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bie noeesity should any fellow-being be St into a -imadhouse, "k
retrospeat of even the rnost fortunate of thoe who bave been -ia ~
tothis alternative must be distremsing. Noone who su oarfully=with
christian commiseration examined even the beat wards of out most oel-
ebrated modern asylums will fail to shriuk irom the appreonsion of»o
dire a calamity befalling himself as that of becoming an inmate."

With all due deference to the judgment of the superintendent of Mr
Provincial Lunatio Asylum, we most enphatically dissent froma the opin-
ion expressed in the concluding sentence of the abowe quotatimn. We
know not what mafbe the condition of the I best wards " of the To-
ronto asylum, as we have never had the pleasure of visiting that insiM-
tution; but as regards the " best wards " of some of the most eelebrated
modern asylums of Great Britain and Ireland, publie as veil as privqes
we o-t positively assert that there is nothing in cither their appearanoe
or arrangement so repulsive as to make any one sirink from the appre-
hension of so dire a calamity befalling hiuself as that of becoming am
iumate ; and this we say afler having carefuilly, and, ve trust, wih
"christian comamiseration I" examined thom, and the treatrnent of the
occupants thoroughly. It is certainly a dire calamity to have reason
unseated, and overy minud will startingly recoil froms the contemplation
of sach a sad event being poe.sibly theirs iu the future of their life; but
did one admit to himself the possibility of becoming insane, we are cer-
tain ho would not shrink with apprehension at the idea of being treated
in the v ell arranged private ward of a modern asylum.

What opinion are we to fora, moreover, regarding the superiatend-
ont of a lunatic asylun in the 19th century-in which the benefits to be
derived fron the treatmont of the insane when couducted in propert
constructed and efficiently officered institutions are fully recognizedi-
who uses such language as the following :-" under nu consideration
other than that of unavoidable necessity should any follow-being be cout

.into a mad-house 1" What sad and melanoholy visions are conjured up by
these few words ? Gloomy prison-like buildings-irou barred gates-grated
windows-dark and filthy cells-cruel keepers-clinking chains -fear-
ful shrieks-emaciated bodies, and ail that went to make up the idea
formerly held by the public, coacerning those places denom inated "msad-
houes," into which poor unfortunate humanity was " aLs.'

OBITUARY.

Tas La., Da. Tirra op Tootere.--This Gentleman lately d
was one of the oldest practitioners in Toronto. He was a native'o
land, was edncateà in Edinbargh,and passed the Roy*l Colleie-


