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siderably short of' an average. Iu inaicing, up the acaunts, 1 find a ffiling
off; anîd I1 f'car thant this bans becoîîîc soniewlîat elîronic. \X"e are desccnding
iii tle sente instead aof nscending.

,My piîpose in writing thus, is ta prcss affcctionatcly and csrncstly two
points :

1. That thc approaching Missioniary contributions sbouid bc considerably
larger than they blave evor beeti. if tbey wvho have bcen accustonîed to give
sinîal -unis, wifl double, or in sanie instances quadruple thei, and if* these
ivho have been liberal hecretof'ere, will rather incrcase, wva shal hlave joyaus
reports ta iakie nt ]3rantlord next June. WVilI aur friends in the rural
districts, the proprietars of farnîs, kiîîdly bear the ivhisper that the standard
of' gifls is neot quite, wliat it ouglit ta bc. I kinow thiat so inuclî noney does
not pass through thecir ]lands, as in the case c' sanie other classes, but tlîey
can afford ta give a larger share of' it to the Loard, than saine atbers cani, who
have with their inoney to purchase ail their food, te psy for rent and firc-wood,
sud ta psy fer ather things, for which a fariner dees not use inny lit ail.

Ibelieve tliat we Cotngriegatianaiists, do quite as wcIl as ather people, but thiat
is naL eneugli: let us bc faitht'ul as the Lord's stcewards who xiiust give
accounit.

2.. My intercourse wviLthei Caînmittee la Londan hast year, and iny car-
respondence ivith theni, canvinces nic that the present anid past; course
cannet be inuch longer continued ; and I knowv it ta be the sober judginent
aof a largec nunuber af aur thoughtful iayniea in Canada, thaï; il oiqhl n.ot Io bc
con(in ued. 1Hence, I niast affectionately urge tha churches and congregations,
whichi have been long on thc list, for sums wliich have iîardly diîniinishied at
aIl, ta takze up the miatter lieartiiy and earnestly early this wiîîter, so as ta bc
prepared ta asic iess in the application they will sead ta thc Home Secretsry
in May. IPerhnps a thorouo'h, prayerful, vigorous, self-denying effert, wauld
enable saine of' theni ta walÜ ahane. iIow happy would they bc ta do sol
The resmit wouid hc warth a struggie. Where this is impracticable, lot a
begianing be mnade ia the descending scale af dependence, by saine steps
upward in the sosie aof giving. Our Congregatianalism is elastie as ta modes
aof procedure. We are ixat hound ta any special order aof financiai afficers. If
deacons, however excellent, are net so fit to manage thîls maatter, as yaunger,
business, active mnen, in sucli cases maise a cominit tee aof such, and put tho
matter inta their hauds. If mca are scarce, lot the womea workc in this de-
partmeut : thcy are capital collectors. Let the hearers and adiierents have
the appartunity, oi' which thcy will often ho glad, ta minister with the ehurcli
ta the waats ai' the mnan who tesehes them ail "lai the Word " There is
needed thioraugý,h system and promîptitude; your 8ipshadl course nlways fails,
and ouglit to do so. May I urge that this matter ha taken up early la the
wiuter ? Lt will do the caug-regatians gaaod ta meet and talk about it, and
then ta plan and aet. A truc hearty movement, baptized fram on 111gb,
wauid gidea us ail when we meet next June, and would render aur relations
with a Society, wiiich bas long doue us gaod service, fair mare satisfactary.
*Who will arise in each cangregnUon and work thîls important matter ?

The Pravisionai Board appointed at the hast sunual meeting of the sub-
seribers ta thc Cangregational College ai' British North *Anerica, ta unakze
preparatien for the renioval af the Collectte ta Montreal next suiimnier, and ta
wlîich was rcferrcd certain proposed by-Iaws ke., for cansideration, held their
second meeting Iast week ia this eity. The attendance was good, aud acon-
sidemahie aniaunt of work was donc. The refereaces ta thea wvere earefully


