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ships, even death itself, an~d still they
grew-and yet there was no discipline-
to go *by. This sympathy in a com-
mon cause hel 'd theni together ; they
felt as one body aLnd one class ; no
"seai-te enroliment"; no cliques were
formed, for the people were too. much
in earnest for any such nonsense as
that. But mark!1 as soon as condi-
tions changed, and liberty of con-
science was recognized, and the bless-
ing of the great Divine Priticiple was
begînning to be feit, the Society of
Friends, flot feeling the hand of op-
pression on their shoulders, began to
take more credit to themselves, foriu-
-lated a discipline for self government
thârt may possibly have given satisfac-
tion at that time, but it was not elastîc
enough to expand with spiritual
growth ; 'its rules were inexorable, a "ndi
as a natural consequence, hundreds of
the very liie and flower of the organ-
ization were disowned, many of them
for trivial offences that seem altnost too
grotesque to mention. With ail due
respect for thé departed generation, 1
cannot see what .possessed them to, do
as thèy did. The discipline was ap-
parently placed above everything else,
even the Christ withîn. It does not
seem possible that the still small voice
-the Inner Light-was guiding themn
at that time; in fact it would be blas-
phemnous to think so. I will not un-
dertake to say what their guiding light
was at that tume, but it is no wonder
they broke up into diffèrent societies,
cliques and classes under the rigid in-
terpretation of the letter of the disci-
pline, instead of the spirit. 0f course
.there -were many glorious individual
exceptions to this dark picture, in spite
of the letter.

But now that old tremendous sym-
pathy that first brought themn toge:ther
is gone, and, according to my impres-
sion, to return only *when conditions
are right for another spontaneous out-
burst of Ioyalty and sympathy, that
shall rally to its standard' ail true
friends of liberty and truth.

"New occasions teach new duties,'ý
thèrefore I do not see ihat the Society
will make any very extensive growth.
only as occasions demand, and until
those tinies corne, the best we can do
is to keep our lamps trimmed andî
burning, and '6do ail the good we can
to, ail the people we can, in ail the
ways we cari," and be in readiness for
the conditions that mnay arise, when ail
selectniess, cliqueismn ard exclusiveness
will drop off, and we wili once more
be- moved by that grand sympathy that
shall make us a re-united people.

1 close with the hope that the prac-
tical suggestions made by T. E. Scott
may be seïîously considered and acted
tipon, and I therefore joîn with him ini
opposing the "-present customn of re-
commending and recording ministers,
making them professionally such'"

WILLIAM WV. Cox
Mendon Centre, N.Y, 1 16, '99.

FOR US.

If we have not learned that God*s inii matil
And iati ;n God agi, -

That ta love thy Gad is ta love thy brother,
And ta serve tie Lord ks ta serve each

other,-
ien Christ wvas bon in v-ain!

If we have not learned that one nîan's lilèe
Iii all nieui lives again,-

That eacli nîai's battie, foughit alone,
Is %von or Iost for eveîv aile,-

Tiien Christ lias lived i vain!.

If w-e have ual. learned that deathi's no
break

In life's unceaIsing chain ,-
That the work i ane life ivell begun
hn ilters is finislied, by others ks done,-

TMieni Christ bath died in vain!.

If we have ul leau-xîed ofi uîîuiortal life,
And a future free fu-orn pain,-

The kingdoni of God iii the luea-L of mian,
AXxd the living world on Heaven*s plan,-

Thftn Christai-ase iii vain!
CHARLOTTE P:RxiN~s STr-TSO-,.

W'e ofteii praise the evening clouds,
.Axd ti:îts.so gay and bo d,

But scldorn thiaîk upon aur God,
WVho îiiuîged thiose clouds with go

34


