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THOUGHTPULNESS AND MEDITATION, trutha ofthe universe, and won the secretsnf the

BY REV, X. H. CHAPIN,

stars, Itis man’a high presogative to thinkesta
cxamine, compace and reason— o 1irace ont

‘l:d ll”I'lC went out o the fie'd at evanstide,—Gen, glonions conclusiong—to unlock, with pauent
1ziv,

the|

q

tight, the myatories of life 10d tature—to give

And who will pass throngh the wie of
this world, without meditaion ! The same onse
verse that was atonnd $saac, 1s around ue
troad the same earth—tlis same heavens sparkle

o

to @il hosees, and to rench through

ﬁ:gmemury and superficial Innts, profound and
ulituate wath.  And so minst wo do, not werely

ntetlectunl but as woral, aud spintual beurgs,

abavo us. And when thie rush of even tids ahiurs | 39 those who value, or ourhtto value one rehg).

down upon the noisy worlid, and cares, and
Passions, and labors all grow sull, ofien must

there be excited, thonghty the samo as those | We

which sprang np iv Ins ming tiree thousand years { 11 we won

aus nfercsts ns supreme  If wo would break
from ain, wo must meditate, often meditate, 1y

n

e e T YA At s
aeason of meditation-—an opportunity aud wistru. | Princa of Deser, from Words ere abont to procesd
ment of divinelife. |, to blows, an other words, that iiie have becomme en
Meditation! Lat ue practice it, Letusaoften | much confirmed 1o the world that thoy 1 tha first
examine onr own heartg—mour daily Wfo—cur re. | place indulge in bilter ppithetedug tim eatling of
latonsto Gad and duty. let us teiire from the | of hatd wames, and then, afier thamaaner of¢ the
mughng cares of the world, the sensualittes that | warld's pyople” call i the lawgers'ta ettty the
ongirtusand draw us so mightly, and itk of dificutty.” “Venly, il the world Is 10 to be
those realities that periain to us, aud to which we evangelized unul that work s seomplished
pertain as speritunt boings, Aud we shall go | through the ngoncy of Methudisuy, we agprehend
forth from tho-e hcurs of communion, streugihs | that 1t will be « ong tune belore thoterzn of
ened and blest ! “heace on earth and zood will to wan shall be
fully estigblished.” Wao wwouly o9t earnastly

wauld rnw e govduess, we mngst
2 livo a true life and securo tr own

ago. He must be ereless, indeed, wito nevyr | Highest welitire, wo wust moditate,

moditates—who never call 1 fus thoughts from
their wanderings and theie daily uccupstion, and
turns them snto the el lor

tats

higiouelife, These *“husts of communion” {at i

the air and light of heaven upon the soul  ‘hie | 3pkeres and go abroa

eauss uf'mn, of the lack of religtous hfe and wmier. | e
o1t may it not ba fomd 11 the thunghtless habite :‘,’“
ofthe many 7 S, geueraily epeaking, 19 not | dev

And teuly tnore are subjects enough for med;.

o I we walk out 1 the Gefds ut sven-ide,

0 as lsanc did ey throug upon ue  As the carth

i - | becomes veiled in shiaduw, end 11 abects mingle,
Aud {if-“h" o Sy apring of sincers re our eyas and onr thouﬁhls are aitracted to other

into the lmintless figna-
Nt Cowpared with thew, how inagdicant
ns this hfe of ours! flow munuto 19 our ¢ an
dual difference,’™ 1 a umverse whera surh

premaditated ; or, ratlier, 1t 1sanes from’ fack of | Mupendous woilds seetn like atoms ofhight! How

meditation, Take one wicked practice, for i
#tance—ptofang awearing. Leat a man st down

aud raflect setiously upon the evil of this habut, | thie canih,

wh

Let him consider its absurdity, and ingrautude,
the irreverence that 3t displaya. the shght 1t puts
upon Gad, its utter vilsness as well as seclesy. s
nesslet iim frequently meditate thus uponit, :
aud he would not swear g0 freely, nay, we r"
vontute td eay he would leave it off, Every cath | ©
¢ should speak would be a rebuke, and many a
blasphotny would be arrested ere its utterarce
Jo with any habitugl sin. Let itat once decom

O OME pursuits and our cares shrink wuder the
iminensity of' thoye suns and® systems ! And as

g comparatively, is but a dim speck,
atis tho worlh of sil'our toil that begins aud

cudswah it And how short s the hifs tislissies
from stabosom, aud sinks iwto 1t azmn, ere someo

those worlds completo thew annhunl cremt !
d yat, something wittnn us epehks that wo are

tiare worth than all thoso v-orldsetliag wo
ahall oatlast thein.- that we ehall tive bngher and
slpne brighter than they. Aud wa ore Jed up to
gr’cnuhuughu of God'and tintortal'y, and we

the subject af serious and candid thought' et if | f5e that * it 1s not the wark we do, bu' the spirit

bo ravelved 1u tha mind 1 the lightof reasan, | We

conscience,and the word of Gud—and s power

sro fow who would delibarately continue 0 ut, or
adopt it from avowed chioice, We do not canmder | WO
8im 1 it true light—we do not reason upen it—
we do not brung W under prayerful inspection—
we thoughtlessty ayuld 10 its umpulses—we nlunge
recklessly forward without halting to consuder our
eourse, without reviswing our life—and 1t cleaves
tous in our eager and restless Journey, as the
dustand the mire.

This la~k of meditation, is, ntareover, the cause
of the lack of religious his and wteress  Wo do
not lack interest m other matters. Wo are bus
ly angaged ius our pleasures aud i our dauly suters
prises. But religious hife and dovotion 13 ais ex-
tensive’ want among s We fear that they ara
comparatively few who act from the Iughest {
M0lives of religion—wlio make jts ends the chinf "’V
onds of lifo—whose freat €aro 1s for spintual ady | Y0
vanceuwsent, growih, fove, holmess_. virtne  Aud

me
fu

the

sork 1, that invkes us greator smull,  And

shali we not descend from thie meditation with

ey | $Creuer apirits—shall wo not e atronger for 1o
would be weakensd and broken At loast, they nex day’s temptations and eares 1 ol i

hall wa noy
K mora wisely through ailits ionrse ?

Tut the oven tide vpuns 1o us another theme for

Mation. Itasthe closo of the tulspme, care.
doy  'Through itsbury hiours we have thought

ar i acled. Ve have been tned. And an ull
U se scanes of action aud of irisl have wao done
nodnng wrong?! Havelve kept our spirite pura
turongh each conflict? Does the ay‘s close
P augtousnuo accaunt of the day's condduct that
[ ds us with shame and fegret? Does its mlence
§ {MHOD Up no memories of wroug word, thought
trdeod ? “Has passion had no doinnation m our
= ule—has s tiot entered hore ? Or, has 1t on

other hand, been 4 day of tmpravement to s ?

Ave we of same tamp Tul.
ratiste J—sotno sin cotuiered—~some good dred

e ! Blessedly will thin shade of evenin g stes)

apon us then, nid® wo shall fny 1 uown to sleep

thav if waslept on lanels At al events,

2 reason is that we do not ler tho i
valae of thess things  We do 110 make the
present and xzai 1o ourselves. They seon: to us
mysterious and abstract. We need, then ovident.
l;. mere thoughifuluess as 1o these wunatters

urely, if they are true. if they are vesl, there 1s
nofhing of so smuch imnportance  Our gawns sud | M4
ploasiires are but hittle, compared toqur giopth
0 antnnsic goodness, iu cohid virtue, 'f huselve
shalllay asido in z hittle while, but these are pos.
soasionsthat wo shall carry with us forgver. God,
heaven, eternal life, thess are great teuths—=but
are we fannhar with them? 1n one sensc, it .8
grobable that we are fwnnlar with thew, We

ave heard of them from Sabbath to Sabbath—~tve
have,pathaps, read of thom fram weeh to weeh or
even frun day today  Bat lave we ever brought
our minds tobear seniomaly apon them 7 Have
wo oyer cunsidered the: as toiaties? Dn e
think of them habuua'ly 2 Mase tiny sonk wito
our souls and t lamahiat & vl practical sdess
with us—truths ofour ows experience ! {luw
many depart, after hearing a sermon, 1o revolve
10 their minds it teachings, to think and act uon
110 personal applications?  How many fesl that
the commanits of the Lsible were vddressed 1o them
—that all hetaughtand Gid was for them, and
that by overy mutive of love thoy are callad tpon
to imitate him, to serve Gog and do their duiy 7
Wo do not ask who knpws thess facts, bat wio
fesls them. utensely, habitualiy, P lly. \Ye ,i:""'
Answer—only those who meJdiate apon themn - | 19
who devote some portion of bife 10 thoughts upon
their lughest nterests oo most ucpestznt obliga.
Uous, N

Mediiation, then, is the most unportant exer
cuse of the mind. It u culeulatea to check onr
aine and to fill s with 3 sense of i realsty ofire.
higion  Indeed,it 18 necessary i all d e partmeniy
ol life. “I'he mun ofbusiesa devotcs 1 porsion
of lus uime to meditaton  He consideny lus means
—he selects tuis object—he exammes, Tecwm ppe
10 titne, his fosses and hus profits. Caroless, m.
deed, would that man bs deenred who shontd go
to work without thought and sithont thooght

The

the
luo!

e,

nd
tats

e

hat

are

put

ong
e

and
every honr saul 1 b a1 a birden of thought, there

affliotion affurds an opparlumty for
We shionld not sullur such 2 time to pass by with.

(3

how At a themo for medita on 18 our growth or
declitin i virtomtiow £, 3 ume 1 the st} even-
tds ' And how will its hour of meditaben
sirenzthen us tor the morrawsncon ! It hssan.
dicated oar shoft conings that  another day

Lorrect the ] and ne breathungs of peuntence

and parden aiv tuil o) pexcs for ahe future. Or
1 bae ‘openc it to us wider reaches & thought
angd deeper vistas ofmewmary It has hghted v

forgatten lapses of life, and we have beheld

anew tts strange vicisantides,  Deat forms, kand
¢, now shronded and 1 the dust have passed
before us—the sins and follies of 1ife rush m upon

holas mesgengors of wralls, but as agonts of

waring aml icpenianre, bidding us iy from
our evil ways and live. And ano.her thought
presses npon us. “The thought of deaty—of the
last even ude—that shall fold us 1t e ehpdowy
embraco, and 1 which weshall lie dovar to qug
last mieep, Perhapsaiready wa stand i the, dim.
uess ofthat evanatide, and vinet, wo kiow pot how
300, 20 ontt 1o meditate an vther fields of being !

Fonghin this course of ren 1k we have rather

seatedd the subyrete and opaottomties of medie
od, hon jneileated i aed 4 duty, yet we find

10 the conuderstion of these uppartaitice argn

s for e prarien Ve tmght specifly other

REATH AT Cdar meds wiop, All Seasons
of oppoituity are oppropriate, and we should

Foabout w.n an g habit of thonghtlulness,
s the Ciasactsiirne 0 thy traly religious

Ap1eat—y8 2 thow,_ i »f —not zloomy or austere—

vioughtlul, ennwigerato as 1o thy highest duties
lerexts of life. Yot while cvery day and

SF4501.8 prcat arly spproprate to meditation.

Seeh i the period andicsted 3n the words
sejected av the muun of onr chapter ‘The Sab.
bath tao, 1san appropnate seasnn, for then we

by our serular cares, and rest. The time of
i

;n;l reap@itully ask the pariics 10 thie corluoll,
ejure "lQV cominetice o eratiens, (0 it down
. HOWTO 03TAIN UOPE, And catefully estimate hnv‘;’ many souts unght be
Tavayou obttined a hopo 7 1 a very comnea | saved with the inendy that wal be wasted i,
question with many profiscers of raligion, and and then ak themselyes hinw ey will anawerat
whieh indicates that il hops of' the Goapel ey f the har ofyudgement, for allowing so many souls
be ohtained at almost any houe of the day with= | 1o itk ito endlesa pord therety

aut presiaus thought.,  For anrselves, we confess they catival settls ther ditficuis,es wibiit 8 law
thatwe liave nutso leatned of the Sari tures; wod auit.  Will some ono of, var Methuduat brethren
havo been navertsught by thenr that {1 eat be re | he kind enough 1o poilitus o 1he directivns con-
eaved and loat in g moment—that a tyan may got { tamed in the Serqion on the wount o1 an o\n‘y
whepe by a mysterious chango 1n one day,aud | gihee att ofthe gosvles, for aneaging an affule
loaze it thq next, ofthis fuud 1=N. Y. Christutas Messenger, )

Hope, lkn futh, it fonnded on evidence s it s '
the dearo of future good, with the reasonable pos. D . ¥
athality of ubtapng i, 2t 1v tho avidence
which the Bible furnishes for well gronnded WHAT 18 sALVATION ? ¥

thope 1 Lot the aposile Panl answer: “'Where- | Deliverance from etornal torment w2 fatares
i 1 God, willing more abnndantly to ehaw ynto #1210, 13 the anewer which partiahists give to this
the hewrs of prounse tho umuiability of s coun | question,  But we deny thun,* for the sufiicient.,
sal, confirmod i by an oath s That b# tmmuta. | reason that mon were tieter an danger of suen
thingy, in which if reas inpossible Tar God to | torment, and cotsequantly do not need to be_
he, we nu’ghl have a strong cansolation, who have | saved from 1. Christdeciared that hs came “Yo
fed for refuge to Iy hotd o ho 0 sct beforous: | seck and to save that winch aslost,”  Notte |
Which hope wa have as an anchor to the soul, | save from danger of being lost in the future
buth stire and stendfist, and which ontereth Into | state, hut to save them from the condition jn
| that within the veil” And what was the promise | which thay continually were. Without the light
| 80 firnty s0 ammutable and sure? ‘The couauecs | of the Gotpel men ags lost 14 .znorance, unbelief
tion shows: ot way the Promise mado to Absaham, { and siy. ' daliver them frowm the wrotchsdnese
that i lus seed (which seed 12 Clnat) all the na. | nvolved wsicha condiony and to bnng them
tione, famlien and kindrods of the esriy shall bs | to the knowledge, balief and practicw of the truth,
slessed ; which must of conrsg ictude tho whale | 18 salvanan, In the light of thus difinnion it is by
"werld, for o all these are bleased in tum, not s | no means difficult to understand the purpose for
| bunan hetg ean finally be unblessed, seeing thoy | which Chrut came into the world, and the neces-
nelude all of uvery name and fan nage, sty for hiscoming. Butif, ag partia stscontend,
Vo ute promise, Paul and b bretren Jed for | mon are in danger of an cterns) hell, we do not
refuze  God revealed to them # glorious truthe | know who will savethem from at,  \Ve arssure
one deelanty the final salvation of al) man from | of one thing, however, and that e that Chineg has
suand the bradage ofcorrnption, and thesr dels. naver protnised to do it, cither conditionally eor
versace 'y the “glorions liberty of the chaldren otherwise, Reader if you doubt this, take your
of Gul  'They staggeted not at the prowmwe, | Biblo and see if you can find a presage id which
alth.ugh it was great in grace and goodness, but | 1t 1 declared that Christ came to save sinners or
pv 16 “strang wn the fuith gving alory to God, | anybody else from hell,

| baing fully persuaded, that what he had promised -
hel"";‘ nblfi 13 greform." . X ‘.
rofesse ristian ! sec Liere the foundation of
‘llw hope of the apostle, and put the question to THE THREE PROPOSITIONS,

 Unna own heart, is this thy fonndation 7 of art [ The entite argument i relation to the ultimate
than tesuirg npon thine own strength ? destiny of the hutan race, bas been very briefly

| Ou what resta the hope of those, who obtain it | but fairly stated in the following form ;

hng to pophlar opinon They professto | 1. Either God can save all maen, but wilf not ;
have a hope, batitia nat firm, for it restoalmost | or 2. Kle woald save &ll men, burcannoty or 3. L
exclusively with. themselven, It changes watly | He both can and will save all mens, Inasmuch R
their feelinga aud conduct,  If they do night, they [ as the cate does notadmitof 5 fourth proposi.
have hope of future happiness, and if wrong.their | tion, different from_thcm, we are seduced tothe
hopo s gone.  So then, it 18 altogether different necesuity of ’elocyng Trom ono of these three.
from Panl 8:_he flad, not to lns own works of ex. | Reader, which will You take ns expremive of
perience fora hope, but to the 1mmutable Promiss [ yaur view on this sllinportant aubyect?
of Gods  Pewpla iow flee 1o exciling meetings, | “The first1s virtually contradiciag by the eg. ,
and anxious seats for one, sud wher; they get it, greu decliration of the Bibte that “God will.
they dan keep 1t no longer than their excited | hava all men to e saved * Tha second, by the
feeliugs confunue, Ask this.class for the evidenca | equally, exphie;t declaration that « His counse}

i of their hupe, and they will rofer you back, back shallstand, and that he will do all lus pleasure,*
to thewr prous prayers, works and sxertions, Ask | If.then, yon are abelever i the divine authe
the npostle Pan} fop his, snd e will nownt you to otity of the seriptures, you must admit that God R
the refuge of God's promise—m'wo finva fled to | has both the wijl and the ability to blesy and te
the vefuge to lay hold of the hope set (notbehind | save sll of hie rational offipring. I short you
us, but) verone ve. “U'ho fourdation oﬁ{u Iope | mustbe 8 Umiversalit,

wax forword inthe word of Gud._his unc langing,

01’:11 lhultl ;hg worl(} should Se sauc:.: bmllhe T e—
others nlluded 1o, refer you to’ somethin they, - 7 .

lisve dorie years or moul)yu before as the fefugo CONVERSION 1IN THE MINISTRY.

| of thewr hape. They hopo to be mved because The Trumpes of last weck sayp: «1ye have
! they have preformed such and such deeds and | satisfaction 1o announce, that Rev. Tobias f1, ,
acte s whélndl;:e :pmtle}m edr;u- tho*:l‘hu fesuit x;ll;l&‘ :gol’:"_l‘l}::('g:::l hlovl“ne w b:,: '::mbr_md .
') s iness an
and hus h:pe :vnr :‘ndeed'l:: ::;::;;:5 to ‘l'z.t-‘ :)%el: of allmen. This is% gentleman of '“Bh.fel::’:cv. ’
I Why 01 “because he had far anchorsge God | ability: andhe was for some time the editor of
Inmself; and when, therefore, the winds of | the Orthodox journalin New Hampshira, whick
i bt UL et | e st b ‘BUL At
:ncho‘:wu ;‘nluq u'a‘op::il.: 1 vaim for Mr. M. was formerly settled in uw.mix’ﬁntr;.?‘
Not sa with him whose hope reste within hims. | Kéttesz, Me.. The’ reading of yr, Scriptares,
selfl. Hiscondition isthe unga of the ship, whicl, ;:‘:’: ,;’t';‘,f:,?: l:::;’ g‘,‘ﬂ"g'f search aftep {}"“’o
being toesed to and fro on the billows, ayd havia e. § Present views, ple
an aﬁcbnr o board, fails (o cast it out,  As wel] | 1ho time of big becomng & Universulist, and' in.
tmght it have none at all, for so long agit rests on
the vessel it is usaless, Precisely 401t 19 with the
professed Christian g'v‘lme.- hope bas no better

deed up 1o the present time, ke 10 in excellent
standiog omong fus former brethren, asa mau of
sound seuse audsterling honesty,”

shonught on our part. We do not mean the
vy thoughts of gnef, for these will come

carey on his affites g-toow  of
snccesslfol onterptise is the xcene of many an houg
of int d hich 19 the hife and the
officacy of the afieraction And thus with ail
great deeds—~they have been preceded by silent ’s'op

nt —but consd vl the purposcs

L4 A

of afllictinn, the disciphinary natute of e, aur
own spintuil nesw ol anch diseipline. audof the
God who coutrajs all things, ‘e tme of sorrow

eculiraly g seasur, for madiauon aud prayer.
istha tiune of pecular prospeny.

aud earnest meditation. ‘The works of art thet |

&1 us with admiration — the glories of | The Hén season aud he commumon
power and inteliect, these did not itve for the | Sabbath, i the time peculiarly appropriate to this
first imen their prevent naternl shape, They | exercise, Wo have been, or'we are aboutto go

were first in the mind of'the artists, dismissed, re. to the tabls of our Lord.  And isthis a mere form

led, braaded over, shaped, fitted, uniitay length | with us~or do we live in communion with him?
from the depths of pecfound meditatis.:. she wotk [ Do we only._semember him, when we take the
was evolvod—the pyramid grew—the stitete roge | broken Lread and of the cup, or is he constanily in

1o marble beauty—the porgne spoke to l’h, hearty | oor

thoughts t Are we his disciplesindeed? Do
hisspirit?  Havo we set him before

ofmen How iong did ws

L

fore he faunched his thres amall ships! flow U &8 our great madel, and are we making it our
eegerly did he saok the evidencesofa n‘:w world, | cliref aim to be Jike Jim? And how’ far below

and hail the dnfting fragments of an unknown | bin are we inmoralsjature 1 Are we pained a

shore~ere he braved'the sneers of men, the dan. | the
gors of the ccean, and the fear and discontent of | for
his companions'  Medilalion! ft alone bas | pre

than hich may be removed

bya dillfeum:unr?)o ofconducldtlun the on;l:;t
out with ;—when the storms and tenipests o ife
arite aud the dark billaws of afliction rue o .3".’;::.":,:‘,:;;"."": :‘;{’:.";;‘l'}";"’"?““d“l
before hitn, ten to.0ne if he is not shipwrecked, and harmony, where peacs an :,d""‘,:'i‘;" el viid
and lost npon the breakers of time there jsno fuw but the law of kindaess, and no four

Vould you theq have the hope of the Gospel, | but the fear 10 do wrong, is surely & representaties .
| the hope which wali grove the sure aud steadfast | on earth ¥ heareo above, . *
in_time of danger, flep to the promises, of Al

wighty love—lsy *hold of that immutable word, { Ty E‘GMMFGE- .
L I

A family where the great Father of the universe ie

d

Which makee the redemption of the wotld as | "

fureas the existence ofthe Being from whom thay OF, UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE,

word came. . . !, Publishey SWonthly, at
————— "LONDON;. C. W, '

R P L
QUARREL AMONG 'rhE METHODISTS.  § o e One Dollar & year—payable in adsans,
We learn from the last *Advocats and Joure
o), that ibe Commiseioters of the ML E, Chuseh | 3.3 LAVELL, XDITOR. & PROPRIZTOR.
Sonth, heve announced their resolut'on to cou. ———
mence ® p ion, wugaivet the North All Communications concerning the pager,
Branch of that Chureh. ir order to obtsin an must be directed to J, R. Laverr, E ilonlao:u, :
itable share of the Joint Property, and that § Canads West., and f santby Mail, post paid,

difference 7 Oh & there are K I3
us to meditate upon a» we come into his
sance—as we spproach or retire from the out.

generaled g aat deeds. It has augzested thp ] ward communion 7 _ Let -us make the ocosion s

b8

{;:'-r 'minlsntz;wyc'n mlgmployeg zom on o .
e suit, Sothen, it wonld sesr tha K] to- | Prin « M. Guay, Tho! N
 fossedly boly teg, and nomojal followeps ofpt'ac. , Apyil, ';’840, » B .,,q"“‘,:"w" ’
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