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tluings existing at "thei Point''. Sister MicMNýullen wlîo wvas thieu
Superior proceeded thitiier and alter a brief exarnination of the pre-
mises, applied to tic autiiorities for permission to act. This being
ail too readily grantcd, slic spoke as followvs to the connunity,
during recreation, on that vrery evcning:

''Sisters, 1 liave sctn a siglit to-day (kit 1 shah -'t

I 'vent to Point St. Charles and founci litindreds of 0' .-.d dying
huddled together. 'l'ie stencli enîaniiatiing frorn thîen is too iiuicli
for the strongest constitution. The atmnosphiere is inpregl.naced with
it, thie air is filled wthh ui groans of the sufferers. Deadli ini iLs
rnost appalling formi is tiiere. Those who cry alond in thecir agrony
are strangers, l>ut thecir hiands are outstretclîed to us for relief.
Sisters, the plague is contagious !"

1-ere it is recorded that the venerable superior bursi into te.irs,
as she continued:

"In seudingr you there 1 arn signing- your death-warrant; but
3'oI are free to accept or refuse."

Did any one falter! Sonie wvere young iii the very mocrning of
life, oethers already in. ured by long yea-rs, of l-abor. Not one hecsi-
tated. By common consent, the entire comimunity voluinteered for
service at the fever shieds. It then, becarne thc duty of the Superior
to select eight, wvhoni she considered as best suited for the ,%orlc.
Thcy procccdcd at once to the sheds lled wvithi "hIeaps of hu;uainn
beings, who, with distorted faces and discolored bodies" lay piled
upon each other, tHe dcad and the living, indiscriminately. Otie of
the Sisters relates, lio% nearly fainting lierseif, shc advanced, fear-
ing to lu upon the sufferers. Attracted by the frantic gestures of
one poor man, slie fouiid that he wvas pillowved upon corpses.

The Labors of the religious during tu nuigwes aib
better imagined than dcscr-ibcd, in reducingr that chaos into, order,
in separ-iting (lie living froi the dcad, in purifying, cleaning- and
providing siiitable accomodation for the numhcrless sufTerers. It -was
hiercul an task and -rnong«,st surrouridings soe loathisomie that even
the strongest nmen found theni insupportable. Thirty of those hieroic
daughiters of MWadamie d'Youvilhc wvere strickcn with thie plague and
thirteeni of their nunîber dlied.

The ''bla-cl'' Sisters of Prov'idcence, likewise dear and fanihizîr
to the citi'.ens of Miontreal, came to fuI the dcpleted ranks of thie
"garey" nuns and wvhîen they in turn wcre wvorn out wvith that appail-
ing nîiinistry, thie HospitalIers of the N-ote] Dieu, dispensed from thîeir
vow of seclusion canme forth to take thecir place nt tue beciside of the
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