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EDITORIAIL NOTES.
The Japan Government has come to the conclusisn that work turned out
&n the national factories costs moretc produce than the same classes of work
goanufactured in private establishments. It is, th ~cfore, decided to sell out
[0 private corporations the numerous Government factories now in operation.

13 There are 60,000 sailors in the British navy, of whom, according o Sir
gl-harles Beresford, 65 per cent are non-combatants. 21,000 fighting men,
But of a total force of 6o,000, appears to be a small proportion. The mat-
geer is now engaging the serious attention of the Admiralty Board.

B Corsica is 2 favored isle.  She claims as one of her sons the great Napo-
fcost Bonaparte. and now itis affirmed that Christopher Columbus, the
ucnotse navigator, was a Corsican by birth. The records of the hitle
illages of Calvi prove this fact beyond ail question.

B It is really gratifying to an independent mind to sec a supporter of the
gparty in power so independent and untrammelled as Mr. Pipes, of Cumber-
¢and has repeatedly shown himself to be. It is casier to be independent
gbn the opposition side of the House, yet there are but few opposttionists

g2 the House that are so uniformly independent, so well posted, and so
euispoken, as Mr. Pipes, :

The old Snyder rifie gave place to the Martni- Henn, and this is now to
g0 superseded by the new Enfield Martini rifle, the bore of which 1s to be
50.05.1css than the Martini-Henri Arrangements have been made to manu-
ghacture ten thousand of the new rifles for the Briush army . but mn view of
:}hc b;;frolbable success of the new Magazine rifle, its general adoption is
Zdoubtful, .

.

{ Maryland temperance men have organized a one dollar temperance
Eassociation, the members of which ate pledgued to do thewr best to promote
Bitmperance among all classes of the community and agree to pay annually
£91.00 in furthorance of this object. Thousands of the best men and women
)0 the State have joined the Association and its moral inflacnce has already
%donc-mo_re to stamp out intemperance in_Maryland, than prohibitton has
3#¢complished in Maine or high licenses in Jowa,

.. The Bditor of the Dew st Neva i now in jail at Salt Lako City, charged
with supporting four wives. Our sympithy with our brother journalist
would take practical shape it ne would but tell us how he managed to make

provision for his quartette of wives.  The profesion will wait with anxicety
for an explanation.

To Canadian cyes, Chinese girls do not appear Leautiful, but however
artificiul may be the means taken 10 insure small feet, they are more natural
in the choice of names for Chiness lasses  We have read of a Chinese
mandarin whose five daughters gloried in the names of Cherry bloszom,
Peach blassnm. Phun hloasom, Bamboo leaf, and Pine waod,

The citizens of Chicago are ina funk. Observations prove that the
sutface of lake Michigan is rising at the rate of four inches per annum,
The householders upon one street in the north-western part of the city have

l.;cexi ob‘:iged to abandon their homes and the water is fast encroaching upon
the Park,

.

Panch in a recent issue has a capital cartoon of King Theebaw's
successor, which has attracted much attention. A large gun represents the
trunk with two small field picces as the legs of the body. The arms aze

;'two tifles, to the muzzles of which are appended n sword and dagger. A

Harge shell represents the head, it heing surmounted by a British military
helmet.  The figure is labelled « Marual 1aw,” )

Some instances have been brought to pur natice of unfair trade upon the
part of some manufacturing establishments in the Upper Provinces, in which
wanufactured goods were sold to retall traders 1n the Mantime Provinces,
below the cost of the material used. This is unfair to our manufacturers
who, while perfectly wiliing to compete for business tpn fair and cquitable
terms, have no intention of allowing the Lower Proviuces to again be made
a slaughter matket. Business 1s business, and if the manufacturers of
Ontario hope by unfair means to secure our markets they may find that the
rule can be worked both ways. ]

The London Financial News has been looking isto Panama Canal facts
and figures, and reaches some intcresting conclusions M. . DeLessens’
calculatior was that, beginning in 1851, the canal could be buslt n cight
years and not exceed $120,000,000 1n cost  In Juue 1853, the date of
the last ¢ flicial report, 845.900,000, or over one-third of the total estimate,
had beer..spent and just about one per cent of the excavation was done. Up
to June, 1885, the Ners learns, the total expenditure has been 8104.033,000
or five-sixths of the total estimate, and the work dune was one-tenth of all
that will be necessary.  The Ners goes on, allowing for the heavy extra cost
of tide-locks, retaining walls agzamst the Chagres nver cte, and concl des
that not less than $525,000 cor witl be requirerd, or weuil be, to complete
the work., It thitks thas never wil bie rarsed ard that the canal will never
be finished, and that 1f finished 1t coutd not pay.

De. McLennan scored a point when. a fow days agn, i the House of
Assembly, he spoke m refutation of the etatemer® that Tnvernoss County
was ance treated with unduce generosny by the LAcid G vernment - having
been allowed 1) become indebted t) the Prov.nce by dianing a dispropor-
tionately large share ot *road advances.” ‘The Dr, however, showed
clearly that, in days gone by, other Counties —Cumlieriand, Cu'chester, and
Pictou, for instance—bhad Leen desit wih 1n a more gencruus tnanner.  He
believes, that what is * sauce fur th goose,” cuzht 1o be * sauce for the
gander”, and that, therefore, to compeasate for the large advances made by
the Local Government to other Counties, and never repaid, the amounts
now owing by Inverness and some Counties similarly situated, ought to be
wiped out.  This is, no doubt. the behef of his consttnents . and there
are not many mean m the Assembly that are su dutifal and faithful to their
constituents as the Doctor 1s to the pecple of Toverness. He 1s unques-
tionably one of the best inen n the House.

A novel experiment was recently tried in Egypt by the British Light
Artillery Canal Corps, Ligbt brass guns capable of throwing a ten pound
shot were <".ng between the humps of the ramels. in such a_manner as to
prevent injury to the beasts.  The coips then filed out upon the desert and
at a given signal 72 picces borne by as many camels were successfully
discharzed  This novel experiment seminds us of a st-ry which is toid
about some military enthusiasts who had tut upon the idea of utilizing the
mule as a gun carringe. The party having procured a light ten-pounder,
fastened it securely to a mule, the muzzle sternwards  When the fuse was
lighted, the fizzing noise attracted the mute’s atieatran and he at once began
to turn his body round and rouud. 1n arder that re myt sce what was
causing the disturbance. The dismay ot the “ereafi-d ex wermentahsts on
realzing the danger of the posttion 10 which mey 2l L d themselves
and the rapidity with which they svught the shelt 1 of 1 hoatdor lying near
by, can be imagined better than Jduscnbod. as atso therr suspense during the
few seconds which clapsed before the discharge of the gun, which at once
killed the mule and their hopes,




