
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT. 131
desperate strikes fer liberty ; and the probable in-
te'rference of the ioeost class of laberers.

And thon, though, it mnighit seem peetical .jus.
tice te put an educated man, of delicate nerves, te
the pickaxe or the spade, as a punisiment for bis
cimes, it wouid neither be wise uer *Just. 1-e
wveuld mnake a very unprofitable Ilnaivvy," and
%%eu]d probably soori break dewn undor it; 'vhile bis
la1xDr, iii some emiployment needing skill and intel-
ligence, miglit be quite valuabie. Sorne kind of
werk nuust be provided; and the saine werk can-
iîet ho suited for ail. The Priseners' Aid conmmit,-
tee say "lindustrial emiploymient," without specify-
in,- what ; the Kniglits of Traber protost against
the, Government ontering the labor rnarket, and
settiug up a sharp competitien against froe laber.
One thing, wo have long practised, and long urged
upen others: "lNover te object te, anything, with-
eut having something botter te propoe." WilI
the Knights propose sonîethuing for' theni 7 We
wr-ite net in a spirit of opposition at ail], but we
want li u.Are there ne branches of handicraft
thuat they xnighit work at ? They mnust ho under
watch and ward, their werk inust bo soeothing
that lias mnuchi hand-iaber in it, and net tee miuch
uiachinery, and it must ho semething that wvil
pay. Shoemaking, cabinet and Iock making have
ail been tried at Kingston Penitentiary ; these
have ail been objected te. But, really, ne Gev-
ertunent can reform criminais, without, as a part
ef the reclaiming proess, gîving thieni sonie work
te do.

Sonie ether suggestions of the Prisoners' Aid
Cemînittee, as te indefinito sentences (depending
on reforniation), and tender troattnent of yeung
beys, deserve the greatest censîderatiorf.

SYMPOSIUM ON "DEACONS."

The Christian Wlorld, London, ha-- been lat-ely
publishing a great many letters and epinions about
I)eacens. The subject is ene of perpetual interest.
Somo churches seern te have teo muoh IlDeacons'
board," and some tee littie. The more general
cem)piaint, howevor, is "ltee miuch." Iii aimost
every case, the remedy for this is plain and within
reach : lot the miembers take mere interest in their
church affairs, and do the business ef the church;
and the Doacens will be oniy tee giad te carry

out the details of wvhat, the Churcli bas intelli-
gently agreed on.

Froitîr a li issue cf the ChrÎst.iau WVoird we
select three letters on the subjeet, following each
ether iii the saine cehînin, eaclî of 20 or 25 hunes,
wvhich wve take as representative of the Sympo8iunb.
The first writer says bis Church lias 150 members ;
but they rarely see twenty men at a week service,
and a Iess nuihr at the business meeting.
Evorything gees on well. They probably have
sonie very geod and wise men for Doacons; but
these have to do it ail, and the momibers generally
are net being trained te proper Churcb life. Se
wo judge frein this lettor.

The second is frein anetlier Doacon. There,
too, the membors don't corne out te the business
nieetings, and the Deacons have te do noarly every-
thing. Apparently, the Churob doos net want te
be "lbothorod" about business, and sornetitnos
blamos the Deacons "for no;t having sonie proposai
ready for the Ciu rch's acceptance," at business
mneetings. The Deacons would rathor bave the
Church te docide for itself, but are coinpelled te
decide questiong tee eftou for the Church.

The third writer coniplains of theo Pastor and
the Senior Deacon doing evorything. The romody
hero wilI be found in having the Doacons elocted
for a tern, and thon just leave out that Senior
Doacon ! Hie says, "lThe Senior l)oacon thinks
the Church has ne right te discuss any mattor
until it lias been Ilrouglit before the Deacons."
Weil) if the Church lias ruade for itself a rule te
that offect, ail righit; if net, the Church is net se
beund. But, where thore is suclb a mbl (and it is
a v'ery good eue in large Churches), it sbould ai-
ways contain a prov,-so, that whero the miatter is
net report/-d on by the Doucens for the space of
two menths, it is q'iite in order for any memiber
te bring up a discussion on it in open meeting.
The last writer inentioned says, thuat under the
Senior-Deacon-rul. "the intelligent and spiritu-
aily-minded men have long age retired froma the
Diaconate." And he adds, "«It is ne wonder se
many of our churches are baif deserted and life-
iess."

From ail which we gathor these c-:nelusions:
That, like any other seciety, a C;hurch wvill net
"run" alone-smiebody mnst attend te its inter-
ests; and the parties te attend to its interests are
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