiiship of these affections or of their
inciting gerins should bc proven, 1 confess that 1
may have been one Lif the carriers of the contagion.
to our wards, and the unititentional cause of niuch
sufficring and distrc_ýs.-" Ananivnous " iii Médical
Bulletin.

An interesting pheiiozzicitoii I had occasion to, observe in plie
instance.- One patient bad roccived two fiesi, wouuas, oue oz,
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gangrenons several days in advalice of the socondwotind, and
this had in consequence to undergo treatinent so inueli later.
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