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The Prayer-Meeting.

Some Helpful Thoughts and Sug-
gestions.

Dre. 10 16 —Cuntst Exrecerive.—Hob. x, 12, 13.

¢ After” s oxpocting”~-both theso words are in our
Scripture.  Thaword *after ” points backward ; tho word
“oxpecting " grasps the future, And between thom there
is veal relation, 'The “oxpecting  is what it is bocause
the * aftor” is what it has beon. Notico tirst the ¢ after,”
that womay seo tho rensons for tha « expeoting.”

Oonsider, thon, tho * after "—that which has bean.

. (a) Our Lord and Saviour has offored sacrifico for sina
—% But this man, after Ho had offered one sacrifice for
sins” You have sinned, but Christ has mado offering of
Himself in your bohnlf. Everything neccssary for your
comploto forgivencss ho has done. You need not carry o
self-sccusing and self-torturing heart. You may stand in
 dolivering acquittal, ia the surprising pladucss of a free
and perfeot justification. His sacrifico is enough, His
atonoment has been made. Repent of sin, accept Him
and you ave forgiven. This is part of the ** after " which
bas been. * After Ho had offeced one sacritice for
gius.”

(b) Anothor element in this *‘after” is that Christ
has offered na sacrifice for sins which need never be
repoated. “After he had offered ono sacrifice for sins.”
The atonoment is a finished fact, The contrast here is
botweon tho shcrifices, day in, day out, yearin, year out,
repoated in the old shadowy, prophotic ritual, and the
ontitypical, substantial sacrifice of Josus Christ. * And
every priest”—that is, of the old and shadowy ritual—
“standoth daily ministering and offering the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins;” “but this man, after
He had offered one sacrifice for sine.” All our human
doing is fragmentary and unfinished. But the propitiation
of the Divine Man i8 porfeot, finished. Having been once
made, it has been altogether made. Thero is no need for
a sccond Calvary to make up the deficiencios of the first.
Thore is no need for any patching human attompt at
sncrifico. There is no need for the blasphemously so called
« perpetual sacrifice of the mases.” Perfectly the avoning
dood was done. “It iz finished !” was the victorious cry
upon the oross.

(c) It 1s a further clemont in chig ** nfter " that this
ono oand. finished sacrifice for sins iz of purpetual and
universal eficney. “ But this man, after he had offered
ono sacrifico for sins forever.” As for your sins and mine
His atonement is sufficient, so it is for the sins of all men.
As for the sins of our own genecration His atonement is
sufficient, 8o it i3 for the sins of all coming generations.
Thero can bs no olime or time into which this glad Gospel
may not be carried. Thisis o redeomed world in which
wo dwoll, the need is simply that men accept redemption.
Tho harvest waves, and it i3 affluent for all. If men will
not eant of it, they must die of hunger. But still the
affluent harvest waves.

(d) Another elemont in this ‘cafter” is that this
Divine Man, having mado such sacrifice for sins, has risen
into the place of nbsolute governance and control. * But
this man, after ho had offered one sacrifice for sins forever,”
sat down on the right hand of God. Iam very sure that,
in our usunl thought, we limit our Saviour's ministry too
much to His atoning work upon the cross, 'Wao let our-
solves think teo often that His ministry for us ended there,
But beyond tho cross there was the resurrection; and
beyond tho resurrection thero was the ascension ; and the
issuo of these was aund is the throne of universal sover-
ecignty. By virtuo of His sacrifice and triumph the pierced
haud grasped and is grasping the sceptre of dominion.
‘The Lord Jesus has hecome the * King of the “Ages.”

Second. Turn now to the *‘expecting* bLased thus
upon such accomplished * after.” ¢ From heaceforth
expecting till his enemies shall ba made His footstool.”
Christ’s * expecting” is toward nothing less than His
univox;sally subjugating uud crivmphant empire.

And that His Yexpecting ” »hall not find disappointment
we may be suro, because
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*(2) Of tho “aftor” wo havo just been considering,
Such sacrifico and sacrificial rulo of Deity in humanity and
for humanity canuot miss its appropriato end and issue.
Much, indeed, disputes that ompire now-—rebollious angels
and robellious mon j ignovance, heathonism, tyranny ; the
prince of tho power of the air, sin, death. Butall this
darknoess must fly before the ateadily rising boams of tho
Sun of Right ousness, Our Lord Jesua shall sso of tho
travail of Hus soul, aud shall be satisfied. Nob for failure
was such stupondouszaccifice enactod.

(b) Because Jehovah’s word is pledged to such
trinmph.

(¢) Because it is tho steady-toaching of history that
the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Josus Christ isthe
winaning Kingdom.

I cannot be a pessimist whon I road history, I muat
bo an optimist. That history is tho racord of disaster,
defeat, huge patches of blackness, colossal tyrannios, many
& refluent midnight when the day seomed dawning, orash
of empires, crash of battles, wails of woundod, holooaust
of dead—I grant at once, I grant it all. But in the
large viow and in the long view I do not sco how any man,
looking carefully inte history, can help the fooling that a
Divine Power whioh makes for rightcousness, freado, the
dignity of the individual man, which makos steadily for
all spiritual and moral and social betterment, is qvercom-
ingly working in tho world.

See how scionce is lending hand to a widoning human
weal, Considor the remarkable interrolations of history—
the Roformation and the revival of learning ; tho discovery
of the new world and the Reformation ; the opening of
Africa and tho abolition of slave.y by the two loaging
Ohristiay nations, Great Britain and the United States,
Consider the triumph of modern missions, eto. Lot us
throw ourselves into work along the lineg of tho ** expeot.
ing ” of our triumphant Christ. There is no higher dignity
than.to be with Him co-worker.

- The Religion of Zoroaster.

Tar Asiatic Quarterly Review contains a valuable an-
alysis by General Forlong of the Pahlavi Toxts, Part IV,
which have been added to the **Sacred Books of the East "
series. From this it appears thut “wo may roasonably
accopt the woll 1nformed and studied conclusions of Avas.
tan scholars, beginning with Professor Haug, that the
prophet lived between the twentioth and eightsenth cen-
turies B.C., and that his principal teachings—tho Avasta or
“Laws” of Anhar Mazda—were embodied with Zand or
« Commentaries” about the soventeenth century B,0., when
the Reformed Faith took effect under King Vishtap.”

Tho texts undor roview are a ‘‘popular summary "+of
these teachings, from e~ ~dition of date 880 B.C., about
two generations before Amcs, the Hebrew. Thoy contain
a “mass of weary platitudes” and wordy casuistry; but,
«There is also here in abundance tho highost othical and
wise teachings by writers of marked pioty, goodness and
genius : mon who are keen and grievously moved by the
sins and sorrows, worries and miseries of their follows, and,
who are profundly anxious to alleviate these and to load
all men into paths of heliness and pence, by the doing of
justice, tho love of metcy, righteousness, ond truth; and
as thay add, ‘looking always to and walking humbly before
their God * >—Auhar-Mazds, no mean God-iden. Tho Trin.
ity of Righteousness. The texts continuously and piously
counsel us regaxding ‘ the peacs which follows the ronuncia.
tion of sin! . There is scarcoly a conogivablo itua.
tion of life, public or strictly private, from that of the king
on his throne, the judge on the bench, tho mailon or wife
in hor chamber, the hordsman and his dog on tho hillside,
which is not hore dwelt upon by these laborious and ox-.
perienced old writers ; and the burden of their teaching is
the Askem Vohu or * praise of righteousness,’ a3 that which
alone exalteth the individual and the nation. Righteous.
ness alons maketh, they say, ‘ a porfect charactor . . .
8¢ alons ts the perfection of religion,’ and is summed up in
tho three words which ought to be ever on our lips and in
our hearts, good thoughts, good words, and good deeds,
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