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beirg assigned ta ench iniiister. But evei
wshen a consummation so devoutly to b
vished for is attained, there will remain nsm

stations on the hands of the Presbyterv
Our people at Walluce River and Foli
Mountain have given a call to Mr. McCurdv
but we have still St. Mary't to the East, :n
the village of River John ta the \Yest of thi
l resbytery. The former of these in one o
Lhe oldest of our stations; the latter is tht
youngest. It is dificult to say what shuuld
be done with then; for River John is ,toc
Important ta be tacked on to noger's il
and Cape John, merely to supply one Sab
bath out of six; and Barneys Rieer *nd
Lochaber constitute a field wide enough foj
any man without tie addition of St. Ma
rv's. If they were near one another, a nis.
sionary iniglt devote the greater part of bis
time to them; but they are more than *f
miles apait, and we have no station betweer
them that the missionary iniglt also take
charge of. 'rhe peuple of St. Mary's, be-
sides, would like ta have Qaelle preacing
now and then.
- .As ta River John, the inerease of Our peu-

,ple there lias been very rapid. The old se.t'
tiers were Frenclh-sp eakîg Swisp, and a
warmî-hearted industrious people of the truc
'rotestant type they seein to be.. Their de-

acendents are either Methodists or United
Presbyteiians. But within the last ten or
twelve years a goodly number of Scotch
families from the East rand Middle Rivers
and elaewhere have wedged themselves iu
among thei, and most Of tiiese belon; ta the
Church of Scotland. Then in the direction
of. our Church at Cape John there are two
settlements of our people wbo would like to
liaie. a church at the nilage of River John,
as the road.is hetter and tbe distance consid,-
crably les& to the village than to the Cape
John church, - However, there was no .talk
of church-building till sone yeara ago, when
the Rev. Mr. Talliah offered ta raise money
for the purpose in Halifax, This eneouraged
the: ta proceed, ;nd last autumn tbey ereet.
ed the fraeie, amid not a few jeers from ene-
mies and lukewarm friends who prophesied
that there the building would stop. They
received other dircouragements where they
miglt have expected assistance. Men who
subscribed lumber did not fulfil their engage-
ments, and tbey were thus unable ta get the
frame boarded in before *inter commenced;

uand iii consequence the roof was blown- off
one windy night. }lowever, that was righted
again; and Mr. Tallach handed over to them.
1e sum of ,38 8s. 8d., which ie had collected

for them in Halifax; the receipt of which
sum they have authorised me to acknowledge.

When the Presbytery sent me tO River
phn in the month of March for a fortnight,
found the people in no very hopeful state.

The U. P. church was vacant, and the frame
of ours looked cold and bare, as if it never
axpected to become a ch.rôb. No one couldj

r tell me how many in the settlemeit h-tiled
e for the.Old Church. One main snl.l that we
e liad 15 familles ; another doht;led that num-

bher. I went round everv section and visited
in everv corner, and found that we hîad 01
families. If we have no churob at IRiver-

d John, oie-third of these would be connected
Vith the Cape Joan congre ation; but tbey

f naturally belong to River ouhîn, Or tIhe 61
families, 50 are within three miles of the
church, but scattered round it in every direc-
tion. Many of them are new-eaners, and
have expended ail their moncy in establishing

' theuielves; so that ,hey nee4 assistance now
more than they will a any other time. On
the one Sabbath 1 preached to theni in the

. U. P. church; and on the other in the Meth-
- odist church:-to very large audiences on

both occasions. We aherwards held a meet-
ing irhich was well attended, and not by meii
of th*e'iandicen stamp but by men every one
of whonm was an;iaus to do his pqrt. Col)ec-
tors were appointed to call in the old sub.ierip-
tions, and the old list received several re-
spe.table additions. It was resolved to pro-
ceed vigorously with the church, so that it
might -be completely ßnished by the next
winter. 4nd in order that this inght be ef-
fectedc the tiustees vere empowered to bar-
row $150, and a guarantee was given to ther*
ta that amounît by îfteen of the most respon-
sible parties present. M4r. z4, Cameron vas
appainted ta superintend and hurry forw«ard
the building operations. Mr. John Macken-
zie, merchant, vas appointed secretary, ancd
Spuire Holmes treasurer. There can be lit.
tie doubt that in the bands of such men er.
erything will be done "quickly" and syste-
nmatically. 4r.d not content wtitl doing ali
this, the mneeting the:; and there subscribed
enough ta pay for the last nissionarï- ser-
vises whiel; ihey badl received and for as
many as-the Presbytery is likely to give themi
for the next three rontlhs. N'iglt not our
wealthier congregations tale a leaf out of thi
Iiver John boôk?

I have taken a great interest inx this con-
gregation. It is only three or four years
sinee a Xirk of S'otland innister first
preached to them. Mr. Herdman had the
honor,of being that first man. 4nd now it
promises to be a self-supportinig congreg-atioa

efore longk or at any rate to form one iài
connection with Cape John-,Roger's bill be-
ing left as big enough th take care of itself.
There ara soaîe excellent voung men in it, and
older mn'too; *ho take a warm interest inîthîe
Church, and who promise to be pillars. 'O4
course .tiere are others who having been for
a long time without the ordinances are now
caeelevs,.and lifeless; but these are .just the
very men that the Church should look after.
lest they should become altogether caataway.
I hope that this.short statement of their po-
sition will excite the sympathies of .our
stronger congregations, so that if .they q#


