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just Yegun.  We are not even at the midway pillar; and God says,
“ Speed ye! Make haste ! Forget the things behind and push for the
Regions Bevond.”  And this will we do, by the grace of God!

This grand motto suggests various important applications:

1. The Regions Beyond, in the literal sense, of tervitory thus far
uncluimed and unoc-upi:d for Christ.

If this great work of evangelizing the world is ever to be done,
we must penetrate the deceptive halo of mere enthusiasm and come
to the bare, hard {acts of a world’s destitution and degradation. Zeal
is good, but zeal according to knowledge is better. To know the
facts is to be oppressed with a great burden forsouls. To judge
from what is sometimes said or written on missions, one wounld sup-
pose that the work, not only of evangelization but of conversion, is
going on so rapidly that we might wake any morning and find the
whole world brought to Christ.

Let us get past and behind this rose-colored cloud, and look at
those great bald facts that, like those stony shafts of eternity, the
crags of the mountains, lift their awful forms before us—1,500,000,000
of human beings—enough, if they were moving, single file, past a
given point, one every second, to consume fifty vears, day and night,
in passing, yet going down to the grave at the rate of more than
one every second! Death, three times every century, sweeping the
entire population of the globe into eternity, like chaff from a thresh-
ing-floor, to make room for a new generation! And this process
going on for nincteen centuries, uninterruptedly, so that, sluce
Christ was born, nearly sixty generations have lived and died, most
of whom never heard of Him! WWhat if all that host might be
supposed to move in procession at the same rate we have already
imagined ! It would take over a thousand years! And, while we are
talking about evangelizing the world, and some enthusiastsare prophe-
sying its speedy conversion, is it not true that there are te-day more
unsaved souls in the human family than there were last century, or
even last year? With all our missionary effort is not the world’s
population advancing faster than the churches of Christ are gatier-
ing converts ?

Surely it is time the church should fully awake to her responsibil-
ity. We act as though we had ages before us in which to preach,
and the unsaved had ages before them in which tobe reached, whereas
our term of service and their term of life must very soon expire,

The China Inland Mission found the germ of its being in the fact
that, in Inland China alone, were eleven great populous provinces
where as yet no missionary had gone to reside; and, in ten of the
eleven, missionaries are now permanently working. Let the church
naot shrink from facing the facts: the destitution still wnreached is
appalling. What are 700 missionaries in China among 350,000,000 of




