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Simon Peter answered and sald ¢ ‘Thou art Christ

the Sou of the living God.
And_ Jesus' answering,
D

oy Slhon Berjaen said to hun: Blesse

cause fleah and blood

not rovealod it to thee, but my fathur who 18 1n heaven.
AND 1'sa¥ 10 THKE: TnAT THOU an? PrrER: Axp

UPON THIS ROCK l_wu.l. BUILD MY CUURCH, AND
GATRS OF HELL SHALL NOT PRXVAIL AOMINST 1T,
i

Axp f suart arvx'ro THEE tnr Kervs or
Kinapos: or Hxavzx. And whatsosver thou

bind updn earth, it shiall bs bound also in heavob:
whatsosver thou shhit fovse on earth shall bs loossd

also in heavan.—8. Mathiow avi. 15-19,
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Whatever is deyised by human frenzy,n violatjon ot
the Divine Qrdipapce, s, ad i , '

ious.”” —81. Cipxhh'flﬂ. 13 ad plebem.
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9;10 is ane God, and ono Chutch, and one Chay

oy tlio voico of the Lord vrox Perxn. That
Altdrbe erdctbd, dr any othgr Priesthopd ¢s-
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+ All of them remaining silent) for'(his doclrine wia

beyond tho reach of man, Perer the Prince of the
Apostiewand the suprenfs hern!dl of the Churcly nat
fzblow!qg hbu owr;‘:rTveleS?’s. noc persuaded. by hymas
reasoning, but enlightens the Kather, saya to him :
Thow 'aH Christ,ond h t‘lhlsilon { tho S ﬁ

living God.—St. Oytil of Jerudal.
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“help ‘of Christians g doub 24th of '
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" Q%friday—St Leo the Grem I P C
. doub t{thof Apnil com of St Pau-
linus B,
¥ 28—Saturday—Vigil of St John the
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: PASTORAL LETTER.

Tie ARrcusisuors aNp Biswops oF Tug
Hxirso, Sraves Assesstep N THE SE-
vENTN Peovinciar Councin or BaLtidvore,
To Tie CLsrey anp Faiturur or THEIR
Charez.

Verserable brethrre of the vlovgsy, mad 3vkvnt
Bretkren of the laily ©

In cowplisnge with the Sacred Canons

we have again essembled to deliberate on the

general interests of religion in these United

States, under the invocation of the Divine

Spirit, whose guidance is specraliy promised

to the pastors of the church. The koown

wishes of our Holy Father Pius 1X, directed
our attention ia the first placetothe more
complete organization ofour ierarchy, which,
when it shall ‘Have received s necessary
sapction, will be made knowa to you. The
emporary absence of the Popuff from his See
is bt likely to occasion any extraordinary de-
ay in the confirmation of our acts, since his
personial enesgy, and the vigor of the Apostolic
office, haye been sirikingly manifested in the
place of his exile. Aad bere, beethien, we

annot” withhold the expression of our sents-

‘ménts in regard to the eveniawhich matked

the brief period which has elapsed since he

was raised o the pontificate. Although. the|

Kingdom of Christ is aot of this world, and the

quccessor of Peter has of divine nghtno tem-

poral dominien, yet through the inaaificence |

«of Christian princes, and the spontaneons acts |

of a people vedeemed from boodege by the

paternsl influence of the Bishop of Rome,a
small principatity has been avtached, duing
more thar & thousand years, to the Holy Sce

‘upder the name of Patrimony of St. Peter.

“Finding himself charged with the duties of

‘gemporal governos, in consequeace of hus elec-

tion 1o the office of Chief Bishop of the Catho-,

3ig Church, his Holiness commenced his civil |
dministration by acts of clemency, and by

Hdasures of ¥ liberal policy, directed to 1m-

®rots the sotial condition of his subjects.

Muese concessionselicltcd,as.might have beea

- expected, unbounded expressions of gratitude

from the people of the Roman States,

worr the adMmiration and applause of the whole

civilized world. We nced not say what a

1

teturn has been made ‘or this enlightencd and |

|

spontepeaus policy. Willingly would we per-
suade oursslres 1hat the outrages comimitted
“agzinst his authority areto be ascrived 1o the
desperate_michinations of a small number of
3bandonsd men. As we are not subject to
him as a temporel ruler,and as we are de-
votedly attachéd tothe republican institations
upder which W6 live, we feelourselves to bo
inipartisl judges of the ercats which have re-
aulted in his flight from his capital, and of the
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subsequent attempts to strip him of all civil
powe¢: yet &s friends of order and liberty,
wa_cannot but ladient that his eniightened
policy has not been sulfered 1o develope itself,
and that violence and outrage have disgraced
the proceedings of those who proclaun them-
sclves the friends of social progress: we
must at the same time avow our conviction,
that the temporal principality of the Roman
States has served, in the order of Divine Pro-
vidence, for the free and unsuspicious exer-
cise of the spiritual functions of the Ponti-
ficate, and for the advancement of the. inter-
ests of religion, by fostering institunions of
charity, and of learning. Were the Bishop
of Rome the subject of a civil ruler, or the
citizen of a republic, it might be feared that
he would not always enjoy that freedom of
action which is necessary that his decrees
and measures be respected by the faithful
throughout the world. We koow indeed,
that ifat any time it pleased God to suffer bim
to be perinanently deprived of all civil power,
He will divinely guard the free exetcise of
his spiritual authorty, as was the case during
the first three ages, under the reign of the
Pagan emperors, when the Bishops of Rome
displayed an apostolic energy, which was

every where felt and respected.. ‘On account

P Y L et cvise g2p uv-puul] q(.‘acneut
the Church of Rome from the beginming, ao

founded by the glorious apastles Pater and

2 Doresw

means of the uninterrupted tradition of that
Church, coming dowa thraugh the succession
of Bishops from the apostles, we canfound
those who through pride, self-complacency,
or:any other perverse influence, teach other
wisa
atlempt to adulteraté the doctrine, which, as
pura streams from an unpolluted fountain,
flows thence throughout the whole world,
Under the circumstances of pegpliar diffi-
culty 10 which the Chief Bishop is pliced by
the-temporary-privatioun of his temporal domi-
nions and of the revenues annexed tothem,
it becomes all the children of the Church to
give evidence of sincere sympathy by contri-
buting of their worldly substanée to enable
them to meet the extraordinury expenses wkich
the. gosernment of the Church imposes aon
him. Since the Holy See has watched over
theg churches of these States with maternal
JO%itude, and has fed us with the milk of
purg doctrine as new-born infants, giving us
gratuitously all that was necessary to ledd us
to the maturity of Christian virtue, it becomes
us who have received spiritual things from
her djsinterested charity, to furnish the exiled
PonGff with temporal things in the time of
his- distress and affliction. t the instance
of the Most Revereps iy, avishop of Balu-
wo harennantiVie you tulprithielac
frec offerings towards his relief, and have for

Paul, every local church, that is, all Christians
in every part of the world, fels bound to har-
monike in faith with that most ancient and
illustrious Church, and to cherish inviolably
her communion. ‘T’he Successor of Peter,,
even under circumstances so unfavourable,,
watched over the general interests of religion |
in Asia and Africa,as well as in Europe, an
authoritatively proscribed every error oppase
to divine revelation, and every usage pregnan
with danger o its integrity.

The pontifical office is of divine institution |
and totally independent of all the sicissitades
tn which the temporal principality is subject. |

hen Christ our Lord promised 10 Peter,
that He would build His Church on him as,
on a rock, He gave him the assurance that,
the gates of hell, that is, the powers of dark-
ness, should nar prevai aganst st, which
necessarily implies that his office is funda-
mental and essential Yo the Church, and must |

continue to the end of time. Peter was con-

stituted pastor of the lambs and sheep, uame-
ly, of the who!
him is one fold under one shepherd. Out
Lord at His last supper prayed that Iis disci-

fic and the Father are one. and as He is al-
ways heard, we cannot doubt that this unity
is an inseparable characteristic of the Church,
whence the office of Chief Pastor, by which
unity is maintained, can never cease. We
exhort you, brethren, to continue steadfast in
our attachment to the Chait of Peter, v
which you know
Sinee it has pleased Divine Providence (o
establish that Chair in the city of Rome—
the capital of tho Pagan world—in order to
show forth, in the most striking manner, the
powers of Christ, ho is a schismatc and pie-
varicator who attempts 10 establish any other
Chair in opposition to the Roman Sec,or
independent of it.

That Church was consecrated by the mar-
tyrdom of tho apostles Yeter and Paul, wio
bequeathed to her theit whole doctrme with
their blood. €lrist our Lord has placed the
doctrine of truth in the Chair of unuy,and
has charged Reter and his successors to con-
firm their brethres, having prayed speciaily

. )
“hrist ’h through
e flock of Christ, which throug " has hitherto been considered as a pous belief, | ved from 1 by divine grace.

ples,and those who through their ministry

I'should believe in Him, might be one, even as

that the Chureh was built.;

that the fajth_ro,f Peler may not fail. Byl

ihis purpose appownted the first Suoday of
July, being within the octave of the feast ol
Saints Peter and Paal, for a general collec-
tion in all the churches of the United States.
Let every one of you brethren, put apart with

than divine revelation warrants, and |

e s

the Church in the early ages was spacially
fixed' on the mystery of the Incagnation, and
her ‘authority was employed chiefly against
ghe destructive heresies that directly assajled
Lit, yet the honorof the Virgin. Meihey, was
vindicated whenever it came in question.~~
When Nestorius endeavoured to diride Chrig,
ascribing 10.His human nature a distinct per-
sonality, the great Cpuncil of Ephesps, ip
proscribing the novelty, proc_lnimeg Mary.the
Mother of God,in couformity with the cons
stant doctrine of all antiquity. ~ Her perpejual
virginity was subsequently declared, whender
nied by innovatora. Her-exemption from.ag-
tual sin was stated by the haly Cauncil.of
Trent,in a definition of faith ; and the yame
venerable authority designated her ¢ immagu-
late,’ in a declaration annexed to thg- cae
nons, regardicg original sin;  These {athers
declare that it is not their intention to in¢lude
the Blessed and [mmaculate Virgin Mary:in
these degrees, but that the constitutionsiaf
Pope Xystus IV, on this pointars 16 bagle
served. This Pontiff,in consequence-of diy
putes raised concerning her Conceptiop, has
found 1t necessary to forbid under heavy per
nalties, the branding as. heresy either the-pi
ous sentiment, or the contradictory opiniom
It happened in regard to this point, as on
TUUUIs WY ShoAcs et wrtis wraunssy aiw
fanh of the Church. The disputes which
arose on this subject werae tolerated by her
with that considerauon and patience with
which the conflict of sentiment in.regard-to
the necessity of the ceremomial obgervances
was suffered mn the first Council of Jernsalem,

himself, laying up what it may well please
him, that he may present his gift as a token

d'of his attachment to the Chief Pastor. Let|men

1 ) . :
2! the collections made on the day already men- jwith the protestations of the contending par.
t'tioned be transmitted without delay to the : ties of unreserved submission 10 her authoryty,

tespective Bishops of each diocess, who will
forward the same to the Metropolitan of Bal-
timore, for the purpose of beiug placed at the
disposal of our Holy Father, 10 tesumony of
the sympathy of all his spinitual children ia
these States, and ag 2 contribution to his sup-
port.

The repeated solicitations of Bishops from

various parts of the Church, presented to the
Apostolic See, have moved his Holiness to
address all his colleagues, for council in re-
gard to the definition of the doctnine, that the
grace from all stain of original sin. This
which derived strength and
solemnity in honor of her Cunception, cele-
brated during several ages throughout the
whole Church. In the East it was obsetved
as early as the fifth century,
. of the conception of Saiat Anae,
of the holy Virgin, al.nongh it is not knowa
to have been introduced iato the West befure
the ninth century. Every where throughout
the whole Church from the earliest petiod,
Mary vas styled holy and immaculare, as i&
evident from the liturgical books and fiom
the writings of the Fathers. Saint Ephrem
of Syria,in the fourth century, proclaimed
her parity and sanctity ta be far greater than
that of the most sublime spirits that sarround
the throne of God, since it is her singular
privilege to be thesMother of the Word Incar-
nate. ¢ She s, ho says, ““an immaculatd
and undefiled Virgin,incormpt and chaste,
and ahogether free from all defilement and
stain of sin, the spouse of God—the Virgin
Mothor of God, inviolate, noly, and entircly
oure and chaste . holier than tho Seraphs,

Mother of our Lord was preserced by divine

uatul the voice of Peter terminated-the discus-
sion. She abstawned from pronouncing judge
t whilst the excitement-prevailed, cogtent

and leaving every proof and every difficulty
to be matutely, canvaszed, and to.be weighed
1 the scales of the sanctuary. Whilst the
Pounufls allowed to theologians the right of
private_investigation, they were carefil to
maintain the use of celebraung the festival,
and forbade under heavy penalties, any pub~
lic expression of septiment derogatory to.the
belief which the {anthful prously.cherished,
Since the divine Scriptures. teach that all
men sined 1a Adam, and that we arve-by. na-
ture chudren of wrath, the Virgin Mary, as
his nawural descendant, would have ncurred

 the common penaliy, had not she.been preser-

The Angoel Ga-

sancten from the | breel assured her that she- had foond-grace

with God, and. saluted her as full.of gtace.
She was dgclared blessed among womsn,

‘bolh by the heavenly messenger,. and by -her
under the ttie | cousin Eizabeth speaking: under the.ipspira-
the mother  siou o} the Holy Ghost, St Irenmus repre~

sents her as repawng by her obedience tho
 evils broughton mankind by the disobedicace
of the mother of the human family, Het-ex-
emption from the.gencral malediction may bs
; inferred from thefact, that'she was chosen-to
; be Mother of our Redeemer, whose bady wag
; formed of her substance.  St. Acgustine
\ speaking of aciual sig, which, in the strongeat
terms, he ascribed to every chid of Ajang,
observed that he must not be undersioon: Win-
jclude the Virgin Mother, concerrugg sehtin
 be would suffer no thought to be entertained
y when sin was in quesuon, for the honor of our
, Lord, ** for we know,” he says, v that grace
was bestowed on her to oxercome sinas srery
, fespect, sinco she waa chosen to concéiveiand
,bung forth Him who was utterly fre from
ain.'®  Guided by ths thost just-prinsiplo wo

and iocomparably mora glosious than all the ,can iptespret the genctal assertions of the

celestial hosts " Although the sttention of  fathers wit

[
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hout prejudice:t the Blessed One,
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