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the republicaus than their antagonists, stili we cannot coneur withi ail the moek
heroies; that have been vented iii refl3rence to this, cma. The men wvho gave
character te it wcre judicious persons, and iii one or two instances may bc
said te, have possessod genius. The impression given by the groupe that strugr-
Ald for iudependece, and that framed the constitution, is, that they were
energetie ana reasonable mon, whio w'cre distinguislied more by solid than by
brilliant qualities. Thcy have reccived eredit for more than this ; they have
been estirnated as if' thcy wvere opposod te, skiWful antagonists. We dc ot
know but that the bost coinimanders whichi Britain could thon afford wcre tent
thein, but we arc persua'Jcd that there ivas nothing erninent notwithstanding.
Gonerals who cannot 'by a rapid glance takec in the peculiarities of' the ground,
and othor cîrcunîstances, mlay bc brave but cannot be formidable. Vie do flot
liear that aniongst, the B3ritish leaders there was one that, had tho sort of capa-
city that could allow for the poculiariti es of sit-mabon, and tiierefore we consîder
tlmt thoy wore very ordinary men. JJad there been one sueli eharacter, 'with
sense enougli to k-now the differenc betwveen bush-fighting and open wvarfare,
and to take lus nsures accordinglý , there would have beon room for exultation
in vanquishing sueh a foc ; but to, the best of our recolleetion there vwas no sueli
person. Tanie mon of' routine, capable of acting according te a few miles
.-lready laid down, whoily uinable to devise methods for themselves, sueh, we
bdieve were the B3ritish leaders. Considering the nature of the country and
climate, we imagine that it could seareely be possible to have put down a revoit
in which, the majority of the inhabitants participated; as it was, the rnethods
that worc aetualj followed seeni te have been as foolish and unsuitable as
coula have been suggested, by the extreme of military pedantry. Vie allow
to, the Aincrican leaders great good sense, and when ask.ed to admit more, we
own the pedantie stupidity of their antagonists. Vihen we cast the oye over
that series of events that led to the declaration of independence, we do net feel
as if we surveyed the doings of persoiis capable of the concentrations o? the
highest genius. Shrewd sense on the one side, Prussian-like starehed stupidity
by rule on the other; sueh is the idea that we forni. In the Anilan army
we diseern a Quintus, Fabius, Constater, but on neither side was there a Han-
nibal, a Coesar, a Bonaparte. The present generation have been taught froni
the days of their primer te hear ana say stilted things about Washington. lu
regar& te hlm >nd Wellin>gton, we labour under an inability te risc to the
normal height of admiration and unarvel. There is a similarity betw'een the
two comînanders, ln this degree at least, t7hat they car. be described more
casily by negative than by positive truths. War bein- set on foot, they could
watch its evenis, take advantage of circunistanees, and by their Prudence gain
the victory; var being finished, the eue could superintend his tobacco plan-
tations, the other spend forty yc-ars in attending levees and reviewin,, sinnle

reginients. Necithier wvas cast ini that iinpassioned nîould that Byron pourtraysj
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