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refused adnittance on statutory grounds to the State asylum. At
the present tinie there are eigliteen of these structures,h iich,, accordrigf
to the Report of Pu1blié Charities for 1904, house sane adults, cliildren,
insane patients, imibecilés and epileptics. Each is governe l by a con-
mlittee, the immediate management being entrusted to a :keper an;L a
inatron. and there' is a visiting neliéal o'licer attaclied.. These estab-
lishments have been erected in pursuance of a plan outlincd by Dr. Reid7
formerly superintendent of the provincial asylum,.thougli a Nova Scotia
frientd of mine, well acquainted with the system, contends that it vias
invented hy tlie devil. Phie scheme was necessitated by the. pressing
need of additional room for the insane, and the frnancial inability of, the
province to undertake the crection of another public hospital. It is only,
fiair to Dr. ]Reid, however, to state tliat this was but one of four alte-
native suggestions made by him, and that it was the one lie considered
the least desirable, althougl the clieapest way to provide-tlie required:
necommodation.

That county care is cheaper I will not gainsay, but:does if best meet
the demands of humanity, which, after all, is the truc standar, to ba
edopted by any rigit-thinking conmunity? That.it do'oe not seems to
be the general trend of the nost advanced, scientific opinion, and the
following resolution, adopted at the sixth meeting of this Association,
held at Philadelphia in 1851, still holds good.

" Ilesolved; that it is the duty of the communmity to provide and suit-
ably care for all classes of the insane, and that in order to secure tlicir
greatest good and highest welfare, it is indisputable that institutions
for their exclusive care and treatnent, having a resident medical super-
intendent, should be provided, and that it is improper, except from ex-
treme necessity, as a temporary arrangement, to confine insane persons
in county poorhouses or other' institutions, with those aflicted with or
treated for otlier diseases 'or confined for misdemeanors."

Not a few 6f the chronie insane are as diflicult to manage as the acute,
and such being the case,; it 'is hard to imagine any system of county care
where abuses will not crcep in as a result of the desire to lessen the per
capita cost and the absence of constant medical supervision. As prac-
tised in the State of Wisconsin. it seems to be as well conducted as it is
possible for such a system to be, and yet Dr. Burr, our worthy Vice-
Iresident, who is a just and honest man as well as a careful observer,
af ter a personal inspection of the systein there, publislied, in the October,
1898, number of the Anerican Journal of Insanity, a scathing denuncia-
tioni of its inefliciency.


