
170 ~TE OTTAWA NATURALIST. Mr

the oesthetic motives, the practical value of the encouragement of
birds in both these places is of inestimable importance, as they
constitute the most efficient protective agencies of the trees
that can be secured, and the cost of their assistance-the cost
of the nesting boxes, etc.-rgre ini the light of an insurance
premium against insect depreatos, is a t the lowest rate imagin-
able.

The existence of two such bird sanctuaries will undoubtedly
tend to prevent the graduiai disappearance from the Ottawa
district of a number of bîrds which are becoming lms abundant
than fornierly. Further, it is reasonable to expeet that whent
the northerly migrations are takring place in the spring, the en-
couragement we are arranging to offer will meet with a response,
and birds whvch otherwise would have passed on will stay with
us through the season to our profit in every way. The scheme
wifl afford the best check that we can idopt in preventing,
so far as is possible, the graduai departure of a number of our
native birds fromn the Ottawa district.

The succesaful carrying out of this scheme will require the.
sympathy and wilhing co-operation of ail. The. Field-Naturalists
Club is honoured by havinv as its ptron H.R.H. the. Duke ci
Connaught, Governor-General of Caad, who bas requested
me to express his w&rný sympathy and interest =n this proposai.
Mfr. Borden, the Prime Minister, to whom 1 explained the ucheme
wrote: 4 It is needless to say that the proposai which you have
i hand commands =y eniesmatby." Sir Wild Laurier

bas for som e time urged the adpinof such a acheme. Tihe
fld-Natur-alists' Club feels that it con rely upon the assistance
of ai those who have the preservation of the beauty and charu
of our citv and its surroundings at heart. With a view to, assiat

inmthe suppression of the. wanton destruction of nest by
roàbing and birds by small rifle shooting on the part of boys in
and arounâ the. city, the assistance of the Boy Scouts is being
secured. Col. A. P. Sherwood, Commissioner of Dominion
Police, writes: "41 assure you that you could not have appeied
to anybody more sympathetic in regard to the. protection of
our native birds and 1 wili certainly have this matter taken
up atonce by the Local Couicilof Boy Scouts". It seeP-ed te
to me that am protectors of bird lif. and as policemen, the Boy
Scouts would furnish an uivalled auxuhary in this work.
The idea is in accord with the spirit of the. Boy Scout movemient
and the. influence of such boys upon their more wayward and
lus enlightened brothers wvould undoubtedly b. beoeflcial.

Pinalty. we must reember that the reuits of our action
along the. Une. 1 have indicated will flot influence Ottawa alon.

[Mar.170


