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and passage to the south front of the Exchange (which we
leave a8 yet for a sccond journey), and before theso two
strects, spreading at acute angles, can be clear of one
another, they form a trinogular piazza, the basis of which fs
niled by the cathedral church of St Paul. But leaving St.
Paul's on the left, we proceed, as our first way led us, towards
the tower, the way bemg all along adorned with parochial
churches.

s We return again to Ludgate, and leaving St. Pauls on
the right band, pass the other great branch to the Royal
Exchange, scated at the place where it was before, but free
from butldings, iu the wmiddle of a piazza, included between
two reat streets ; the one from Ludgate leading to the south
front, and another from Holborn over the canal to Nowgate,
and thence straight to the north frout of the Exchange.”

The practicability of this whole scheme, without loss to
apy man, or infringement of any property, is said to have
heen demonstrated, and all matcrial objections answered ; the
only—and, as it happened, insurmountable—difticulty remain-
ing, was the averseness of great part of the citizens to alter
therr old properties, and to recede from building their houses
op the old ground and foundations ; as also the distrust in
many, acd unwillingness to give up their propertice, though
fur & time only, into the hands of public trustees or com-
missioners, till they might be dispensed to them again with
more advantage to themselves than otherwise was possible.
A grand opportunity in consvquence was lost of making the
pew ciiy the most magoificent, as well as com:inodious for
health and trade, of any existing.

Mere than thr ¢ years ago,— that is, in March, 1872,~ Mir.
Fdwin Chadwick, C.B,, who was proposing to read a paper at
the Society of Atts on what engineering art and architectural
art, upder the guidance of sanitary scicuce, could do for the
building of new citice and the rebuilding of old ones; and
bad arranged to re-introduce Sir Chiistopher Wren's plan for
the rebuilding of the City, to show what his diagenal lines
wocld bave done for external ventilation, and what be would
hsve done by excluding blind courts and alleys, and providing
abetter order of dwellings ; suggested to us that a sort of
bird's-eye view of the City, produced on Wren's Jines, would
form, if published in our journal, an interesting accompani-
ment $0 his lecture. The drawing was made snd engraved
vety rapidly in order to be ready for the occasion, bat circun-
stances led tothe postponement of the lecture, and from that
time to this we baveretamned the engraved block, Wo follow
ouf the original arrangement torome extent by publishing itin
our present isstte in connexion with a report on the City
thorsughfares, whatewith Mre. Chadwick has been mainly con-
ccraud, at d portions of which we print onaunother page.

The author of the well-known « Critical Review of the Build-
ingr of London,” wiitingof this plan, says ¢ Wren has plasned
along and broad wharfor quay, where he de-igned to have
ranged all the Halls that belong to the several companies of
the City, with proper warchou-es for merchants between, to
i vary the edifices, and make it at once one of the most beauti~

ful and most useful rapges of structures in the world. But
the burry of rebuilding, and the disputes about property, pre-
vente  this glorious scheme from tsking place.” Wedo not
find, in Wren's own report, confirmation of this statement as
to the arrsugement of the Halls on the quay, nevertheless we
bave followed it in the view we give. We will only add at
present that Wren’s plan is full of suggestiveness, both from
2 rapitary and an wsthetic pointof view,

THE VERY “GREAT METROPOLIS.”

_ isas difficult for the ordinary Londoner to tell where
~~nden commences and where it terminates as it is to point
0ut L pre. ise Jine of demarcation between the divers colours
of ther.onbow. The snbutban townlets and hamlets blend co

tbe environs begin.

.. Morcover, the generality of Cocknegs have hardly any clearer
ideas concerning the extent of the huge metropolis in whick
tiey lne than the Atlantic fishes have of the vastness of the

gate numbers as they never fail to entertain respecting the
multiplicity of equare yards or acres which go to compose in
ordinate d'mensions in spuce,  Does it give & person any resl
sense of the enormity of this « normous wilderness of bricw e
and mortar which we style the British Capital to be told that
its buildings cover an area of nearly 120 square miles ? — that
the louse. huddled together upon it amount in round numbers
to half & million — and that the g eat swarm of wo king bees
frequenting the huge hive is made up of some three millions
and o half of busy honey seeking creatures?  What mind can
comprehend the sorty thousand millions* of silicious shells of
insects which the great microscopist Elrenberg a~aures us
are contained in every cubic inch of the fossil slate of Bilin?
What brain is helped to compass the aqueous immensity of
tho sea by being informed that the tot.al area of the several
occans awpounts to not less than 145,000,000 of square miles
of water? or that the capacious saline pond contains, alto.
gether, dissolved in itas many as 6,441 Jdliens! of tons of
common salt? (Anstrd.)

The first and main difficulty in the way of formiog a com
prebensive conception of London in its integrity, is that there
are as many different Londons as there are diveis modes of
dividing the current coin of the realm i Germany  And
thalers, florins, and gildern—silver-groschens, kreutzers, and
stivers, are not more perplexing to the traveller, nor the seve.
ral thermometric scales of Falirenhveit, Centigrade, and Réau.
mur, more troublesome to the chemical student, than are the
various metropolises which it has pleased the various official
Boards to invent and preecribe,  Not only has the metropol-
itan police & special metropolis; but the Registrar-General
has another with a more circumscribed area, and widely.
dissimilar boundaries. Then, agnin the Post-office has its
particular London, and the City Mission also a London of its
own peculior manufacture , and so on, until there are nearly
the same number of diverse British capitals as there are s real
original " Eaux de Cologne fabrirated in the native town of
the veritable Jean Marin Farina——and ecach, too, compounded
in a wholly different manuer.

Is there, then, no Metropolis proper 7—no definite pa'atinate
which can be mapped out as the spedial county of Cockai-
gue 7—no precise territory, hemmed in by a topographical
ring-fence as it were, to which the name of London, :n proprid
terra, can be strictly applied 2 Or is the horizon which seewns
to gird the capital with a silver zune from the top of St
Paul's a mere illusion ? — like the visionary atmospheric
vault which appears to concentrate within s ever-vavying
bounds the very boundlessness of the ocean itself,

Let us see. But firet let us take a cursory glance at the
limits of ¢ ’olice Lundon,” for this will serve to rest the eve
for & while, instead of keeping it continually on the statistical
strain.

Well, the police wnetropolis covers a circle whose circum-
ference is very nearly a hundred miles in extent,—the radivs
from Chalivg-cross being just upon fifteen miles long, Hence
the entire domain watchedover by the Metropolitan # Force
comprises, in round numbers, half a mithon statute acres, or
exactly 6881 square miles, — an extent of territary that is
about one.tenth the size of the eatire Principality of Wales,
aud very nearly twice the wmagnitued of the entive island of
Madeira.

The extreme boundary of this same police metropolig in-
cludes, on the North, the parish of Chbeshunt, in Herts, and
South Mimms (near Enfield); on the South, Epsom, in Surrey;
on the East, Dagenham and Crayford (near Dartford), in
Kent ; andon the West, Uixbridge and Staines, in Middlesex.

Such constitotes what is termed the * Metropolitan Police
District,”—the entire district being divided 10to ap ¢ Inner”
and % Quter” one ; and the smalicr, or inner district, having
bardly one seventh the arca of the outer, srnce it comprises
somewbat less than 100 square miles. Indeed, the Inner

fosensibly “ato the citivs and libertics of the urban boroughs ; Police District, as it is called, is nearly equal to that included
s bailiwich s, that one might as well attempt to define the | within the tables of the Registrar General —the former being
petticular point at which the fresh water gets to be salt at the | rather more than 90 square miles, and the latter not quite 120
wouth of some estuary as to say where the cagpital ends and | in extent.

Now this same ¢ Registrar District ” must be regarded as
constituting the metropolis proper, or London as requlatrd by
law, Foryin the year 1852, it was found necessary to pass a
special Act (to wit, the Burial Act, 15 & 16 Viet,, cap. 85),

oce2lin which they swim.  Indeed, even the best disciplived | in order to let Londoners kuow bow far London extends into

intellects can but form the same hazy concrete notion as to ] the country,—as well as to define the cxact hnits of the
the collection of units which serve to make up large aggre- | « tireat Metropolis,” according 10 Act of Parliament. This,
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