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Y~ golden gleams so wonderous bright |
O tell me whence ye come?

And where your gatbering Leauties light—
Around your native home ?

With what a glorious train you ridg—
Alony the northern sky |

Like morning beams of dawning pride,
Your waving strcamers {ly!

0 tell to me of the radiant spot
‘That gives your splendor forth
"Mong the sea-civcled isles that dot

The oceans of the north!

What mysteries lino that frozen coast,
And seerets loupr untold §

Where ¢ Franklin” led hiy gallant host,
To brave eternal cold.

Did you direct kis trackless way
Amid those polar seas?

Aui fend to thum the light of day ?
Where warmer sunhcams freeze ?

Say, do your gladdening beams descead,
And greet that fearless band,

As they speak of many a treasured {riead,
Of Lomes aud native land?

Or do you light the bidden graves
or l{ose heroie men

Locked up within the icc bound caves,
That know no mortal's ken?

Throunhout the long and chilly night
Your glowing beauties shinn:

But never shall a ray of light
Reveal its secret sign,

T Beligions Wisceliany.
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A CALL TO PRAYER.
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By e Rex. J. C. Ryrg, B. \., Cunr=r Cuuncn,
Oxronp, Recror or rLvivensy, Svrrolk.
(Continued.)

In overy building the first stone must- be laid
and tho first stroke must bo struck. The ark was
one hundred and twenty yearsin building. Yet
there wus a day when Noah laid his axe to the first
treo he cut duwn to fonn it.  Tho tumple of Solo-
mon was a glorious building. But there was aday
whon the Brst huge stone was luid at the foot of Mggnt
Morish. When does the building of tho'%it
really appear in a man’s heart? It begins, so far as
we can judge, when ho fint pours cut his heart to
God in prayer.

Reader, if you desire salvation, and want to know
what to do, I advise you to go this very day to the
Lord Jesus Christ, in the fist private place you can
find, md entreat Him in prayer, to save your soul.

Teli Him that you.have heard that He reeciveth

sinners, and has said, * Him that cometh unto me I
" willin nowise cast himout,” Tell him that you src
a poor vile sinner, and that you comio to Him on the
faith of Hisowninsitation.  Tell Him yeu put your-
sclf wholly in His hands—that you feel viloard
Lelpless, and hopelessin yourself—and that exnept
Ho saves you, you have no hope to be saved at all.
Bescech Him to deliver you from tho guilt, tho
poweer, and the consequences of sin.  Beseech Him
to vardon you and wash youin Hisown blaed. De-
secch ‘Him to give you a new heart, and plant tho
Holy Spirit in your soul. Bescech Him to give
you grace, and faith, and will, and power to be His

disciplo from this day forover.  Oh ! reuder, go this
very day, and tell these things to tho Lord Jesus
Christ, if you really are in carnest about your svul.

Tell Him in your own way, and your own words,
1€ n doctor came ta geo yeu when sick, you could toll
him where you felt pain. It your roul feels its dis-
case indeed, you can surely find somothing to tell
Christ.

Doubt not His willinguess to save yvu, beeauso
youarca einner. It is Chdst’s offico to savo sin-
nert.  Ilo says Idimsolf, *1 come not to eall the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke v, 32.)

Wait ot because you fecl unworthy, Wait for
nothing. Wait for nobody. Waiting comes from
tho devil. Just as you aro, go to Christ. Tuo
worge you are, tho more need yon have to apply to
Him. You will nover mend yoursclf by staying
away.

Fear not, beeause your prayer isstammering, your
words feeble, aud  your language poor. Jesus can
understand you. Just as a mother understands tho
first hspings ¥ her infant, so does tho blessed Sa-
viour understand sinners. Yo can read a sigh, and
sce a meaning in n groan,

Despair not, because you do not get an answer
immediately.  While you are speaking, Jesus is lis-
tening.  If Lo delays an answer, it is only for wiso
rcasons, and o try if you aro in carnest. Pray on
and the answer will suroly como. Though it tarry,
wait for it, It will surely como at last.,

Oh ¢ reader, if you have any desiro to bo saved,
rewémber the advico Ihave given you this day.
Act upon it henestly and heartily, aud you shall be
saved. >4t

3. Let mo speak, lastly, fo ghose who do pray.
T trust that somo who read this trset know well what
prayer is, and have the Spirit of adoption. To all
such, I offer a few words of brotherly counsel and
exhortativn.  The incense offered in the tabernaclo
was ordered to be mado in o particalar way. Not
every kind of incense would do.  Let us remember
this, and Do careful about tho matter and manner of
Four prayers.

Brethren who pray, if I know anytbing of a Chris-
tian's heart, you are often sick of your own prayers,
You never enter into the Apostle’s words, “ When I
would do good, evil is present with me,” so the-
roughly as you semetimes do upor your knees. Yeu
can understand David’s words, ¢ Thate vain thoughts.
You can sympathise with that poor converted
Hottentot, who was overheard praying, * Lord, deliv-
er me from all my enemics, znd above all, from thut
bad man myzelf > There are fow children of God,
who do not often find the seasons of prayer a season
of conflict. The dovil has special wrath against us,
when he sces us on our koces. Yet I believo that
prayers which cost us no trouble, should bo regarded
with great suspicion. I believe we are very pocr
judges of the goodness of our prayers, and that the
prager which pleases us least, often pleases God most.
Suffor me then, as 2 companion in the Christion war-
fare, to offer you a few words of eshortation. Ono
thing, at least, we all fecl—wo must pray.  Weean-
pot give it up.  Wo must go on.

I commend th_cn to your attention, tho importanco
of reverence and humility in prayer.  Let us never
forget what wo are, and what a solemn thing it is {s
gpeak with God.  Let us boware of rushing into His
prescnce with carclessness and lovity. et us say
to ourselves “ I am on holy ground. "This i3 no
other than the gato of heaven. If X do not mean
what I &y, I am trifling with God.  If I regard in-
iquity in my heart, tho Lord will not hear me.” Let
us keepin mind the words of Solomod, * Be not rash
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to

utter anything beforo God ; for God i8 in heaven und
thou on carth.”  (Eedles. v. 2.) When Abrabam
gpuke to God, ho said, 1 am dust amd a<hes.”
When Job, he #aid, 1 am vile.” Let us do like-
wise.

I commend to you, in the next pluce, the impor-
tanco of praying spiritually. T mean by that, that
we shoull Tabor always to have tho direct help of the
Spirit in our praycrs, and beware above all things of
formality. Theroe is nething so spiritual, but that it
may becoms a form, and this is specially true of pri-
vate prayer.  We may insensibly gat into the habit
of using tho fittest po dble words, and offering the
most scriptural petitions, and yet do it all by rote
without feeling it, and walk daily round an old beat-
en path, like a horso ina mill. T desiro to touch
thiy point with caution and dlieacy. I know that
there aro certain great things wo daily want, and that
there is nothing necessarily formal in asking for these
things in tho samo words. The world, the dovil,
and our owh hearts, are daily the same.  Of neces- -
sity wo must daily go over old ground.  But thisI
say, we must bo very carcful on this point. If the
skeleton and outline of cur prayers bo Dy habit al-
mo:* a form, let us strive that the clothing and Glling
up of our prayers, be as far as possible of the Spirit.
As to prayiug out of a book, it is ahabit I cannat
praise.  If wo can tell our doctors tho state of our
bodies without a book, wo ought to bo ablo to tell
tho stato of our souls to God. T havo no cbjections
to a man using cruiches, when ho is first recovering
from a broken limb. It is bettor to use truiches
than not to walk at all. But if I saw him all his
lifo on crutehes, I should not think it matter for con-
gratulation. T should like to sco himstrong cnough
to throw his crutches away.

I eommend to you, in the next place, the impor-
tance of making prayer @ regular business of life.
T might say something of the value of regular times
in the day for prayer.  God is a God of order. The
Lours for morning and evening sacrificoin the Jewish
temple were not fised as they were without a mesn-
ing. Disorder i3 eminently one of the fruits of sin.
But T would net bring any vader bondage. This
only I say, that it isessential to your soul’s health to
make praying a2 part of the business of every 24
hours in your life.  Just as you allot time to eating,
slecping, and business, so agllot time to prayer.
Choose your own hours and seasons. At the very.
least, speak with God in the morning, beforo you
speal with the world ; and speak with God at night,
after you have done with the world. But settlo it
down in your minds, that prayer is one of the great
things of ovegg day. Do not drive it into a corner.
Do not givo& serapsand leavings and parings of
your day. atever clse you make a business of,
make a business of prayer. .

I cormend to you, in the next place, the import-
ance of perseverance in prayer.  Once having
begun the haldt, nover giveit up. Your heart will
sometimes say,  YVou have hud family prayers;
what mighty harm if you leave private prayer un-
done ?’  Your bady will sometimes say, *¢ You are
unwell, ar sleepy. or weary ; you need not pray.”
Your mind will sometimes say, ¢ You have iroportant
business to attend to today ; cut short your pray-
e’ Took on all such suggestions gs coming di-
reet from the devil.  They are all as good as saying
** negleet your soul.’” I do not maintain that pray-
ers thoull always Lo of the same length ;—but I do
=35, let o excuso make you givo up prayer. It is
not for nothing that Paul said ** continud in prayer”
and ** pray without ceasing.” He did not mean that
men should bo always on their knels, as an old sect,
called tuo Euchitw, suppesed.  But he did roean thot



