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jof facts %vhichi we Cali test, 1 allirin that, it is xîot safe to tah-e it aiid appiy it tu thIs
cusoffacts which lie beyond the tonclh of Mhe humian spirittoal fitnger-tips. We

world waas and, therefore, 1 foar it wvill turn out an absurdity if n'a apply it to
the tiine after the world shall cease to exist.

Xes ;but ultitnately more goud will conte if evil £s permittod. Whiat ! thoughit
yuui did niot believe that evii is a necessary meanrs (>f the groatest goud !I assurnod
tIîat you adhered to Theodore Parker's position that Conscience pronotunces that

evil iltu be. If evii is the necessary moans of the greatest good, thon it

Inany case you wviil obtaiin only a painiess universe ; so wvo corne back preciseiy
te the point iveewe stoud before public criticisin w-as cast on our lines cf thought
-and thiat wus that your marble staircase takes mîen up no highor thani yotîu red(-

hot iron ; and your red-hiot iron nio higher than they caxi ascend on yoil' marbie.
Ai so, if the only object of evil iii the universe is to taie mon timp, God is nlot
ben-3vulent, for lie could take meni mp painlessly tu the saine hiiht, and hoe doos
not do su. There is where you coule otit at Last. It is the stern scientific truth
On this themne, that you have no ground in this sentiment for denying thiat charac-

1tel- tenids tu a final permanence.
F111 the ages with the certainty that ail character tonds to a free final permia-

nonlce, which can coule but once, and you encourage ail virtue and rcpress ail vice
-as the nature of things (Ices. That belief wvorks well, and so deserves corona-
t ion. Lt puits bencath every inan who is loyal to duty the everlasting arnis. Lt
iah-os Iimi glad, with the unibummnlded Confidence that ail things work tougethier for
guu(d to those whio love God ; and serionis iii an cqually mneasureloss Confidence
that ail things do net work together for good te those who do miot.

Theodure Parker once preclaimed, iii a stray passage, that violation of moral
Iaw nmiay bc se bold and persistent as tu bring witm il penalties that have nu rerniedy.

He wrote explicitly "Frein niv own experience 1 know the remuerse which
cornes froin conscious -iolation of niy own integrity, from trealson to miyseif and
rny Go.Lt transcends aIl bodily pain, ail grief at disappointed schemes, ail an-
guliishi ihich cornes fromn sickness, ago, froim death of doar eues premnaturcly taken
away. To these, afflictions I can bow with a ' Thy wvill, mot mine, be dune.' But re-
morse, the pain oz' sin-that is my work. This cornes, obviuuisly, tu wvari lis cf the
mnin wvhich lies before us ; for, as the violation of the natural material conditions of
bodily lifo leads te dissolution cf tho body, se the wilful, constant violation of the
natural conditions cf spiritual wvell-being loads te the destruction tliereof.-

Se~rinons u.n Thieisrn,' p. 404.)
This is ecar and straightferward ; but it is imimediately oxplained anidrepudia-

ted byv its own author.
If lost seuls repent, they in that act cerne te be lest. WVill lago repent î WVill

Mephistupheles repent ? Will Milton's Satan repent ? What is the dcfiniition of
perdition 1 Permanent dissimiiarity cf feeling -vith «cd. That defilnition dees
not înîply that a manl las lest ail tendency te respect wlîat is reasonable ; but
that lio nover attains predominamt love cf what God loes. The faihîiro te attaîn
predomninant, love cf what Gcd loves and hate cf what Gcd liates, is perdition. In
1tle narne cf the law by which ail character tends te, final permanence, ail science
proclainis that Lago and Mephistoplieles may fall inte permanence cf dissiiiflarity
cf feeling with Gcd. Salvatien in that condition is a natural imipossibility, for
salvation incindes simila.rity cf feeling with «cd.

Gentlemen, we want trtmth ivinnowed by being helà up in the breezos that blow
eut of ail quarters cf the sky. I take this proposition that, il is safe te dia as an
Iscariot, and 1 ho]d it up in the winds that blow out cf the conturies of Roman
degradatien. Lt suffers a %vinnoiving even thon, fo-. the -winds wvhisper to me:
"1Thtis teuching would net have cloansed Rlome." 1 held tmp the proposition in
the -winds that blow eut of Anierican greed and fraud. The answer is yet more
decisive. Safe te die an Iscariot?1 Safe te die a kidnapper? Safe te die a Cain,
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