
37 The Presbyte

The Prayer-M eeting.
Some Helpt'ul Thoughts and Sug-

gestions.
Dice 10 If) .- CiiîîssT xxrïo.H b . 12, 13.
,Aft.,r." -à exppcting"l-botb these words are iii our

Scripture. Tht'n word Ilafter " points bickward ; the' word
teboxpectng " grasps tht' future. And between thom thora
in teal relation. 'rfic dixpecting Il in what it is because
th% «- aiter"' is wlhat it has twoen. Notice tiret tht' Il atftor,"
that WC may sen tht' rensons for tht' < expeoting."

Consider, thon, tht' Ilaf ter "I-that whlîiasho beau.
(a) Our Lord and Saviaur lias offered sacrifice for sine

-«But thib ina; af ter Ho hiad offored one' sacrifice for
oins Il Yeu have sinned, but Christ bas ronde offering of
Himmolf in your bolîif. Evorything sneceasary for your
comploto forgivences hoe lias done. 'You need not carry a
self.accusing and self-torturing heart. You may stand in
a doliverinq acquittai, in the' surprising gladnecss of a fret'
and perfcot justification. Hia sacrifiro is enough. Hia

atonrnent han becu muade. Repent of sin, accept Hixu
and yen are forgivén. This in part of the I "aftcr"I wbich
bu licon. IlAft'r -no ha ofl'orcd ont' sacrifice for
Ring."

(b) Anothor clae nt ini this "'aft.er" le that Christ
haii offered n sacrifice for sine wbich need nover be
repocatel. "'Aftcr ho bad offered ont' sacrifice for sine."
Tho' atouamont ie a flnished fact. The' contrant haro in
batween the' serificos, day in, day out year in, year ont,
rept'atod in th,, oid shadowy, prophotit' ritual, and tht'
antitypical, substautial saorifice of Jesus Christ. IlAnd
evcry priest"--thiat in, of tht' aid and slîadowy ritual-
"lstandeth daily miuiètering and officriug the ame sacrifices,
wbich eau nover take away oins ;" abut this mat', af ter
Ho bad offarod ont' sacrifice for aine." Ail our human
doing in fragrnentary and unfinishod. But tht' propitiation
cf tht' Divine Man is perfect, finishied. Raving lioun once
made, it bas beon altogether made. Thora in ne noe -for
a second (ialvary te make up tht' defiziencios of the' firat.
Thora is ne need for any patching hiumau attoixxpt at
sacrifice. Thora ie ne noed for the' blasphemously se caled
Ilporpotual sacrifice of the' mass." Per!ectly tht' atouing
dt'od wau dont'. "lIt is firiletl! %' vas tht' victorions cry
upen tht' cross.

(c) It is a further ueuient in this *1 after " that thie
ont' and. fnshed sacrifice for sin e is f puk-pttual and
univonsal, eficnoy. IlBut this nian, aftor ho bail offered
ont' sacrifico for oins forever." As for your sine and mine
Ris atonenient in sufficient. so iL in for tht' sine of ail men.
As for the' ains of car ownt generation Hie atonement in
sufficient, s0 it is for tht' oins of ail cemning gnnprittions
Thora cau ls ne chine or titie inte wvhich this glad Gospel
may net bo carried. This is a rcdt't'xed worid in which
we dwel , the' nord la aimpiy that mon accept redemption.
Tho harvest waves, and Lt is affluent for aIl. If men will
net eat of it, they muet dit' of hunger. But still tht'
afflnent harvest wvaves.

(d) Anothor claexnt ini thie "«aiter" je that this
Divine Man, having madeasuch ascrifict' for oins, lias rison
iuto the' place of absainte goernance and control. "lBut
thie rn, after ho had ofl'ered oite scrifice forains foraver,"
oit dowu on tht' right haud of God. I amn vory sure thtft,
in aur usurl thouglit, wa limit aur niiur inistry tee
niuch te Hie atoning work upon tht' cross. Wo lot our-
s(lves think tre often that His xinistry for us endcd there.
But beyend the cross thora was tht' resurrectien; and
!)8yond tht' rùsurrection theo was the ascension; and tht'
issue of thtese was aîad i-3 the' throne of universal. sovor-
eiguty. By virtue oif Ris sacrifice and triuniph tht' pierced
liard grasped and is graspiug tlho Eceptre of dominion.
Tht' Lord Jesus lias beéomoý tht' "lKin-; o! tht'"eo.

Sècond. Turn u'w tu the' *1 xpeting " based thus
upon sucli accosupli8lit-l Il atter." «' Frein lieuceforth
p.xpecting tii) Iiii <neniies shall bn made' i footstool."
Christ's " tpt'cting " la; toward nothin-1 léss thian Hie
univoally tubjugatin-- and triomiphant empire.

And that Ris "etxpecting-," -.hall nlot find dist-ppointment
wt' May ha aura, becanot'

rian Revlew.
(Oz) Of tht' «aftr" IlWC bave jusL been considering.

4uch sacriflc and sacnifii ruie of Deity in buuxanity and
for human;ty cannot miss Un. appropriate end aud issue.
Much, indeed, disputes that empire new-reollfous augolu
and rebellions mon ; ignorance, beathenexu, tyanuy ; the'
prince of the power of tht' air, sin, dnath. But &Il ibis
darknesg muet fly beféo the steadily rluing booms of tht'
Sun cf Iliglit tousnes,;. Our Lwd Jeas %hall secofe the'
travail of Ilis soul, and shall li satisfled. Net for failure,
was snob stupmoaduseacýiflce enaotod.

(b) Bocause Jehovah'a word la pledged ta snob
triumph.

(t,> Becauie Lt in tht' stoady-toaehing of biistory that
the' Kingdon cf our Lora and Saviour Jt'sus Christ la the'
winning Kingdom.

I cannot lio a pcssimist when I raad lîistory. I must
bt' an optimist. That history in the record cf disaster,
defeat, hugo patchos of blaokness, colossal tyrannie., many
a refluent midnight Whoun the' day semod dawning, crash
o! empires, crash o! batties, wails of wouudod, hoicaut
of deid-I grant at once, 1 grant Lt ail. But in the'
large viow and in the' long vit'w 1 do nlt et' liow any man,
looking, carefully iuta bistory, can lielp the' feeling that a
Divino Power whioli makas for rightcousnau, frocdoni, the'
dignity of tua individual man, iwhioh ruakos steadily for
ail spiritual and moral and social bottorment, lu Qveron.
ingiy working Ln tho world.

Set' how science le lendîng baud te a widonug human
woal. Consider tht' reniarkable interrelations cf history-
tht' Reforination and tht' revivai cf leamning ; tht' clioovery
cf the new world and tht' Reformation ; tht' opeulng cf
Africa and tht' abolition of eiavuly by tht' two loading
Christiau nations, Great Britain and the' United States.
Consider tht' triumph cf modern missions, att'. Lot us
throw oursolvea jute work along tht' linos cf tht' "lexpeot.
ing "I o! aur trinniphant Christ. Thora is ne lîighor dignity
thau.to bo with Rini co.worker.

- The Relgion of Zoroaster.

Tusc Asiatit' Quartenly Revicw containa a valnable an:'
alysis by Goneral Forlong o! tht' Pahlavi Toxts, Part IV.
which hava beau dddcd te tht' "1Sacred Books o! the' Eut"I
series. Frein this it appears 'tht IlWo mAy roauonabiy
accept tht' woil informed aud studied conclusions cf Avas.
tan saholars, beginnbug with Professer Haug, that tht'
prophet lived between tht' twentioth aud ciglîteenth cen.
turies B.C., and that his principal toachings-the Avaita or

ILaws" o! A'ihar Mazda-were enxbodied with Zand or
4,Commentaries" about tht' seventeenth century B.O., whon
the' Reiormed Faith toolc effect under KCing Viuhtap."

Tht' texte undor r'wview are a "Ipopular auwnxary "'cf
these tenchings, froxu c- ',dition cf date 8iSO B.O., abeut
two generAtione beforo Aimes, tht' Habrew. Tlîey contain
a Ilmesa of weary platitudes" aud wordy casuistry ; but,
"lThora is aise bao in abondance tht' higbest ellîlcal and
ivise teaebitngs by writers of marked picty, goodnu. anid
genins : mon whe are kaen and grievously meved by the'
sins and sorrows, worries and mniseriez of! their foilows, and,
wbe are profndly auxieus ta alleviate thoeo snd ta load
aIl mon jute paths cf lioliness and peaoe, by tht' dafng cf
justice, tht' love cf meî'cy, righteousuoess, and truth; and
as they add, «'leoking always te and walking humbly before
their God "'-Auin-Mazda, no meanGod-id cm. Tht'Trie.
Lty o!Rirhteeusncas. Tht'texts centiuualy aud piously
counsel us regarding < tht' pesce which foi iowi tha ronunoia-
tien cf aiu' . .Thoera Lasc.rcoiy aconolvablo e!'ua.
tien of lifa, public or strictiy pnivate, frei that of tht' kfîxq
ou ie tlroiie,thejudgt'ontht' beuch, thet' alen or wi!e
Lu hier chambor, tht' herdsman and hie dog ou tlt' hiliside,
wbich le net haro dweit upon by those laborieus and ox.
pcriened aid wviters; aud tht' burden cf theireteaching in
the'.&li Volti or ' praise cf rigitcoueus 84 that wbich
aient' exattetiî the' ludividual and the' nation. Rigliteous.
nesa atone maketh, they sîy, 1 a perfect charactor..
it alone îs the lxrft;ctioîu of rdUion,' and is summea up iu
th' tlîreo words whiclu ought ta bc even on our lips and iu
our bearts, good theugbts, good words, end good dee,


