IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THY ADJOINING PROYINCES,

-being assigned to ench minister. DBut even
when a consummation so devoutly to be
sished for is attained, there will remain some
atations on the hands of the Presbytery,
Our people at Walluce River and Folly
Mountain have given a call to Mr. MeCurdy;
but we have still St. Mary’s to the Bast, and
the village of River John to the West of the
Presbyvtery. The former of these is one of
the" oldest of our stations; the laiter is the
youngest. It is difficult to say what shoeuld
be done with them; for River John is too
importaut to be tacked on to Roger's Hill
and Cape John, mereiy to supvly ane Sab.
bath out of six; and Barney’s River and
Lochaber eonstituts a field wide enough for
any man without the addition of St Ma-
ry's. If they were near one another, a mis.
sionary might devate the greater pare of his
time to them; but they are more than §0
miles apait, and we have no station between
them toat the missionary might also take
charge of. 'The people of St. Mary’s, be-
sides, would like to have Gaelic preaching
now and then.
- - As to River John, the inerease of our peo-
Jple there has been very rapid. The old set-
ters were Freach-speaking Swisg, and a
warm-hearted industrious people of the true
Protestant type they seen to be, 7Their de-
acendents are either Methodists or United
Presbyterians. But within the last ten or
twelve years a goodly number of Scoich
families from the East ond Middle Rivers
and elsewliere have wedged themselves in
among them, end most of these belong to the
Church of Scotland. Then in the direction
of. our Church at Cape John there are two
aéttlements of our people who would Jike to
taye a church at the yillage of River Jahn,
as thé road is better and the distance consid-
erably less to the village than to the Cape
John church, - However, there was no talk
of church-building till some years ago, when
the Rev. Mr. Tallach offered to raise money
for the purpose in Halifax, This encouraged
them to praceed, and last autumn they ereet-
ed the fruive, amid not a few jeers from ene-
mies and lukewarm friends who prophesied
that there the building would stop. They
received other discouragements where they
might have expected assistance, Men who
subscribed lumber did not fulfil their eugage-
ments, and they were thus unable to get the
frame boarded in before winter commenced ;
and irf consequence the roof was blown: off
one windy night. However, that was righted
again; and Mr. Tallach handed over to them
the sum of £38 8s. 8d., which he had collected
for them in Halifax; the receipt of which
sum they have authorised me to acknowledge.
_When the Presbylery sent me to River
John in the month of March for a fortnight,
found the people in no very hopeful state.
The U. P. church was vacant, and the frame
of ours looked cold and bare, as if it never
expocted to become a churéh. No ane could.

ny

tell me how many in the settiemaut hailed
for the.OM Church, One man saiil that we

had 15 families ; another dagybled that num-
ber. I went round everv section and visited
in cvery corner, and found that we bad 61
families. If we have no church at River
John, onc-third of these would be connected
with the Cape Joan congregation; but they
naturally belong to River }ohn, Of the 61
families, 50 are within three miles of the
church, but scattered round it in every direc-
tion. Many of them are new-eomers, and
have expem’led afl their money in establishing
themielves ; so that they need assistance now
more than they will at any other time. Qn
the one Sabbath I preached to them in the
U. P. church; and on the other in the Meth-
odist church:—to very large audiences on
both nceasions. We afterwards held o meet-
ing which was well attended, and not by men
of the'Laodicegn stamp but by men every ane
of whom was anxious to do his pgrt.  Collec-
tors were appointed to callin the old subuerip-
tions, and the old list received several re-
spectable additions, It was resolved to pro-
ceed vigorously with the church, so that it
might ‘be completely finishad by the uext
winter. And in order that this mizht be ef-
fected;” the trustees were empowered to bor-
row £150, and s guarantee was giyen to them
to that amount by fifteen of the most respon-
sible parties present. Mr. A, Cameron was
appointed to superintend and hurry forward
the building operations. Mr. John Macken-
zie, merchant, was appointed secretary, and
Squire Holmes treasurer.  There can be lit-
tle doubt that in the hands of such men ev.
erything will be done “quickly” and syste-
matically. And not content with doing ulf
this, the meeting thez and there subscribed
enough to pay for the last missionary ser-
viees whiel they had received and for as
many as-the Presbytery is likely to give them
for the next three months. Might not our
wealthier congregations take a leaf out of the
River Jobn book ?

I have taken a great interest in this con-
gregation. It is only three or four y=ars
since a Kirk of Scotland minister first

reached to them. Mr. Herdman had the

honor,of being that first man. And now it

romises to be a self-supporting congregation

efore long, or at any rate to form one in
connection with Cape John—Roger’s Hill be-
ing left as big enough to take care of itself,
‘There aye some excellent young men in it, and
older nien'too; who take a warm interest in the
Church, and who promise to be pillars. OF
course there are others who having heen for
a long time without the ordinances are now
caveless, and lifeless ; but these are just the
very men that the Church should look after,
lest they should become altogether castaway.
1 hope that- this.chort statement, of their po-
sition will excite the sympathies of our
stronger congregations, so that if they sz



