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A NEW MISSION.
AMONG THE CHINISE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,

The General Forcign Mission Commit-
tee at its meeting in Halifax had before it
a memorial from the Presbytery of Col-
umbia with regard to the Chinese and In-
dians in British Columbia and the need
for wmission work amony them.

The memorial says ‘‘There ars at least
8000 Chinese in the province. 25600 of
these reside in Victoria, about 1000 in
New Westminster, and the remainder are
to be found in Nanaimo, Vancouver, and
all along the Pacitic section of the Canada
Pacific Railvay. The whole of the Chin-
¢se population with a very few exceptions
hail from the same province and speak
the same dialect. M;:my of them remain
here till they die, but all of them look
forward to returning to China when they
have saved sufficient to make them com-
fortable in their native land.”

“*“They are uniformly industrious and
wnany of them have achieved a high degree
-of prosperity, though of course they h:ve
among them the same mixture of worthy
and worthless to be found among all
na;égnalibies.l ) din d

ey are largely engaged in domestic
service and in laundry gwork, but are also
to be found in the ranks of skilled labor-
ers and in factories and public works.

They are ackn swledged to be indispen-
sable in the present condition of the Pro-
vince but there is a deep rooted prejudice
existing against them which i3 constantly

. displaying itself in public protests against
their cheap labor, public agitation for
legislation against them, and by private
acts of injustice perpetrated with 1mpun-
ity against the hated race. .

Very little has yet been done in the way
of reaching them with the go;pel, first,
because the prejudice abuve referred to is
shared by the professing Christians in the
Province, and second because the churches
have not been sufficiently strong to under-
take any great financial burden in carry-
ing on such work.

n view of the above facta it is time the
Teproach should be taken away from us
-of neglecting the Chinese st our own door,

~while spending thousands in sending mis-
sionaries to China, and there is a wideand
efféctual door + pened for us to enter earn-
estly upon this work at once. :

The Chinese in “his Province are grow-
ing in numbers and in financial strength,

and -nany earnest people may be found to
help if the work is once fairly before
them.

**The committee having considered the
memorial of the Mission Committee of the
Presbytery of Columbia, approves of the
estublishinent of a mission among the
| Chinese immigrants on the Pacific Coast,
| and remits the whole matter to the West-
{ern Division to deal withas on their
judgment they may deem best."”

This mission will hold a relation to
China somewhat similar to that which
Trinidad bears to Indis. In bhoth cases
most of the immigrants came with the in-
tention of returning tc their own land and
many of them do return. If they return
as Christians they will be in a sense mis-
sionaries in their . fatherland aud help to
lealven it with the influences of the gos-
pel.

There is & mistake on page 199 where it is
stated that the whole receipts of both Sec-
tions for l*‘orei%n Missions for the past year
was $81,000. It should be $88,866.58.

“Dr. Norman Kerr, an eminent physi-
cian of England, believing the statements
of temperance’ people to be extravagant,
that 60,000 people died annually from the
effects of strong drink, began as early as
1870 a personal inquiry, in connection with
several medical men and experts, expect-
ing to quickly disprove the same. Ac-
cording to their deductions the latest esti-
mate of death of adults annually caused
through intemperance is: in Great Britain,
120,000; in France, 242,000: in the United
States, 82,000; or nearly half a million each
year in three countries aggregating a pop-
ulation of 022,000,000. gating apop

The Methodist Conference met in Hali-
fax while the General Assembly was in
ge‘uion and ;h?;e dwlu an rdiuh}archange of

elegates aad friendly words of greeting.
All thisis well, andas itshould be, bul:g a
surer way of promoting harmony would be
for each church carefully to have respectto
the work of the other and not to seekto
plant churches where they have no peaple
or at most one or two, and where the only
pros of increase isby defection from
the others, The Presbyterian Church has
generally aimed to follow the right course
in these matters, and not to open preaching
stations unless whereit hasa sufficient
number of ; eople to warrant sucha stcp or
where there'is a lack of service of any kind.




