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us is that gift of God which learning cannot

r can wholly abscure.’

JORN LESLIE,
ESSOR OF MATHEMATICS IN THE UNIVERSITY

. OF EDINBURAU.
ugh Mr. Leshe has had mora extensive opportu-
«of acquiring information than moat other philoso-
men of the day, thoso opportunitics have m ge-
__-mot only been maproved, but sought for and vb-
"« by tho activity of his ouwn genusy, and the ardor
"love for information, Indeed, ihat he wentto

onc of those numerous fields 1 which he hus
uently gained so much, was more the result of
© ngewws than of any predetermmat:on on the
sothers  He was born m the illage of Largo,
south coast of Fifeshire, wheee his facher wus a
" stable farmer, and whero his brother sull pursues
¢ avocation, joned to that of timber merchaut
;_s*hc father and the brother were and are very res
T alo in their charactar and infrrmation—ibe
r, in particular ig o man of sterhing gnod sensc.
“uost of Loshe’s relations wete engaged i rura)
, Wt is probable that he lumeelf was angmally
~d for the samic occupation.  Asis the caso with
» many parts of the Lowlands of Scotland he at-
“sschool dunag tho winter menths, and kept the
. inthe summer, though the near vicmaty of the
_.enabled him to attend pa’rnally ail the year

R4

-hismeans the cham of his early studies was
“_rokon, and probably his rural eccupation durmg
““tho summer days was m all respects of consi-
s advantage. To Ins phyaical constitution it
“tionably added strength, and we are inchned to
hatit gave to bus mind mach more vigor and
.ty thaniChe had had notlung to atiend to but
_vicoxercises.  The mind must be “farmed, and of
.be o philasaphical and by cousequence an in.
song. wo suspeet it must in all éases form nself,
-erefore, ifwe wese to pont out the ladder by
_theemineace of knowledge were to be climbed
‘suld place time to form the mind apart from b
iceducation and circumatances under which to
-+ a3 among the most cssential steps.

ae necessity of this, we have demonstration in the
_Mr. Leslic; and wo state daning any contradic-
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M OBACURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO Eal.)

er, which no disadvantages of birth o1 educa-i

hshc:\omena, whisch aa wholly his own,
iwould have enpyed whether he hud been u farmer vra etelt had neser been ab

" eat all, o was put 1n the way of ganng renown |

TERTAINER.

Torquel ah obscenis jam nunc scrmonibus auren.”
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ton that had the boy heen mewed up constantly with af ve functions Tle bield forth prssimg well when te
12 the foue walls ot a schonlepoom m 1t Uy gossip with “had get a xerman and was an tne pulpi; but * nows
other bovs in s hours of play, the ph lsopher would one was the labors of Herculus, So, to bring his
Tnot have beca what o e There s o fow and a itesh- bumpyintn proper action, ho used to pace up and down
ness n tbe wrkmgs of Lesho—a Vinclanty with na- o side ofmc.hcdgo 1bove-mentionad; sad it must be
ture at all ws pointy, and an appreciaton ot all us alloned that i agration wae his objoct, the place was
beautics wluch tells mare, and broathes noro of the ;woll chosen. Tue slops was very consderable, not
arcen slopes of Lugo Law, the cheerful scenery less than tive-and-tuenty or tnrty dogreos; and as the
aroimd and the ghttenng expanse ofthe Firth of Forth sentral renon of the mmster was o hittle ponderous,
ahdmg ol ste the cartern sea than of the aw of auy and slegs nono of the lengest, when he weat dadge,
sehout that crver wos bundt 3 and we woubl nat, and we dadgs down the lull, the dittorent pasts of i cranwl
are aure noue of she numerous readees of huw writings orgamization were grotnd and tntursted sgunst each
would, exehargn it far the cold peduntry o all the other, an the same way as the Duteh mako marbles,
scholaste instaut.ons that ever easted. ‘and the dust of words was produced n abundance.
Had Leshe been deprined of s g and lus tenip- Then as hio went up the b i, the upper part of the cra-
'tawous to evercmwe his owa powers  studung the tal argans (winch also vere none of the hghlest)
phenotiena of eature he nught have been a hagast, a preseed sn foem of <ontenies, the wordy which had
Lmatnematiciin, or a stadent sn ary single dopsrtwent been elaborated dureg the descent. Physically and
af seience , but to the circumstances 1 which e was gentally, this was rather hard labor; and tho mmster
placed he must have beenin a groat measure wdebted had otten to slnpd aad tako his breath.
itor s unnersahity ofappheaton. The appesretices’  Dunug one olthess pauees he was startled by inut-
‘of the heavens, the changes of the weather, the sue.: tered sounds from the other srde of the hedge; and uz-'
cession of the seacoas, «the features of the land and temng, he could hear ihe wasds ¢ angle,”” * tnangle,
e plenomena  of the ovean were asound oot sides o the one vqual to tuo sides of the o\hcr:"
{rom a commuanding station and they were sa group. and A, B, C, mingled wiih words and =entences. St
'ed that u youth of ardent mued could hardly ot Andren’s, whers e had dicaphaed, flashed upen lus
Jthwking of theus and speculuting about and w ishe | mund: ". That mu<t he wathomaties?' quoth the
ting to hnow their causes.  Hewre when s maoge scho- ; inater of farge  lle lwier f:d with more attention,
Aastie Lartruction, and lns extensive acquamtance With, and as the reeollections of S, Andren’s canme more
fmen of information nd with books put hia i possess. wnd to lnsmcnmry he ascortmined that “‘f’ Igsson wae
l10n of the theors, he was mstautly cpabled ta refer movery deed the fifth proposit.on of Euclid’s first book,
‘these to facts with which he was already fan..r.  So | while his onn eyes thraugh the bedge mfamed him
&(bnt Leslile ought 10 be considered as a man cnlo.)'mg: that the studont was ponc othey *han John, or, as he
tre advantage of a double cducation,—a knowledye of ! was then called, Jock Lesho, conquenng that i sol-
, and which be ',(“dc and without an mstructer, which the munster tum-
l¢ to overcome amd all the seci-
plidosopher, and a knowledge of phiosophy, usually wo cnce and stanulr of St. Andrew’s ) ]
“called, which he acqmred frory attending college, trom | The Minmster was more than delighted; and thragh
Lreadiag books, from extensive mtercurrse with fearned Ot oot tus sermon i tue ruddle, and rondered naot mere-
Fand emnent men, froma long and arduous course of ; 1y the connexion but the sccond half doubtful, dﬂ:“ﬂ e
persons! observation and expeniement, aad frops wuch trudged to commumcate the discovery tc Leshe’s fn':
fprucl:ce in ke profession of teathng. thor, *¢ I have something mmportant to communicato,
We have mentioned that Lesho's mtroduction to]$34 the mumster of Largo.  Mr Lesho wmed, snd
s < . looked grave~tor he was an elder of the hrk, and
thss second specres of nformation was accdental, and R
sometines, thougl nat often, *hoy had mquies and
the aceulentis worth rekatiny.  Engaged, as has been - =
-~ = rebukings *¢ anent ;™ but he rpake not  The wmnis-
iprevicusly mentioned, tl abiout, we bebieve, tus thir- " dL] id of us button, and with & boamness of yi-
steenth or fourtecnth year, he had mude considerable 197 tatd hotd of fus hutlon. and with a INCES |
I'progress in all the brauches taveht at the villaga schoul, | '8¢ winch convinced Nr Leshe that tliere was no
_which, as the pansh s rch and populous. yanke a pa.| W W tho case, utiercd, a3 nlf-mmute ume, these
rish school of the first cluss, and gencrally posiesces an words'—s Mr Lessels, 1 am sure your son Jock's
atle teacher ’ 4 genus >’ ¢ What,” sad M: Leshe, rather l\ns!':!_\'.
) ) y . *¢ has he been lattin the kye eat the corn®  * Very
But i appears that Leske had a more evtended destear from i, Mr Leszels,” rephed tho mmster, ™ ho
aire of knowledge than that which the school afforded !y o o gevus for mathomaties, and you must gust sed
‘\h:m. The fickl 0': whnch he tewded the cattle was ’..°' i to St Andrew's.”” The advice of the Muonster
,lhc most part hedged 1n, so that lis attendence Was)waa complicd with:  Leshie went 10 St Andrcn s the
| BOFS & necTssly of bewng in the tields than an cuploy- very neat autumn, was successful 1a lus classes, prudent
l)mcnt. There are alwaysbooks . a Scoteh tarm-bouse, |\ s finances, and gave sufficont cvidence that he
cand additional ones can always be borrowed m a Scotch | quld not winback m the path 1o emmenes on which
}\'Allngc. Young Lesle generally had his bouk with| 6 had entered.  Not very long afier the completion of ™
‘hnn. not Yus class-book m order 1o con his lessons, for
1

|
|

!

. his studies, be becatne tutor te the Wedgewoods,which

that cost hx;n Iittle trouble, but a book which he|qove hun much hnow ledge of the wacld both at homo

might tead for the mformation of the facts, or the a~i3,4d sbroad while m that emplosment, and afforded tum

musement of the story, as it unght happen. Ameong aanuity for his which, mdependontly of any other

these there was a copy of Simsan’s Enchd, upon w blC"[prov.svon. would hase enabled him to pursue those cxz-

‘f«‘h'-” commenced his carcer as a mathemalicnan ' perimental inquirios to wiuch he had got an additional

Unpravided with othes apprratus for the dranwmp of  g;mulus from the scientific owners of Etruria.  Soon
lus diagrams, he begsn at the beginumg, by havieg!y¢er this he weont mio pialesophical retsvment m his

re nirso 1o the abacus of Vire sacients,—ho powdered ! jeaiber's house at Larga, where he retformed 2 nuni-

j the footpath by the hedge-sido with ssnd delmeated | or of cxperiments, and made some of his neatest -

tas figures thereon with hus finger; and, clostag hus bouk ! vennions. Along with lus profonndity he was play ful,.
want over lus demonstrations. and sometimes tnok dollgh( 1 astonishing the vustics

in the curly part of his couree, and when he wad|and Gishwomen with phantasmagona, and othier ophical

pass.ng that serious bridge, called the ** bridge of ass-| ilusions, or startling them with clectricty or galvanism,

8,” because they alono are unablo 10 cross st. the|On account of tins playfulpess of disposition the elder
muister of the Parish was on the other sido of the tall} Sibyls generally suspebtod that ho was conversant with
hawthorm hedge, also engaged in study. Tho munister jthe black o:1, but the younger and betfer educated

of Large was kind and couvorsational, and in the ab-{were incredulous on that point, and alfedged thot hes
sence of a focal newspapor he performed not a few |was flesh and blood just ke thémeclhies.
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