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niunication between the pancreas and the small
intestine. The chief dificulty at present is the
impossibility of diagnosing with certainty obstruc-
tive dilatation of the pancreatic duct. The pres-
ence of fat in the stools, though suggestive of such
a morbid condition, cannot prove more thlan
failure of the duodenal digestion due to disturb-
ance of the biliary or pancreatic digestion. The
author anticipates that future clinical investigation
will enable physicians to diagnose with certainty
obstruction of the duct, so that, even if a swelling
cannot be made out, the surgeon may confidently
practise laparotomy, not as an exploratory measure,
but as the first stage of an operation having for its
aim the formation of a fistula between thc dilated
duct and the small intestine. 'T'le best way of
doing this. lie holds, would be to use Murphy's
button, which has recently been adxocated by
Terrier as suitable in all attempts tw establish %is-
ceral anastomosis. It may be found advisable,
sooner or later, to take advantage of the close con-
nection between the pancreas and the duodenuin
to establish a direct fistula between these two
organs, either by opening the intestine at first, and

then puncturing the gland in the direction of hei
dilated duct, or by opening this first and passing a
drainage tube from the cyst into the duodcnumw.. -
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