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caprice. (c)l It should be from hiabit ; constant and systomatie, an~d
nob simply occasionai. (d) Giving shoul«ý be the fruit of deliberîat,
choice, flot of hasty decision. (e) And, final]y, it should. bo wvith lQr
fulnless, and neyer with reluctance.

In this wvay our gifts to the Lord will not be dependent for tlir
regularity or sufficiency upon the state of the wveather iwhon, thlo col.
lection. is taken, or the happy inanner in which the cause may bfu 1pr.
sentecl, or the feeling which may actiiate us at tlue tinie, or tho ftiliolllt
of raoney we happen just then to have on hand. Suchi principiles ais
these woulil lift our entire system o! givingc out o! tho miro of it~s.
ent wretched inadequacy. Thinik of the certainty and satisfiitoiu,,s
of sucli a system. of giving in contrast with the uflcortaity illîd
precariousness of any other.

5. Tho law of quantity. E:ow much shall 1 give ? (2-V Cor. ix:
6, 7.)

(a&) This wilI differ with every individwnal's nueasure of kniowkdege,
ability and Christian growth. (b) It 'will be according to howi lîtrgo a
harvest hie both desires and expeets to reap. Wu ca-iniot bilt thiîikh
that this sixth verse bias a deeper thought thau that -which lits nij)jtý
surface. There is some soiving whici ive are justifled in dloiugc ql)r.
ingly, while there are other fields so wide iLnd so important thiat olîdv
he will sow with sparing baud -who is gov2rned by selfishi gr'ed. (
The amount -we give will be apportioned to the extremity and ulreu.y
of the need which appeals to us, and it I. righit that it should.

6. The law of quality. The spirit wvith whichi me givo ir far' more
im~portant in~ God's eyes than the amount we bestow. (2-" Coir. i\: j.

(a) Motive determines the quality of our grif ts. The qitstioli is lot
biow xnuch have I given ? but, Ilow muchi did. I mean to give:11 amic
to give? If 1 give a five-dollar gold picce, whlere I intondcdi to give a
twenty-five c.- -nt Pilver pioce, I get credit with Goci oly for t%%,entv.fire
cents. If I giv xrnder constraint I get credit ouly for wh1at I %woi1l
have given with the constraint, removed ; hecnce, (b) My gif ts mrust unot
be grudgingly bestowed ; (c) Nor of necessity ; that is, wfider colillill.
sion ; (d) But cheerfully as unto the Lord, as Ris servanit and stùmarî.
Tiras it wilI be seen that the inward moral condition dueteriliies ql
ity. Thiere rnust be deliberate-preference. Grief at parting with oiir
possessions, coustrained gi'vixlg for the salze of respectability.rpua
tion, social position, or the urgency and importun ity of the apelt.
tiates the character of the gift. Sec Peut. xv : 10. To il1înstte: if
you give, a hundred dollars because your neighlbor lias given thie è.m-
aud you are too proud to seem, behind hM, you have giviŽn noèt1îiiz:
you have simply iiought your own respectability. Again' if Voit g;le
a hn.ndrc4l dollars to have your name appear in the puhlisl'd liçi fi
genc-rous donors, you hiave given not]ing; yon ]lave pai,/ :s
for popular apÉliause. Again, if you give aimply to get rid of an iý


