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LIBERALITY 18 INCREABING.

A reduction of blanks in every scheme!
The comparison will appear a littie mur
favorable when it in stared that the numbrer
of congregations counted this year in 180
w hile [lut year it waa 175.

Progresa is seen by another comparison.
Lust yesar 69 congregtations contributed to
the 6 acheines above montioned, this yoar
87. Lest year 14 contributod to, only one,
this year 9, this year 2 contributed to tione.
last year 4, the yoar bofore 7. May we
not hope that very soon there will be none
as low as zero. It in cheering te) see that
mtore are awaking to a sense of duty, and
that thz number loyal tu the work of
Christ and the church in, increasing.

Another comparison wiIl still further
confirai our vieiv that the liberality of our
people In grwing. Consulting the As-
senîbly's Minutes and comparing the Sta-

tistica of 1976 with those of 188 we fluac
the following averages per family for con-
tributions tu the schemes of the church
froni the différent; Presbyteries:

1876 1888
Truro $1.11
Sydney .31
Victoria and Richmond .57
Hialifax 2.03
WVallace *.92
Pictou 1. 5 3
P. E. Island 1.20
Lunenburg and Shoiburne 1.13
St. .John .85
Miraniichi *.79
Newfoundland 2.68

82.6 0-
.61
.62

3.32
1.40
2.57
1.46
1.44
1.47
1.18 j
3.00 -

A comparison of the intervening years
Nvould show a steady advance witl somne
retrogression a chance year. But oin the
wvhole the tide is stoadily fiowing higher
aud higher. and wu trust that the hearts
(if the people are being more and more
powerfully inoved with true christian
princijîle, so that in the future as in the
pat the growth will continue.

ARREARS DEcREASINO.

Coming now to Stipend we have there
also somothing to cheer us. Arreaz-. of
Ministtrs salaries are decreasing, to thse
comnfort, of ministers, te the credit of con-
gregations, and to the glory of God. As
compared with st year the Presbyteries
oteand in the Assmbly's Statiaticib as fol-
Iowas:

1887
CONGRE-
GATIONS.

Sydney 3
Vic. & Rich 3
St. John 5
Halifax 4
Mirarnichi 1
P. E. Island 1
Lun. & Shel. 1
Truro 1
Pictou 3
Wallace 0
Newf'dIand 0

.1888

*MT.
$2843

489
1105
503
76

228
162
1?

469
0
o

CONGRE-
GÂTIONS.

3

0

AMT..
8$2381
1024

801
275.
263
244
15r>
150

0 0.

22 5892 26 5368.
It is an honor te be low down ini this.

list. 1'The lust shail be firat"' applies
here. One =ufavorable thing ili this is,
that more congre*gations are reported in,.
arrears this year than lust. But un the.
other hand the aggregate sum is less by
524 dollars. And stili further the As-
8embly's statistie present the mailter in a,
more unfavorable Iight than the actual
statu (J affaira now warrant. We cen re-
port that at present not; only the Presby-
teries of Wal!ace and Newfoundland are*
on the honor fint of no ari-ears, but also,
Truro, Pictou, and ILunenburg and Shel-
burno. May they ever continue so. Tho
other Presbyteries are reducing the num-
berof congregations which are behind in the
payaient Of their millaters salaries, 80 that
next year we ho pe to be able to have P.
stili more favorable report. It is encour-
aging tu compare our position ivith that
of ten years ago. ln 1877 arrears aniount-
ed to $9852 in 35 congregations, In 1878
te $1,455 in 37 congregationts; in 1879 they
rose to their highest point or rather sunk
to their lowest depths, $9869 in 51 con-
gregation.m. Since that tinie they have
beeu grad.xally declining and it is to be
hoped that they wilI socn be gone to riso
no more. It seema too bad that some of
the figures appear in, the statistical column.
-they represent amounts se trifling-such
as 15 or 20 dollars. W. may admire the
honesty and accuracy of those who make
up Ilhe returrus but we cannot ad~mire the
spirit of the congregations that will allow
auch paltry sums, to wituies against them.
WVe think however that ministers must be
to, blame as weil, for if the matter were,
brougbt fnixly before the Session or Man-
agers they surely woulcl not allow such
figures te, cm thé estatistical returus. But


