THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Siturday, Nov. 6.

Reports from the wholesnde  trade
are generally very satisfactury this
week,  Bustuess Iz godd for the season
In abeut all Ines,  There is some com-
plaint that the weather lus Leen too
filne and mild to fur .her purchasing
fu dry gocds, clothing, heots and shoev,
furs, ete., but ot the same time, deal-
ers Ju these braywhes rep.rt  these
trade for October conslderably ahead
of last year In volume, Holday
goods In faney lines are nos golng
out, and stocks for the eaxly spring
‘tratle are wrriving to take advauntage
of  water rates before the close of
navigation. Raitlway trallic Is very
active, with catinned large move-
ment of wlat to Ianke ports, ship-
wents of live stuck, and the uswal in-
ward rush of traffic befurs the close
of navigatin, Al statistical infor-
mation ottests thes larger volume of
trade this season, Customs  cotlecs
tions at Wimupeg fur Cctober were
$7T7,223, compared with 545,253 - for
Uctober of last year. Bank clearings
again this week show an ensrieus ex-
pansion over the corresponding nporiod
of jat year. Clearings at Winnipeg
for Ocwober (st repart in another col-
mnn) show aamst double thie aggre-
gate clearings for Getober In previous
years, Land saes by the Jarge Land
corporations show almost the sumo
expausion wlich indicates fath in
Mandtolxr farm jands as well as in-
croasing  settlement. Interest rutls
are steady at 8 per cent for loaus
on farm nortrage securitles, 6 to 7
per Tent for good city 1eal yproperty
security and 7 per cent. for crdinary
mercanti.e business,  Loan comwpaliies
TEPOTE payments o account of furm
mortgages as goml,

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winmpeg, Saturday Afteraocon, Nov. b

COAL AND WooObD.

The expectxt ndvance m bituminous
conl. torestudowed i “The Commer-
chial neouple of weeks ago, Wb mto
offces the first of ths wetek, amd was
even o sharper and mwore upward ten-
dency thun was expected, On Leth-
Lridge coal an wdvasee ol $1 per ton
was made, from $6.50 to $7.54 per ton
delivered in  Winunipeg to consumers.
Tmported soft coal was advanced Ste
per ton. Souris Lguiteaid anthracite
are uncthaunged. Lethbridge coal has
Leen sofd here for sume wMe O an
excondingly  small margin, and  the
recently luereas.sd cost of pruduction
ahrougl: an advance in wages, ote..
rendered  shiarp advanca in the Win-
nipeg price absolutely mevssary.

Cordwood s firm In price.  Good,
dry famarac very scarce amd the ten-
denecy has been higher for this claks
of woold fuel. The mst ofthe tama-
rac abtnittble is  lnst winter's eant,
which is not thoroughiy Jdry yet. It
was  expected alarge cut of wood
waoull be mwade this winter, tut it is
catinel that the number of m-n and
harses taken  from tlus district to

THE COMMERCIAL-

work on the Crow's Nest rgllwayi witl
have tho effect of curtalliy Wprk iu,
the woads here this wintee, tall,rqug]
n wearelty O telp. Soe ecoal nhd wwge
prices on another page. Lo g
LGS, .

Cotl hver ofl s advanced sharply
in Norway. Sugar of lead 18 3¢ tu
1¢ higher east. Qumtue is Very firm.
Seo-pricos un another page. -

FISIT AND OYSTERS,

Oysters are ttaving a good syle now:
and prices are  lower than earlier
quotatlons. Shiell oysters are offecuyy
more fieely.  Some small lots haye
buen tn, atid a4 carlot is now on the
way. The variety of fish in the mar-
ket {s about the same. 8ece guotn.
tion on arother page.

GREEN IPRUITS AXND NUTs.

Winter apples are  now coming in
freely, bhothh Untarlo and  southern
BTOUK. Uwing to the warm weath-
er ihis fall, some fear has beep ex-
pressd thnt apples witl not show us
gould keeping quality as usual, as it
15 sand that warm autunn seasons are
not provuctive of good keeping [ruit.
However, this will be proved or dis-
proved later on.  vuntarlo grapes are
not in goud condition now lor -
shipment, as they are getting soft,
and the season is aboat over for any-
thing but Catawbas, which may como
fin later, though none are here yet.
Al auction sale of Concourd  grapes
wae lield to clear out stock that was
getting off quabty, andsome suld for
wss vl the Trepghc cost. No re-
ports re bananas have come to hand
lately. It depends on the guarantine
sltuation south whether or not they
will contanu» to come to hund.  Oregon
pears are 23¢ lower. Malagn grapes
are 38 ¢ lower than first quotation
for the season, given last week, Now
stocks of nuts are comiug to hand.
New figa are lower. OUntarlo
pears are about  doue. Prices
are as follows: Jamacka orauges,
$13 per barrel, ecqual to about 21-2
boxes; Mexlcan cranges, $6.50 box;
bananas per bunch, S250 o §3; Call-
fornia lemons, §5 to §5.50 a Vbox;
Washington and Oregon pears, §2
to S2.25 per box: apples. §+ 1o S4.390
per barrel for fall and winter varic-
ties; Concord grapes, 30¢ 10 1b bas-
Kets: Californin  grapes $2.50 to S
per crate for Tokays: Ontarlo pears
G0 to 65c per 20 1b. basket; Cape Cod
éranberzrics, $10 per barrel; swweet po-
tatoces, £ to'$5.25 per barrel; Malaga
grapes, £8 per keg, for medium and
£8.50 for heavy weights; new chiest-
nuts, 15¢ Ib,; Ontario butternuts, e
1 Ontaric Mack walnuts, 82 10, cecoa-
nuts, S1 per dozen. figs, fancy clemes,
€130 te $£1.60 per 10 1b box.

GROCERIES.

Changes in prices are ttot important
this  week. Tumatoes have had
stronger tendeney of late.  In this
ling there has bren a good deal of cut-
ting {nn thix market, but prices havo
non steadied down and settled on
Ligher basis, It issa d that as low as
§2.10 was accepted on tomatoes in
a few special cases, though there was
nathing in them at tuis price  oven
for those who were fortunat » enough
to buy at the battom prices of the
scascn.  Recently, hiowever. tumataes
have been very firm in first  hawds
and the local cutting has heen dixon-
tinuedl.  Manulacturers have advanc-
od  prices  about $0¢ from the law
pnt of tho season on new goods, Rio
¢ ffee s casier and prices ero are 2¢
to 3¢ lower tuan was qunoted carlier.
There ix some auguiry for dates, bhat
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Thero
X | m, bt Is of rather
poor  quality* now, ’ Dattes do ot
reach  this fiidrkot wntil December,
and there i no idvides of any stock
yot. New Grénohls wamuts wiil ar-
rive ot Now “¥ork abdut +ue muddih
of November, st that it \Yu vo somy
timo before tliey ' védets’ ths market.
There has Lo n some enquiry from the
country for this line. Lavey grades
of rice are loeally vepy scures, though
there §s ple €y of B. rien aind common
grades in stocks here.
ITARNESS AND TEATHER.

Dealers  report ‘Duslness  deeldedly
good.  Thes season his been n good
one for this branch. Dolges felt is
having guite a sale to shocemakers for
renafr and othier work., Lt is u-ed in
half eoling felt shoes, ote.

There {s one poat which manufac.
turers of ieathier goods should con-
sider carcfully, and that is the in-
crensed cost  of leather. ‘Chere s
oftenn a tendentcy to go on selliug
goods b the old price, and not taking
account of the fncreased cost through
an advarnce {n tite raw material. Some
harness malkers aye evidently do.ng
that in JManitoba. It is claimed
tlhat ot the present price of leather,
it will cost about $2 more to turn out
an ordinary teaitn unarness than it
would at the former price of leather.
This means o hieavy drain o makers
of haxness, saddic:, collars, ete., unless
tley have advanced their prices in
proportion. The cost of production
is a very Important itemn, which
shoul. be crliulated upon clusely, us
m 2 business where she margin of
profit 15 small, a moderate werease in
tlte ‘cost of raw material may soon
turs . marglu of profit into an actual
oss. Harness makers should see to it
that thiey secure a price commensur-
ate with the advanct in leather.

HARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

Buair-ss is s omewhat quieter, though
goodt for the season.  Glass i3 moviyg
freely, and s one of thie most active
Hnes just now. Prices are steady this
week, the general tendency being
very firm for all staple liues. Sea
quotations on another page.

In stoves and tinware dealers ro-
pert that they have been very busy.
There hab een a goad salo for stoves
this scason, notwithstanding the mild
weather. Steel ranges aze still be-
mg peddiad in the country amoeng
farmers, thragh this business is pretty
wel killed now  Inferior ranges aro
being sold in this way at a price
abmut ten per cent, higher than is
asked far a hetter stove Ly regular
dealers, It is Jdifficult, lowever, to
cducate cunsamers In the country
against trusting to fakir peddinrs,

LUNMBER, ETC, .

There §s stall a considerabls move.
ment in lumber, though the scason is
now well over. Storm sash has been
mving  freely. The lumber  eamps
i1t the woods arc now well established,
for tae winter's cut of logs, whicl will
b~ larger than for some years vack.

RAW Fi RS,

A few small Jots are beginning to
come in, principatly fal rat. which
have binen taken at an average of
about 5 1-2¢ vach. \ few ~kunk, mink
and bear are alssy aroviug, but no
really prime furs have baen received.
At the last Laondon fur sales, a re-
port of which will be lound an annther
eclumn, skunk. spriz rat. and Iynx
wore lewer wide bear, red fox. ar
ten, wall nad fall rat were  higler,
Ieaver mink amt otter were the same
as last aales.

no new fruld is-to bangl, yet,
Is somo old frulf &:) A,



