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ilence Science as an edicîator lias made lier experi-
mnents corporibus vilissimis ; the sounider stuf? shie bas
flot reaclîed. Whien that golden day arrives, we may
se whetîer Nlm. Spencer is igît lu prophesying that
Science wilt reignl supreme, and lier haughty sisters
sink into merited neglect, or wvhethier on being tmied in
the balances shc xviii o found wvanting.

But theme is anoîluer hranchi of Science of whiicli tlie
niaterials are clîeap, tlic laboratories inoxp)ensive, and
[lie teacliors numerous-ta s Philolgy

IL is on this point that Mm. Spencer ventures lus most
astounding opinion,-"l Since it wvill not hc contended
that lu the acquisition of languagres, as ordinarily
camied on, the natumal relaîlons between words and
thieir meanîngs are habibually braced and thieir laws
explained, it must ho admitted tha tbhey are commonly
leamuied as fortuitous relations." An admission tlîat no
one will allow~ for an instant, at a time Nvlicn a shilling
book on Philology lias a large circulation, and Grimm' s
Law is found lu every manual of language.

Philology moquiros' as high equirements anmd as
inucli patience lu acquisition as any science conimoutly
studied. Thîe large knowlcdge of literatum'e necessary
lu this case is obvious, and its proseculion carnies us
ain on g-

Quidquid agunt hiomines-votum, tinior, ira, cupido.

To the scientific nind a Greek choral ode isjust as beau-
tifuil a thing to say tue least of it, as a glacier-scratchied
rock. If the scratches suggest to the geologist the
tumbled muin of au avalanche, the strophe and anti-
strophe of the choral ode suggest bo bue sciiolar the great
many coloumed theatro, Lhe solemn choric marchi, the
sway of miiltitudinous applauise.

To tiiose of us to wliom mon are more interesting
than rocks or- gases (and there always %x'il1 ho such), the
highest scientific culture may ho souglît lu lîow and
why mon have spokien, and lu w'hat circumsbances
lang uage Nvais bomu.

Hence, in any scientilic schemcs, this science must
not be omittod ,-nay- ! for vastness of debails, foi' mul
tiplicity, foir interest, wliat other science camu compete
wit.I IL? To -I speeclî-dividing " men, speechl must
always ho a large thing ; and did not an inconiplete,1purblind, if you wvill, brai ning in wvlat, w~as sai'l and
donc in Athens and lu Rome produce many of the
great scientific men of our bimne ?

Possibly it may *turn ont, aftem ail, tlîat our forefathers
wvere flot so fan wvronc when they called the mami of'
classical attainment the Scholar, for there is one tlîiug
true Mr. Spencer lias said in lis oftquoted essayN,-" TFhe
educabion of most value for guidance must at tlue saine
ime ho the education of most value foi, discipline."

(p. 42.)

Mr. Spratling xvas flot very nuuch iuclined ,to adopt
tue lecturer's notion a@ 10 the meaning of bhe berniIseholar " ; IL iniglit possibly apply Lo residents at
universibies. but wvould flot include men of business,
and men -of 'tle vorld, wluo might nevertheless possess
great literary attainments. Ho also blîougluî the lecturer's
separation of LIe dlifferent departmnents of study, as con-
ditioning différent methods of educabion, inapplicable
to the education of flhe day, wvhiih aîmed radier at
forrning île intellect hy many-sided culture, aud train-
ig u e whiole man. Ho quite approved of th) jintro-
ducetion of LIc ancient languages, tg a certain extent,into the curriculum, notwitlstanding the dispropor
tionate amount of lime required for this hranch;
because lie regarded tle study of Latin as furnishing a

kcy to the study of language. But rnathenîatius mus.
have its due place ; and so must natural science. in
regard to the latter study, it Nvas quite true that there
wvas some danger of listlessness and sus pension of active
interest on the part of the pupils w hile cx perirnents
werc bcing performcd ; but hoe contended that the good
teacher would flot be embarassed by this difliculty.
The pupils should ho taught to sonîeextenit to inake
their own apparatuis, and to test in practice-tlîis, ini
itseif, wvas round to afl'ord a valiable training for the
observing powers. And, in particular, thc nteacher
should endeavour to free imiiseir and his pupils fromi
the tlîraldom, of books, anîd Iearn to do without theni
as far as possible. It was found1by experience that, whien
the faculties lîad been aiwakeueýd, aud the po%ýxeis 0f
of. observation sharpened by the study of nattural
science and kindred subjeets, 'the pupils verc flot oiily
not incapicitated from. takinl*lg up the study of language,
but rathier dircctly assisted by thieir prcviouis train ing
in mak-ing- more rapid progress than wotild otherwisc
have been the case."

.Mr. Wyand expressed his appreciation of the lecture.
Ile wvas certaiuly of opinion L hat ail thiree branches of
instruction which the lecturer hiad so wvell described,
should bo carried on together ; and hie did not see ivhy
a beginning in. the proper study of laiiguage înight bc,
made with the veruacular.

The Chairinan thought thiat the lectuirci wvas entitled
to mucli credit for lis boldniess in bring"ingy forward
whiat iu the present state of education iit be deenicd
heretodox views, liowcver Ilîey nîighit have been
viewed twenty years ago. There was s0 minch talk at
the present day of Il practical " editcation, that it wvas
refreshing to hear a word or two on the other sidc of
the question. It would hc a inistake to su [pose iliat the
lecturer had advocated a purely classical training;
w~hen hoe had rather, instituting, a' cornparison betwNc'ni
three exclusive systems, cxpressed lus preference for
the linguistic, or classical, over eitiier of the othier two.
In regard to the terni Il useful," lu Lhe tiLle of the
lecture, there wvas no doubt muclu différence of opinion
as to its proper sigification ; b t, by the general public
it wvas understo1 mean w Wat could irnmediately bo
made available for niaterial well-bein g, lu business or
otherwise ; and it was important Lo colivince parents
that, even lu thiis narrow view of tic objects of -educa
tion, popular fallacies prevailed. In the 'vider sense of
the terni, and having regard to the mind-training
influelice of certain branches of instruction, lb wvas a
moot pit which of themn could be applied withi the
best rits ; but, granting that they were of equal
value, lt Nvas clear t h at the'l" practical "' argument for
the exclusion of classical studios from the curriculum
xvas niot justified. Theie xvas, lu his opinion, far too
ready an appeal to the senses lu the inost modern
methods of instruction, and what hoe deemed t0 be a
futile abbempt to make bhings clear whichl were already
well enouglî uuderstood for ail practical purposes. There
wvere certain simple notions which. if not precisely
inluitions miglit practically be regarded as sucli :and let
xvas to li ttIe pu rp ~ li:a lî atentwas made, iii the
case of young, minds, to prove thieni to demonistrabion.
TIc real end nof education, hiowever, wvas thi' training
of the nind, and ilu this regard no one ruethod could
dlaimi a monopoly of utility,.-Elucailioticl Times.

Mr. Fitch's Iettre est Teachmgr.

In continuation of the brief notes on thoese lectures
contained i our previous numbers, wc may refer t0

[JANUAI(Y & FEBRuARYI 1879


